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SUSPECT UNDER 
ARREST ABROAD 


NEVER TOO LATE WITH NONAGENARIANS’ NUPTIALS 



Florence Marshallsay, aged 96, and Bill Griffiths, 91, from Oldbury, will be getting married in two weeks 


ByAmardeep Bassey 

A TERROR suspect from Smeth¬ 
wick has been arrested in Por¬ 
tugal and is fighting against ex¬ 
tradition to India to face murder 
and bombing charges. 

Paramjeet Singh Saini was detained 
by Portuguese Immigration and Border 
Service (SEF) officers at a hotel in the 
Algarve. 

It was part of an inter¬ 
national arrest warrant for 
extradition issued by In¬ 
terpol. Indian authorities 
allege the father of four 
was involved in the mur¬ 
der of a prominent Sikh 
politician Rulda Singh in 
the Punjab in 2009 and a 
series of bomb attacks in 
northwest India in 2010. 

On Interpol’s website, it 
states he was arrested for 
a terrorist act, murder and 
unlawful activities. The Indian authorities claim 
Mr Saini, who came to the UK from India 13 years 
ago claiming political asylum, is a leading member 
of an outlawed Sikh separatist terror group Bab- 
bar Khalsa International. 

The organisation, which had its international 
base in the West Midlands, supports an armed 
struggle for an independent Sikh homeland called 
Khalistan and was banned in the UK under the 
Anti-Terror Act 2000. 

Detention 

Last week Mr Saini’s MP John Spellar, who rep¬ 
resents Warley, said his constituent was an Indian 
national but had indefinite leave to remain in the 
UK until 2023 after claiming political asylum two 
years ago. 

He said: “I am very concerned about Mr Saini’s 
detention and I have made strong and urgent rep¬ 
resentations on his behalf to the Foreign Office 
at a ministerial level. Mr Saini has refugee status 
in the UK and travelled to Portugal on a family 
holiday using official British documents and under 
the protection of the British state. 

“It’s a slightly perverse state of affairs that the 
Indian government has been able to activate an 
Interpol red notice and demand Mr Saini’s extra¬ 
dition to India to face terror-related charges. The 
fact is that the British government granted him 
political asylum on the basis that he would face 
persecution and inhumane treatment for his po¬ 
litical beliefs if he were to be returned to India.” 

Mr Saini was arrested and held by West Mid¬ 
lands Police Counter Terrorism Unit officers in 
2010 following the shooting of Sikh politician 
Rulda Singh in Punjab a year earlier. 

The delivery driver, who lives with his British 
citizen wife and four children, was released with¬ 
out charge after an 11-month investigation along 
with three other West Midlands Sikhs. He was re¬ 
manded in custody until January 4. 


WITH nearly 190 years in age between them 
- a Black Country couple have proved it is 
never too late to get married 

Bill Griffiths, 91, delighted his 96-year-old 
partner, Florence Marshallsay, who he has 
known for almost 20 years, after proposing 
to her. 

The Oldbury pair have set a date of Janu¬ 
ary 16 for the wedding, which will see about 
40 family and friends travelling from as far 
as Cornwall and Liverpool to celebrate their 
special day. Father-of-three Bill, a former en¬ 
gineer who worked for BKB Electric in Bir¬ 


mingham, used to go sequence dancing with 
his late wife, before she died in 1997. 

It was there he first met mother-of-two Flo, 
who ran the Malt Shovel pub in Dudley for 
35 years. Bill proposed to Flo at their home. 

Flo said: “The proposal really took me by 
surprise but then life is full of surprises. He’s 
a lovely chap - he looks after himself and still 
regularly goes down the gym.” 

She added: “Everyone has been really help¬ 
ful but people must think we are a bit mad.” 

Flo would bring food round to Bill after his 
wife passed away and soon the couple became 


inseparable, eventually agreeing to move in to 
Bill’s house in Oldbury. Having lived together 
for about 10 years Bill, who still swims weekly 
with his daughter, Anne, popped the question 
to Flo, who turned 96 last Friday. 

Bill’s son Peter said both families were re¬ 
ally pleased with the news. 

The couple will tie the knot in St Hilda’s 
Church, Oldbury, following by a meal at the 
Eaton Hotel in Birmingham. 

Peter said: “They were virtually living like 
man and wife anyway and everyone is happy 
they have found each other.” 



Paramjeet Singh Saini 


CLOSURE 


Church social club 
to shut due to costs 

A SOCIAL club at a Great Barr church that 
has been open for nearly four decades will 
close after church leaders said they can no 
longer afford to keep it running. 

The Dove Club, which is attached to St 
Matthew’s Church, in Birdbrook Road, was 
closing after its New Year’s Eve celebra¬ 
tions today (Thursday). 

Church leaders said the move was due 
to a downward trend in bar finances. Com¬ 
munity members say they have been left 
with nowhere to go. A petition has been 
signed by more than 200 people who have 
protested to keep the club open. 

Long-standing committee member An¬ 
gela Fowler said campaigners were look¬ 
ing at all options to preserve the venue. 

SINGING 

Girl group gives 
ward the X factor 

SINGING sensations from this year’s X 
Factor visited Birmingham’s Children’s 
Hospital to bring some seasonal spar¬ 
kle. Girl group, 4th Impact, stopped by 
to entertain children, families and staff 
on Ward 1 - the hospital’s unit for the 
treatment of kidney conditions. 

Sisters Mylene, Irene, Almira and 
Celina performed seasonal favourites. 

Jane Cotterill, renal services man¬ 
ager at Birmingham Children’s Hospi- 
tal, said: “We would like to thank 4th 
Impact for coming along and visiting 
our children. It was magical.” 

PLANNING 


Learning centre 
is in the pipeline 


A PLUMBERS merchants will be turning 
into a learning centre for children, under 
new plans. 

Proposals for the building in Bearwood 
Road, Smethwick, have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

Developer OD Sharma wants permission 
to change the commercial premises into a 
centre for children aged from five to 16. 

Council planners are due to rule on the 
proposals in the near future. 

A decision on plans of this nature usually 
take around eight weeks. 
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Man who kicked dog sought by RSPCA 


mi 





The RSPCA has released an image of a man 


THE RSPCA is hunting for a man 
suspected of kicking his dog in the 
stomach and head. A concerned 
passer-by contacted the animal 
welfare charity after witnessing an 
attack in Stourbridge. 

They claimed to have seen a 
man kicking a tan German Shep¬ 
herd-type dog in the stomach and 
the head on Lye bypass, opposite 
the junction to Clinic Drive. 

The RSPCA has now released 
a photograph of a man it wants 


to trace, which was taken by the 
witness following the incident at 
around 2.30pm on November 23. 

Stomach 

RSPCA inspector Josef Burgess 
said: “We are appealing to anyone 
with any information about this in¬ 
cident to come forward and let us 
know as we are concerned about the 
safety of the dog. The man was seen 
kicking his dog, who was on a lead, 


in the stomach four times and once 
in the head. 

“The person who was seen beat¬ 
ing the dog was described as a slim 
white male, around 5ft 9ins tall, 
with dark hair and a thin face. He 
was wearing a black tracksuit with 
the hood up, a black quilted coat, 
and trainers and he had a small 
black Adidas bag. 

“If you did see the incident, or if 
you know who the man is, please 
contact us on 0300 123 8018.” 


Victim of hit and run 
was 'killed by speed' 

A MAN would not have died 
if the car which hit him as he 
crossed the road had kept to 
the speed limit, a police probe 
has found. 

The findings came on the day 
31-year-old Stourbridge man Omar 
Tariq pleaded guilty to causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

Victim Peter Price, aged 39, from 
Quinton, was killed when he was hit by 
a white Mercedes E250 driven by Tariq 
in November last year. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court on 
December 21, Tariq, 31, from Denton 
Road, Stourbridge, was told to prepare 
for a custodial sentence by Judge Kris¬ 
tina Montgomery QC. 

He pleaded guilty to causing the death 
of Mr Price by dangerous driving in the 
crash on November 29 last year in Hag- 
ley Road West, Quinton, and also admit¬ 
ted driving without insurance. 

After the hearing West Midlands 
Police said a black box fitted to the 
Mercedes revealed the car had been 
travelling at no less than 61mph when it 
struck Mr Price - even though the limit 
on the road was 40mph. 

Police say that information, combined 
with an analysis of the scene by spe¬ 
cialist crash investigators, showed that 
Tariq would have been able to stop the 
car in time. 

Banned 

Instead, after ploughing into Mr Price 
who was returning home from a night 
with friends, Tariq failed to stop. Rather 
than help, Tariq drove a further third of 
a mile before pulling on to Birch Lane 
and calling the police. 

Tariq had not been permitted nor 
insured to drive the car which was a 
courtesy car loaned to his 23-year-old 
girlfriend, also from Stourbridge follow¬ 
ing an accident. 

Judge Montgomery told Tariq: “You 
have pleaded guilty before the court 
today to an extremely serious charge. 

You should leave this court under no 
illusions, you will receive a sentence of 
immediate custody. But so the court can 
assess the sentence with the best infor¬ 
mation, the probation service will speak 
to you.” Tariq was told he is banned 
from driving. Tariq will be sentenced on 
January 25. 


Peter’s tango is picture perfect 



The award-winning picture, Argentine Tango, taken by Smethwick Photographic Society member, Peter Siviter. 


TAKE two dancers from Buenos Aires, 
add a backdrop from Havana and tweak 
the colours - the result is this award-win¬ 
ning picture from Smethwick Photo¬ 
graphic Society member, Peter Siviter. 

The retired 74-year-old, who has been 
snapping away in his spare time since 
1978, came away from the international 
FIAP Clubs’ World Cup with full marks 
and a bronze medal. 

And his club did even better by beating 
197 groups from across the globe to claim 
overall first prize. FIAP, or The Interna¬ 
tional Federation of Photographic Art, is 
an international organisation of national 
associations of photography. Mr Siviter, 
from Rock near Bewdley, who worked as a 
business intelligence manager at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital, beat 4,000 other 
hopefuls to land his bronze with Argen¬ 


tine Tango. He said: “We travel a lot so 
a lot of my pictures are of scenery. The 
female dancer from Buenos Aires was 
wearing a blue dress and the man was in 
black but I thought purple would give the 
picture a more subtle tone. It was quite 
special for the club to win overall because 
although we’ve won a few national awards 
this is our first international title. We had 
to send in 20 photos in total, with each one 
marked out of seven by three judges. Mine 
was given 21 out of 21.” 

Mr Siviter, who uses a Nikon Df camera 
to capture his award-winning images, goes 
around camera clubs giving talks and still 
travels around the world taking pictures. 

The society, based in The Old School 
House, Oldbury, will travel to Athens 
in Greece on February 27 to collect the 
awards from FIAP. 



The 74-year-old 


pesos saved 
from axe as 
chiefs find 
‘efficiencies’ 

HUNDREDS of PCSOs in the West 
Midlands have been saved from the axe, 
after the force made ‘efficiencies’ to pro¬ 
tect the community bobbies. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson announced 
that there will be no compulsory redun¬ 
dancies of PCSOs. The news is the result 
of ‘tough decisions’ about cuts across the 
force, such as the decision to reduce the 
number of buildings owned and rented 
by West Midlands Police. 

The force was due to cut its number 
of police community support officers 
(PCSOs) by more than 400 over the next 
five years. In total, the number was due 
to fall from 535 to 119, a reduction of 
416 positions, as part of a plan to make 
£130 million of savings by 2020. 

A petition to save PCSOs in the region 
has gathered 1,406 signatures. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson said: “This 
announcement follows much hard work 
from myself with the Chief Constable 
and Deputy Chief Constable. 

“Working together we have made 
changes elsewhere in the organisation to 
be able to protect PCSOs, who the public 
value so highly. 

“West Midlands Police’s funding 
is still going down, that is why we are 
having to continue to cut elsewhere to 
protect our PCSOs. The truth is that 
the pressures on the police are growing, 
we are dealing with issues like radical- 
isation, cyber-crime and child sexual 
exploitation in greater numbers than 
before, and our funding is still falling.” 

Pupils put their 
message on slate 

PUPILS made their mark at Light- 
woods House - by leaving messages on 
reclaimed roof slates about to go up on 
the restored historic building. 

Contractors Heritage Building and 
Conservation Ltd invited children from 
Year 6 at Light woods Primary and Our 
Lady of Fatima Primary School to leave 
messages on roof slates for posterity. 

The house and park are undergoing 
a transformation thanks to £3.6 million 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
and the Big Lottery Fund (BIG). 

Work on the house and park includes 
the drinking fountains, 19th Century 
bandstand, Shakespeare Garden, walls, 
railings and a pond. Councillor Steve 
Eling, deputy leader, said: “This is a 
unique opportunity which I hope will be 
an enduring memory for the children.” 

Nailing history 
in Archives talk 

THE next local history talk at Wolver¬ 
hampton Archives will be on Sunday, 
January 13. 

It starts at 5.30pm and will be on the 
subject End of an Industry: The Nail- 
makers of Wombourne. 

For details call 01902 552055. 






• All phone screens A 
laptops repaired on site 

• iPhone 4, 5, 6 and iPad 
repairs carried out by a fully 
qualified iTechnician 

• Fast, efficient and reliable 
same-day service 
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Two-vehicle 
crash sees 
section of 
m'wav shut 

A TWO-VEHICLE crash closed the 
M5 northbound for more than three 
hours. The smash between Junction 
3 and Junction 2 on the northbound 
carriageway happened at around 6am 
on Sunday December 20. 

Initially the road was closed in both 
directions, but all lanes on the south¬ 
bound carriageway reopened around 
9.30am. Drivers on the northbound 
carriageway were trapped for an extra 
hour following the crash, with the car¬ 
riageway reopening around 10.30am. 

A West Midlands Fire Service 
spokeswoman said crews from Old¬ 
bury had been called after the crash 
between a lorry and an LPG-powered 
people carrier. Gas started leaking 
from the latter so the motorway was 
closed as a precaution. 

Nobody was trapped in either ve¬ 
hicle but one person was injured and 
taken to hospital. 

While the incident was ongoing the 
Central Motorway Policing Group 
tweeted: “Vehicle from RTC #M5 still 
leaking gas, working with @Highway- 
sWMIDS & @01dburyfire to make it 
safe and open road.” 

Diversions were put in place via 
the A456 Quinton Expressway and 
Hagley Road West, then A4123 Wol¬ 
verhampton Road to Birchley Island 
to re-join the M5 at J2. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
spokesman Murray MacGregor said 
a single ambulance attended and the 
driver of the people carrier was taken 
to Sandwell General Hospital. 

There were no details of the specific 
injuries suffered by the driver. 

4G services on 
way to village 

VODAFONE UK has started to roll 
out its 4G services in Great Wyrley. 

The arrival of Vodafone 4G in Great 
Wyrley means all customers with com¬ 
patible devices and bundles will be 
able to connect to the internet more 
quickly, more reliably and in more 
places than ever before. The arrival 
of 4G also brings Vodafone custom¬ 
ers the ability to take advantage of a 
wide range of entertainment, offering 
music, sport, movies and TV through 
Vodafone’s content partnerships. 

Vodafone has now extended its 4G 
coverage to 726 larger cities, towns 
and districts as well as thousands of 
smaller communities across the UK. 

The rollout of 4G services is part of 
£2 billion Vodafone is spending on its 
network and services. 

Pupil sleepover 
aids homeless 

CHILDREN from a Wolverhampton 
primary school held a sleepover to 
raise more than £300 for homeless 
people in the area. Year five and six 
pupils from St Bernadette’s Catholic 
in Wombourne took part 


March of zombies as businesses at risk 



Growing problem of ‘zombie’ firms 


MORE than 5,000 companies in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire are 
classed as a ‘zombie’ firms - meaning 
they are barely breaking even and are 
avoiding insolvency courtesy of low 
interest rates - new figures have re¬ 
vealed. 

Out of 8,966 companies registered 
in Wolverhampton, a total of 1,330 
have been classified in the state by 
business rescue and recovery special¬ 
ist Begbies Traynor. 

One in seven Dudley firms is 
classed as a zombie; 436 of the 3,349 
companies in the town. 


In Walsall, the count is 1 in 11 - 583 
out of the 6,264 registered businesses 
- while in West Bromwich it is one in 
10, or 131 of the town’s 1,281 compa¬ 
nies. 

And in Staffordshire one in 11 firms 
are zombie companies, accounting for 
3,018 of the 34,703 companies regis¬ 
tered in the county. Now, with inter¬ 
est rates expected to rise in the New 
Year, it is feared it could push many 
zombie firms off the cliff into collapse. 

John Kelly, regional managing 
partner for Begbies Traynor, said: 
“The historic low interest rates that 


UK consumers have enjoyed over the 
past few years are also providing a 
lifeline to tens of thousands of busi¬ 
nesses in the Midlands. However, 
some economists have commented 
that there is a danger that maintain¬ 
ing this situation is merely storing up 
problems for the future. 

“The problem is that if rates do not 
increase soon the number of zombie 
companies will. That means when 
rates do rise the number of failings is 
likely to be higher and if not carefully 
managed could threaten what is still 
a delicate recovery.” 


Facebook sex chats 
blackmail warning 


BLACKMAILERS are tempting men 
into online sex chats before threat¬ 
ening to expose footage unless vic¬ 
tims pay thousands of pounds, po¬ 
lice say. 

Detectives at West Midlands Police 
have received a string of reports about 
such threats being made since the start 
of December targeting people in the 
Black Country. An extortionist has been 
befriending men on Facebook posing as 
a woman who flirts and then strikes up 
conversation. 

They are then lured into video chat through 
the likes of Skype and encouraged to perform 
a sexual act. 

Afterwards, the blackmailer claims to have 
recorded this and threatens to upload the video 
unless they receive up to £10,000. 

There have been at least three known cases 
in the Black Country since the beginning of 
December. 

Victims 

One victim paid over £2,000 but then re¬ 
ceived further demands for payment. 

Police fear there could have been more vic¬ 
tims and are urging people to be wary of unfa¬ 
miliar contact through social media. 

Detective Sergeant Ed Trimbee, from West 
Midlands Police Acquisitive Crime Team in 
Sandwell, said: “It starts off all very friendly 
but then ends up being a horrible, worrying 
time for those being exploited. 

“There is understandable concern when 
what is believed to be a private interaction has 
the potential to be made public.” 

He added that Youtube was often used in the 
threats, as somewhere the blackmailer would 
post videos, with the danger then being that 
friends, family and workmates might see the 
footage. 

“The blackmailers are calculating and ma¬ 
licious, demanding large sums of money from 
their victims,” he added. 

“The moment you reveal yourself in an on¬ 
line video to a stranger you may be vulnerable 
to exploitation. 

“The best way to avoid this situation is to 
stay clear of activities which may put you at 
risk.” 


Queen Vicky finds her prince 



Joe Exall, aged 14, from Great Barr gets a kiss in with his idol, Queen of the Jungle Vicky Pattison 


SCORES of excited fans queued 
up around the block to get the 
chance to meet newly-crowned 
Queen of the Jungle Vicky Patti¬ 
son. And just like the name of her 
second novel, A Christmas Kiss, 
there were plenty of kisses from 
fans. 

The former Geordie Shore star 
was in Birmingham for the launch 
of the novel. Some fans queued 
up outside WH Smith in Union 
Street for hours just to get the 


chance to meet the star. Vicky, 
aged 28, was recently crowned the 
winner of the latest series of I’m 
a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here. 

While some celebs don’t take 
to the jungle surroundings, Vicky 
said she was ‘devastated’ to have 
to leave after three weeks. 

She said: “I absolutely loved 
it in the jungle - it was the best 
experience of my life. It was three 
weeks where I got to let my hair 
down, not get pulled from pillar 


to post and just totally be myself. 
I got to meet new people and do 
new things. I did it to show peo¬ 
ple that I’m not exactly what they 
think I am - there’s lots more to 
me than meets the eye.” 

Vicky added: “It was the first 
time a lot of people had seen ele¬ 
ments of my personality. Working 
in a reality TV show is a lot more 
structured. But I never look back 
at Geordie Shore with anything 
other than fondness.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Austin hits out 
at ex-leader Ed 

BLACK Country MP Ian Austin has 
lashed out at former Labour leader 
Ed Miliband. The Dudley North MP 
slammed Red Ed for what he de¬ 
scribed as ‘useless leadership’. 

Mr Austin was angry after a leaked 
private poll revealed that Labour 
could have reduced the Conservatives’ 
majority in the general election had he 
promised an EU referendum. 

He tweeted: “Didn’t know whether 
to laugh or cry at this. How often did 
we tell them? Another example of our 
useless leadership” 

It was his second attack on the 
former Labour leader in the space of 
eight days as he previously tweeted: 
“I’m not entirely convinced @Ed_ 
Miliband is best placed to advise on 
a) leadership, b) beating the Tories c) 

February opening 
for Friska in Brum 

INDEPENDENT fast food chain 
Friska is to open its first outlet in 
Birmingham. The firm plans to open 
an eatery in a 1,700 sq ft unit spread 
across the ground floor and mezza¬ 
nine of the 13-storey Eleven Brindley- 
place building in February. It will ini¬ 
tially employ a team of six including a 
kitchen manager and store manager. 

The company, which was founded 
in 2009, is the brainchild of Griff 
Holland and Ed Brown, and now op¬ 
erates at six sites across Bristol, with 
ambitious plans to expand nationwide 
over the next five years. Griff Holland, 
founder of Friska, said: “We’re really 
excited to be opening our first store 
outside Bristol.” 

New year jobs fear 
for 130 workers 

MORE than 130 workers at two Wil- 
lenhall firms face an uncertain future 
after administrators were called in. 

Laidlaw Interiors Group (LIG), a 
Nottingham-based door handles, iron¬ 
mongery and partitions group, employ 
nearly 1,000 people. 

Administrators from Deloitte were 
called in and four of its businesses 
were almost immediately sold - but 
three other businesses, included Wil- 
lenhall-based Laidlaw Ironmongery, 
which employs 126, and the 12-strong 
team at Balustrading Solutions, re¬ 
main unsold, leaving nearly 600 jobs 
at risk. 

Lawyers helping 
out food bank 

BLACK Country law firm George 
Green has been helping a local food 
bank. Cradley Heath Community 
Link is located on the High Street in 
Cradley Heath and is run by volun¬ 
teers alongside St John’s Church in 
Dudley Wood. 

Over the past few weeks members 
of staff have been donating selection 
boxes, mince pies, Christmas pud¬ 
dings and much more into hampers. 
George Green, which has offices in 
Cradley Heath and Wolverhampton, 
also held a Christmas jumper day. 
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West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


SPECIALIST IN | 
NEW BATHROOMS ff 

# 

• Design & Planning M 

• Fully Fitted Service W 

• Plumbing j|, 

• Electrical Work 

• Plastering Jf 

• Ti|i "g If 

• 7 Days Start to Finish # 

•All Work * 

Guaranteed Si 


bu Quality Installations 

f 0 * No Deposit Required 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 

SPECIAL OFFER! SPECIAL OFFER 


DISABILITY 

ADAPTATIONS 




FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Exisiting Bath 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 

ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto I8sqm) 

All Rubbish 
Removed 

ONLY £2995 

including VAT 


T1 , 


Closed 21st December re-open 4th January 

THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS’ 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS 

www.idealhomecare.co.uk* 


I BEDROOMS 



Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 


www.db-maintenance.co.uk 


Q 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 


For any 
enquiries visit 
website or call 


Wishing all 
customers old 
and new 


Happy Christmas 
and New Year 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

taaLHomEoaiE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


THE art of successful public relations is 
to choose your figures wisely. For exam¬ 
ple, it is reported that nine out often hospi¬ 
tals are short of nurses. This is bad news, 
but only because the unit of measurement 
is individual nurses. A smart PR operator, 
noting the size of so many NHS employ¬ 
ees, would point out that the total national 
weight of nurses is actually rising and the 
tonnage-per-patient ratio has never been 
higher. Another success story. More choc¬ 
olates, sister? 

I WROTE last week about how moon 
landings were routine in the 20th century. 
A reader reminds me that on one Apollo 
mission in 1971, having run out of sensible 
things to do on the moon, astronaut Alan 
Shepard smuggled his golf kit on the mis¬ 
sion and drove a golf ball, as he put it, “for 
miles and miles and miles.” May the “fore!” 
be with you. 

WE Brits are a bit shy about our na¬ 
tional identity. We don’t put our nation’s 
name on postage stamps. We don’t know 
all the words to our national anthem. And 
we certainly don’t have a national dress. 
Or so I thought until Miss Great Britain, 
confusingly called Nena France, popped 
up at the Miss Universe contest in Las Ve¬ 
gas wearing what we are assured is British 
national dress. It consists of a bejewelled 
red, white and blue basque, fishnet tights, 
thonged sandals and enormous showgirl 
feathers towering over one’s head. I’ve or¬ 
dered mine already. 

HERE’S a lovely present for Prince 
Charles and his wife, a full-page feature 
in the Daily Mail 
headlined: “We 
could do a lot 
worse than 
Camilla as our 
Gueen.” And 
in the Sunday 
Times, another 
headline: “Ad¬ 
mit it: We’ve 
come to love 
Camilla.” Expect more of the 
same. It is part of the softening-up process 
to persuade the nation, after the Oueen’s 
death, to accept Camilla not as queen 
consort, as the Palace has always prom¬ 
ised, but as Gueen Camilla. 

THE truth is that the queen-consort 
ruse was nothing more than a temporary 
measure to placate the Diana fan club. I 
bet Camilla’s queenly crown has already 
been ordered. 

I RECENTLY suggested that in the first 
Star Wars movie, C3PO delivered Princess 
Leia’s message. It was, of course, R2D2. 
Apologising to robots; has it come to this? 

NEW research suggests there was some 
truth in that old British marching song, 
to the tune of Colonel Bogey. Records 
from before the war reveal that Hitler had 
one undescended testicle. Then what of 
Himmler? Was he, as the same song sug¬ 
gests, very similar? And was Goebbels en¬ 
tirely lacking? 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Rail stations' figures are revealed 


THE QUIETEST and busiest rail¬ 
way stations in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire have been revealed 
in figures from the rail regulator. 

Wolverhampton was the busiest 
station, with almost 4.5 million en¬ 
tries and exits in the last year, a rise 
of more than two per cent on the 
previous year. Sandwell and Dudley 
recorded the biggest increase. 

The data showed Cannock was the 


quietest station - with 221,124 en¬ 
tries and exits, a fall of almost 11 per 
cent on 2013-2014, due to interrup¬ 
tions in service caused by engineer¬ 
ing work to electrify the Chase Line. 

The ‘top of the stops’ report, re¬ 
leased by the Office of Rail and Road 
recorded ‘entries and exits’ based on 
the total number of people travelling 
to or from the station. 

Nationally the total number of 


estimated entries and exits at Brit¬ 
ain’s stations between April 2014 
and March 2015 reached nearly 2.8 
billion, an increase of more than 119 
million. 

Almost all of the top 10 busiest 
rail stations were in London, with 
Waterloo at the top, except Birming¬ 
ham New Street station which came 
eighth in the list, with more than 
35.3 million entries and exits in the 


last year. Walsall was the second bus¬ 
iest Midlands station, with 1.3 mil¬ 
lion journeys, a rise of 1.6 per cent, 
followed by Sandwell and Dudley 
with 831,756 entries and exits, up 
5.4 per cent. 

Dudley Port recorded 421,370 jour¬ 
neys in thel2 months up until April, 
a rise of 0.6 per cent, while Coseley, 
with 411,584 entries and exits, saw a 
1.1 per cent increase. 


Bigger penalties for 
drivers using mobiles 


Report by David Banner 


MOTORISTS caught using 
a mobile phone while driv¬ 
ing are set to face tougher 
punishments. 

Penalty points will rise from 
three to four and fines will go 
up 50 per cent to £150 under 
Government proposals. 

But the Institute of Advanced Mo¬ 
torists (IAM) warned that the move 
would not have a ‘dramatic impact’ 
unless there were more traffic police 
officers to enforce the law. 

Under the measures, drivers of 
larger vehicles such as HGVs would 
receive six points for being caught 
on a mobile phone - up from three 
- because the consequences of an 
accident can be much more severe. 

Drivers can be banned from the 
road if they receive 12 points within 
three years. 

In 2014 the use of a mobile phone 
was a contributing factor in 21 fatal 
accidents and 84 which were classed 
as serious, according to Department 
for Transport (DfT) statistics for 
Britain. 

Serious 

Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin said: “Using a mobile 
phone at the wheel is reckless and 
costs lives -1 want to see it become a 
social taboo like not wearing a seat- 
belt. We will take action to tackle 
this persistent problem, with an 
emphasis on the most serious of¬ 
fenders.” 

Most people caught for the first 
time will be given the opportunity 
to avoid points on their licence by 
taking an educational course which 
focuses on the effects of holding a 
mobile while driving. The IAM’s 
director of policy and research, Neil 
Greig, praised the Government’s 
desire to improve road safety but 
claimed harsher punishment for mo¬ 
bile use will not have a significant 
effect. 

He said: “What we need is an in¬ 
crease in traffic police officers who 
enforce tougher regulations, in 
which motorists would fear using a 
mobile phone at the wheel because 
they’ll get caught.” 


Four rescued as fire rips through house 



The aftermath of the house fire in Brook Street, West Bromwich, which is being treated as a crime scene 


FOUR people had to be rescued as a fire ripped through 
a house in West Bromwich. Heroic passers-by helped 
two people get out of the property in Brook Street while 
two others were pulled out by firefighters. 

A downstairs front room was completely destroyed by 
the blaze, which took hold at around 2.20pm on Sunday. 

The four men, believed to be eastern European, could 
be seen wrapped in blankets outside the property after 
the flames had been put out but they did not require hos¬ 
pital treatment. Police have launched an investigation 
following the blaze and described the terraced house as 
a crime scene. Neighbours told how they saw flames and 
thick smoke coming from the property. 

Taj Islam was driving past and after noticing the 
house was on fire he and two friends leapt into action. 
He said: “I saw flames coming out of the window, it 


looked like the living room was on fire. We started bang¬ 
ing on the door. I don’t think they were aware the fire 
was going on. There was too much smoke to get inside. 
We shouted to get everybody out. It looks like nobody 
has been injured. Fire crews then arrived and managed 
to get the other two men to safety. Firefighters wearing 
breathing apparatus climbed ladders to get to the men 
who were upstairs. Three crews from West Bromwich 
and Tipton tackled the fire. 

The road remained blocked for several hours after the 
fire was extinguished as investigations began to try and 
discover how the fire started. Firefighter Steve Lees, the 
Dudley and Stourbridge station commander, said: “It 
was a severe fire, there were flames coming out of the 
windows. It was a single room fire. We were here within 
five minutes.” 


Hundreds 
swap roles 
in move to 
save £i6m 

ALMOST 200 staff have been moved 
to alternative roles at Sandwell’s hos¬ 
pital trust as part of plans to slash 
more than £16 million from the wage 
bill. 

The organisation, which runs 
Sandwell Hospital and City Hospital, 
has been redeploying staff to other po¬ 
sitions to help cut costs. 

Bosses announced in 2014 that they 
needed to axe around 1,400 posts over 
five years to balance the books. 

But they have worked to find 
non-medical staff new roles within the 
organisation rather than losing those 
individuals. 

The hospital trust has also been 
working to reduce the amount spent 
on agency workers, choosing to invest 
more more money in permanent med¬ 
ical staff. 

Director of organisation develop¬ 
ment, Raffaela Goodby said: “We are 
part way through a five-year change 
programme, which we have been open 
about with staff and local residents. 

“In the last 15 months nearly 200 
staff have been redeployed into new 
roles, as we look to reduce safely our 
pay costs, but retain valued employ¬ 
ees, many of whom live locally. 

“Our plans for 2016, 2017 and 2018 
will be confirmed in spring 2016, but 
we would expect them to be in line 
with previously published estimates 
of increased community-based staff¬ 
ing and reduced staffing in back office 
functions and some hospital func¬ 
tions. The first step in change is al¬ 
ways reducing agency costs, and our 
priority remains quality and safety.” 

M5 link road to 
be shut for work 

A LINK road connecting the M5 to 
the M6 will be closed for six nights 
from next week. The stretch heading 
south, near Wednesbury - one of the 
busiest parts of the West Midlands 
motorway network - will close at 9pm 
between January 5 and January 10. 

Highways England will be working 
on the link road and the closure of the 
slip road could cause headaches for 
many drivers. The closures will mean 
drivers on the southbound carriage¬ 
way wanting to join the M5 will in¬ 
stead have to travel to junction seven, 
leave the motorway and then get back 
on the northbound side so they can 
join the M5 using the eastbound slip 
road at junction eight. 

Workers will be installing traffic 
loop sensors on the road, to monitor 
the speed and flow of traffic. 

Van driver who died 
in crash is named 

A MAN from Walsall who was killed 
in a crash on the M6 has been named 
by police as Wajid Mahmood. The 
44-year-old was driving a white 
Mercedes Sprinter van alongside a 
passenger, yet to be named, who was 
also killed on December 17. 
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Mayhem on 
roads and 
at shops in 
sales rush 

TENS of thousands of shoppers 
stormed the sales at shops over the 
weekend, with experts saying £3.74 
billion was spent nationwide on Box¬ 
ing Day alone. 

Huge queues of traffic snaked out 
of the Merry Hill Shopping Centre 
in Brierley Hill on Sunday - with the 
chaos expected to continue for a few 
days into the new year. 

But the mayhem is good news for 
the local economy, with Merry Hill 
bosses revealing this festive period 
was their busiest to date. 

The New Square shopping centre 
in West Bromwich also experienced 
its busiest ever December, with an 
estimated 900,000 visitors. 

Centre manager Steve Burr said: 
“We’re delighted to be able to report 
another record-breaking Christmas 
for New Square, with exceptional 
footfall and many of our retailers also 
reporting their highest ever sales fig¬ 
ures.” 

Mr Burr added: “We’ve got bigger 
and better plans for next year, so are 
looking forward to an even more suc¬ 
cessful Christmas in 2016!” 

Intu, which owns the Merry Hill 
shopping complex in Brierley Hill, 
said tens of thousands of shoppers 
had descended on its stores during 
the sales rush and causing some dis¬ 
ruption to motorists travelling in the 
vicinity. 

“There were queues at a number of 
our sites and it was an early start for 
some of our more popular retailers,” 
said Gordon McKinnon, operations 
director of Intu. 

Ellie hits out at 
free swim move 

GOLDEN girl Ellie Simmonds has 
spoken of her ‘disappointment’ over 
Walsall Council’s decision to axe free 
swimming for children. 

The Paralympic champion lent her 
name to the initiative when it was set 
up seven years ago. She expressed the 
hope that the authority may bring 
back the scheme in the future.Around 
two thirds of adults and more than 20 
per cent of 10-year-olds in Walsall are 
considered seriously overweight. 

Council bosses say the scheme is 
no longer financially viable and, from 
January 1, a standard fee of £2 is to 
be brought in for children to swim at 
borough baths. Ellie, aged 21, said: 
“Being able to swim is an important 
life skill and I have always felt that 
everyone should be able to swim.” 

vandals rip up 
youngsters' trees 

VANDALS have struck in Bilbrook, 
near Wolverhampton, with 30 trees 
planted by pupils taken. They have 
been replanted. The trees, on Jubilee 
Wood were planted by Bilbrook Mid¬ 
dle School and Stafford College. 


Severe fire wrecks empty industrial unit 



The fire, picture courtesy of @Oldburyfire 


FIREFIGHTERS battled a severe 
blaze at a derelict industrial unit 
in Tipton for more than seven 
hours. 

Plastic recycling materials went 
up in flames at the unit in Horse- 
ley Road, Horseley Heath. 

Firefighters arrived at the scene 
just after 8pm on Saturday and 
didn’t leave until 3.30am Sunday 
as the fire burned long into the 
night. 

A hydraulic platform was used 
as firefighters tackled the flames 
from above. 


It is believed arsonists may have 
started the blaze. A West Midlands 
Fire Service spokesman said: “The 
fire has started from a large quan¬ 
tity of compacted plastic refuse 
within a disused 8m by 20m single 
storey factory unit. 

Ongoing 

“Crews from Oldbury and Tip- 
ton contained the fire before going 
back at 6am the following morning 
to check it wouldn’t start again. 

“They deemed it safe at that 
point.” 


Investigations are ongoing into 
how the fire started. 

Firefighter Mark Avery, from 
Oldbury Fire Station, described 
the fire as ‘severe’. 

The unit was wrecked. 

The site has been targeted by ar¬ 
sonists in the past. 

In 2013, more than 100 one-ton 
compacted bales of plastic were set 
alight. 

At the height of the inferno, 
flames and smoke billowed out of 
the site and residents were advised 
to keep their windows closed. 


School expansion plan is 
bonkers, savs councillor 


PLANS to expand a primary school 
that has been in special meas¬ 
ures since 2013 have been labelled 
‘bonkers’. 

Walsall Council has recently placed Kings 
Hill Primary School, Wednesbury, on a list for 
potential expansion, meaning it could be set to 
welcome more pupils, despite being in special 
measures since an Ofsted inspection in 2013. 

Councillor Doug James, who represents Dar- 
laston North, called the decision ‘bonkers’ and 
claimed expanding schools with a better repu¬ 
tation would benefit the borough more. 

The outburst comes after it emerged stand¬ 
ards in Walsall’s primary schools are among 
the worst in the country. 

Ofsted’s annual report revealed the borough 
slumped to 143rd place out of 150 local author¬ 
ities for youngsters attending good or outstand¬ 
ing primary schools. 

It was also revealed on that primary schools 
in Walsall are posting some of the worst test 
scores in the country, ranking joint 142nd out 
of 152 local authorities. 

He said: “Walsall Council has listed Kings 
Hill Primary School for consideration of a ‘new 
form entry’ over several other local schools 
that Ofsted classify as good. 

Decision 

“How is it acceptable to consider all the rel¬ 
evant policies and procedures yet still come 
up with the wrong answer? Darlaston’s Old 
Church Primary School recently submitted an 
application to become a ‘double Form entry’ 
school and had their application rejected. 

“The decision to reject requests of schools 
with a ‘Good’ rating for more school places, 
despite huge local demand, de-values the work 
of headteachers, teachers, and ignores parents’ 
aspirations for their children. 

“Local parents and our young people deserve 
to have the best school places available to them. 

“This is not happening in Darlaston as a 
result of unfair and unreasonable decisions 
by Walsall Council’s Education leader. It is a 
bonkers decision, you couldn’t make it up.” 

Walsall Council education boss Councillor 
Chris Towe said: “Walsall Council operates a 
robust annual process to assess and predict the 
need for school places across the borough. 

“The proposal to enlarge Kings Hill School is 
subject to an ongoing consultation process the 
outcome of which will be reported to Cabinet 
who will then make the final decision on the 
expansion proposal.” 



A FATHER left severely disabled 
after a suspected hit-and-run has 
received the support of a local 
businessman, who is offering a 
£10,000 reward to catch the per¬ 
son responsible. 

The cash reward was first of¬ 
fered 12 months to the day since 
the incident took place, for infor¬ 
mation leading to a conviction. 

Mark Rennison, aged 36, says 
he was riding along Slacky Lane 
in Bloxwich around 5.20pm on 
December 13 last year when he 
was hit by a car. He said: “The car 
came around the corner but took 


it too wide and crossed over on to 
my side of the road. He had been 
proper going for it between the 
estates. I heard him coming but I 
didn’t expect him to come around 
the corner on the wrong side. All 
I could see is lights coming at me. 

“The next thing I remember is 
waking up in the hospital.” 

Mr Rennison was taken to Wal¬ 
sall Manor Hospital. He said he 
could not feel anything from the 
neck down. He was later trans¬ 
ferred to Robert Jones and Agnes 
Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital in 
Owestry where his condition im¬ 


proved with rehabilitation. But 
he still has no use of his right 
arm while his right leg is ‘like a 
lump of jelly’, he said. Mr Renni¬ 
son, whose nine-year-old son and 
14-year-old step-daughter live 
in France, is current residing at 
Victoria House care home in Tip- 
ton awaiting for his home to be 
adapted with modifications. 

His father Gregory, whom he 
describes as his ‘rock’, will be liv¬ 
ing with him. Anyone with infor¬ 
mation should contact police on 
101 using incident reference 1839 
of December 13, 2014. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bus engine fire 
drama is probed 

PASSENGERS had to be evacuated 
from a bus after it caught fire in Wil- 
lenhall. Two fire engines were called 
to the scene on Bilston Lane around 
2.22pm on Tuesday December 22. 

Firefighters in breathing apparatus 
used two hose reel jets to put out the 
flames in around half an hour. 

The blaze started in the engine of 
the Arriva Midlands vehicle. 

Spokesman for the firm, Keith 
Myatt, said: “We are investigating an 
incident concerned with one of our 
buses. 

“We had our engineering team out 
as soon as we were given information 
about the problem with the vehicle. 

“We are working with them and 
carrying out a thorough investigation 
into the matter.” 

All passengers were safely removed 
before fire crews arrived. West Mid¬ 
lands Police closed off the road at 
the junction with Birmingham Street 
while the area was made safe. 

Comic Mitch to 
perform at hall 

COMEDIAN and writer Mitch Benn 
will be performing at Stourbridge 
Town Hall in April. He regularly 
features on BBC Radio 4’s The Now 
Show. 

Tickets are now on sale for his show 
Don’t Believe A Word on April 26 at 
8pm. 

Benn also appears on It’s Been a 
Bad Week for BBC Radio 2. Three 
series of his successful Radio 4 show, 
Mitch Benn’s Crimes Against Music 
have been broadcast so far. He also 
presents The Mitch Benn Music Show 
on BBC Radio 7. 

72 homes planned 
for former car site 

MORE than 70 new homes will be 
built on an industrial estate once 
home to a major car manufacturer. 

Wolverhampton council has re¬ 
vealed plans for 72 homes on the 
Tower and Fort Works site in Graise- 
ley. It would see the 3.4 acres of land 
sold to a development partner for 
family homes. Proposals to redevelop 
the site in Pelham Street have been in 
the pipeline for years. The works were 
once home to the country’s third larg¬ 
est car manufacturer, Clyno, before it 
moved out during 1927. 

Police net 152 
cannabis plants 

A HUGE haul of cannabis plants has 
been seized following a morning raid 
in Walsall. Officers swooped on the 
property at Kingsley Street in Pleck 
at 10.12am on Tuesday December 22. 

They discovered four rooms full of 
cannabis plants and removed 152 in 
total which will all be destroyed. 

West Midlands Police’s Cannabis 
Disposal Team posted: “If you live in 
Kingsley Street #Pleck and are miss¬ 
ing four rooms full of #cannabis don’t 
panic. We have it. Merry Xmas!” 
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IN MY 

Apprentice 
throws up 
boastful 
candidates 


A REPORT this week claimed 90 per cent 
of Britain’s hospitals were understaffed 
because they are struggling to recruit 
enough nurses. 

The survey comes a month after David 
Loughton, chief executive of the Royal 
Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust, 
said the biggest threat to the future of 
the NHS was not a lack of money, but a 
shortage of suitably trained staff. 

In years gone by, the solution would 
have been in Mr Loughton’s hands as in 
the past, hospitals ran their own training 
schools where new recruits were taught 
their skills. 

That is now but a memory, after some¬ 
body had the bright idea that all new 
nurses have to go through university be¬ 
fore they are deemed ready to perform 
full nursing duties, with two in three appli¬ 
cants being turned down because there 
are not enough places. 

Presumably, that is what the former 
Prime Minister meant by education, edu¬ 
cation, education. A great way to meet a 
political target of getting 50 per cent of all 
young people into university, but a lousy 
way of running a health service. 

■ ■■ 

ABOUT a month ago, I took a long 
weekend in Lanzarote to enjoy a bit of 
winter sunshine. It was only a three-night 
stay, but even so, I needed a decent-sized 
suitcase and a flight bag as well. 

So how come the candidates on The 
Apprentice, who are signing up to 12 
weeks living in the same house, each 
takes with them only a dainty little suit¬ 
case - on wheels, of course - to last them 
the duration of the series? 

Despite finding space for the manicure 
sets and hair straighteners which they all 
seem to find obligatory, they manage to 
have all their belongings neatly packed 
up ready for each time they find them¬ 
selves in the boardroom. My business 
plan would be for those special suitcases 
which are bigger inside than out. 

■ ■■ 

BUT wasn’t it nice to see The Appren¬ 
tice won by a lad with a touch of humility, 
and a desire to learn? 

The series has produced its fair share of 
braggarts and bigmouths over theyears. 
There has been Philip “Pantsman” Taylor 
who declared himself the Elvis Presley 
of business, and the ever-loveable Katie 
Hopkins who has made a career out of 
spewing her bile on Twitter. This series it 
was Richard Hill, the David Brent sound- 
alike who branded himself as “the Swiss 
army knife of business”. Few people 
would have argued he was a bit of a tool. 

And what do all these sneering, leer¬ 
ing, “big characters” have in common? 
Not one of them has won. The moral is, 
if you want to make boastful, over-blown 
claims on your audition tape, you might 
indeed win a place in the series. But don’t 
be surprised to be ‘fired’ once you have 
served your entertainment value. 



Officers at under threat Wolverhampton Central Mosque 


Pavlo Lapshyn - mosque bomber 


When rioting hit the streets of Wolverhampton 


Police chief talks of 
triumphs and 


Chris Sims, the region’s most 
senior police officer for 
eight years, is soon to retire, 
as ROB GOLLEDGE reports 

FOR more than eight years Chris 
Sims has been a Chief Constable. 
First at Staffordshire and then West 
Midlands, he has been one of the 
country’s most senior police of¬ 
ficers for 16 years. 

“I think people will be surprised how 
operational it is,” the 57-year-old says in 
his last interview before retiring in a cou¬ 
ple of weeks. 

“A lot of the authority for deploying tactics 
sits with the Chief Constable. So I get to be in¬ 
volved with that but at the same time you are 
running an organisation of 10,000 people and 
half a billion pounds so it is equally a manage¬ 
ment task and managing relationships with 
partners locally, central government other 
forces, and juggling all of those things. 

Obvious 

“From my perspective doing that success¬ 
fully you need to have a clear view of what you 
want to achieve otherwise you get caught up in 
the here and now. My view has been if we are 
not about protecting people what are we here 
for? All staff and police must put the public 
first.” 

Mr Sims’ tenure at the top of West Mid¬ 
lands Police - the country’s second-largest 
force - has coincided with a huge programme 
of budget cuts worth £130 million since 2010 
because of government austerity. 

Despite the loss of 3,000 police officers and 
staff, he believes the force is in a strong posi¬ 
tion, yet, as reported recently, he admits the 
police can no longer respond to every call in 
person. 

“You can always do more with more people 
- that is obvious. 

“We managed to get in a pattern where we 
were changing the way we worked quicker 
than we were losing staff - so we managed 




Chief Constable Chris Sims shares his views before retiring in the New Year 


with responding to the public and crime, but 
with the sense that if you do not change faster 
than you shrink, you have a real problem. 

“Terrorism was the only area that was pro¬ 
tected financially for obvious reasons. I think 
we were able to take a lot of the pain of job 
losses from the areas that were not impacting 
on the service and protection of the public. I 
am not sure we could have continued that for 
another five years of cuts. 

“We were in the throws of how we remodel 
neighbourhood and response policing. That is 
now for my successor to think through. 

“The plan we did for 2020 was certainly a 
response to austerity but also primarily a re¬ 
sponse to what is happening in policing. 

“The change programme is as much about 
addressing those issues as it is cutting budgets. 
We need to carry on the change programme.” 

Mr Sims left Oxford University in 1980 with 


a degree in modern history before joining the 
Metropolitan Police in London. 

Having risen through the ranks he trans¬ 
ferred to Staffordshire Police as a Superinten¬ 
dent in 1994 and was promoted to Assistant 
Chief Constable of West Midlands Police four 
years later. 

In 2003 he became Deputy Chief Constable 
and, following a stint as Director of Policing 
Policy at the National Policing Improvement 
Agency, became Chief Constable of Stafford¬ 
shire Police in 2007. 

He returned to the West Midlands in June 
2009 as Chief Constable. 

He was awarded an OBE in 2003 and 
Queen’s Police Medal in 2010. 

He says one regret is that more has not 
been done to merge police forces or for them 
to work closer. 

He says Britain’s current 43 forces model is 


not sustainable, adding: “Having been Chief 
Constable in Staffordshire and then at West 
Midlands, I hoped we would be further down 
the track with the work we do with other re¬ 
gional forces. 

“We still run the motorway policing and 
more serious organised crime work together, 
but if you asked me six or seven years ago, I 
would have thought there would be more con¬ 
vergence.” 

“I think policing in the wider West Mid¬ 
lands region would be stronger if we worked 
together.” 

Mr Sims said the proudest moment in his 
career came with swiftly restoring order fol¬ 
lowing the 2010 riots, and the investigation 
into racist killer and mosque bomber Pavlo 
Lapshyn who struck in Walsall, West Brom¬ 
wich and Wolverhampton in 2013. 

Lapshyn was caught in 2013 following a 
painstaking inquiry that saw detectives trawl 
tens of thousands of hours of CCTV to piece 
together the Ukrainian student’s movements 
and link him to the three bomb blasts. 

Diverse 

Mr Sims said “That investigation embodied 
all that is good about West Midlands Police: 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with our di¬ 
verse communities, fantastic detective work, 
and good old fashioned neighbourhood polic¬ 
ing with officers knocking on doors until they 
came across Lapshyn’s place of work.” 

He now plans a brief hiatus before aiming 
to return to policing in a senior leadership role 
nationally in the New Year. 

He added: “I will miss the people and being 
at the heart of the big issues that affect peo¬ 
ple’s lives in the West Midlands and hopefully 
influencing in a positive way. 

“I intend to recharge the batteries because 
as Chief Constable you never really switch off; 
I’m looking forward to that but don’t want to 
be away from policing for too long. 

Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson described Mr Sims as ‘an outstand¬ 
ing public servant’ who has ‘devoted his life 
to protecting the security and safety of the 
public’. He added: “Chris Sims has served the 
West Midlands with distinction and given over 
30 years of devoted service as an officer I wish 
him all the best for the future.” 



£3.89 Monday-Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNC ION ROOM FOR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



HPBHIH 


FROM £549* 

Five days various departure dates 
Price includes: 

• Return flights 

• Four nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• Guided tours of Baroque and 
Ancient Rome 

• Timed visit to Villa Borghese 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 


Experience one of the world’s most compelling 
cities, Rome, with probably more to see here 
than in any other capital. 

Enjoy a guided tour of baroque Rome, both 
flamboyant and elegant in nature. See Piazza Navona, 
Rome’s most famous square, lined with cafes and 
restaurants, and arguably the city’s social centre, full 
of street entertainers and artists. 

Admire the Vatican, home to the Pope, largest church 
in the world, St Peter’s, inside the Sistine Chapel, one 
of art’s greatest masterpieces and the Trevi Fountain. 
Also included is a fascinating tour of Ancient Rome, 
the greatest empire of its time. The tour features sights 
such as Palatine Hill where there are the remains of 
the lavish villas of the elite, including the Emperor. 


*Variable according to departure date - 
go to the website for latest prices and 
availability 


The day also includes a visit to one of the most 
famous centres of ‘entertainment’ the Colosseum, the 
scene of some of the most cruel acts ever committed. 


Organised by Riviera Travel 
(ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


A final excursion is a timed visit to the Villa Borghese, 
housing some of the city’s finest museums, with 
artefacts showcasing Rome’s history, plus one of the 
world’s greatest fine art collections. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 










































Forcing children 
is not the answer 

I SEE the latest plan to combat obesity in 
the Wolverhampton area is an attempt to ‘ 
make’ children walk or run a mile everyday 
in school. Hmm! 

Putting the onus on schools and the staff 
- again - will not work. School is for reading 
and writing: or so I have always thought. 
How about ‘making’ adults eat less and ex¬ 
ercise more? One needs to alter the general 
mindset. One cannot ‘force’ something on 
people. These efforts are generally resented. 

S SHUTER 

Birmingham 

No faith in 
police with 
no-show 

THROUGH your letters 
page, I would like to reas¬ 
sure WM Police Chief Con¬ 
stable Chris Sims that my 
family ceased expecting the 
police to come out to every 
crime in 2007. 

My son, then aged 17, 
had his first car broken into 
overnight and the stereo 
stolen. 

He called the police, only 
to be told there was no point 
in them coming out as there 
would be no useful evidence; 
they gave him a crime refer¬ 
ence number for insurance 
purposes. 

A few days later, the 
plastic cops - the PCSOs - 
turned up and, despite there 
being no adult at home, took 
a statement from my son. 

Whether our Harvills 
Hawthorn address had any¬ 
thing to do with the police’ 
total lack of interest is any¬ 
body’s guess. 

But Mr Sims should not 
lose sleep unduly - some 
parts of West Bromwich 
have had no faith in the po¬ 
lice for years. 

KGORDON 

Black Lake 


Library scheme is 
just vandalism 

THE deliberate destruction of a corner of 
the central library was nothing more than 
deliberate council vandalism. 

This piece of ‘brutalist’ architecture will 
be nothing more than a pile of rubble in 
weeks. Once it’s gone it’s gone, and only 
in the future will, the short-sightedness of 
this destruction become another story in 
the long sorry saga of the great buildings 
bulldozed down by successive philistine 
councils of Birmingham. 

S VAUGHAN 
Birmingham 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Show floods victims 
how much we care 


MY interest in the Cumbria 
floods stems from the fact 
that our youngest son and 
his family live just outside 
of Keswick. 

They have not been di¬ 
rectly affected by the floods 
as such, as their village 
is about 500 to 1,000 feet 
above the flood line, on the 
side of Skiddaw. There is a 
small beck which runs down 
from the fell, just on the 
other side of the lane where 
they live. This was running 
at about fifty times its nor¬ 
mal capacity, and water 
running off the fell down the 
road had to be diverted into 
the beck to avoid the water 
running into the houses in 
the lane where they live. 

Their water was off for a 


spell, and they had to rely 
on bottled water for a while. 

However, hundreds of 
families have had their 
homes wrecked not once in 
a week, but twice. 

This country is always 
very willing to send funds 
abroad, but isn’t it time for 
‘charity to begin at home’. 

A charitable fund has 
been set up, and dona¬ 
tions can be sent to: http:// 
campaign.justgiving.com/ 
charity/cumbriafoundation/ 
cumbriafloodappeal2015 or, 
cheques payable to: Cum¬ 
bria Community Founda¬ 
tion, to CCF Dovenby Hall, 
Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA 
13 OPN. 

P COLE 
Kingswinford 


Memories 
of Ali photos 

I WAS very interested to 
read ‘Ali photos really are 
greatest to behold’ regard¬ 
ing the great Muhammad 
Ali. 

My late father was a great 
fan. I remember Les Ward 
and his wife, family and 
daughter Pat Smith, we had 
a caravan almost opposite to 
the Ward family’s caravan 
in Mid Wales, and we were 
quite friendly with them, 
and knew what great friends 
Les was with Muhammad. 

He once bought my son a 
photo of Ali which he was so 
thrilled with (my son was 
only nine, youngster then of 
course). I am now 80 years 
of age and all this brought 
back so many happy memo¬ 
ries. My parents names were 
Mr and Mrs Horace Hughes 
and my son’s name was and 
is Dean Williams. 

I hope Pat Smith, nee 
Ward reads this letter and 
remembers us. Happy days. 

ANITA WILLIAMS 

Tipton 

Surely hate is 
wrong word? 

SO, Gazza tells a bad taste 
joke about a security guard. 
The police interviewed the 
‘victim’ since it is a ‘hate’ 
crime. 

Well, Chris Simms, it may 
have been a lousy joke by 
today’s PC standards - no 
pun intended - but you will 
have to rewrite the diction¬ 
ary to define it as hate. Then 
stories emerge about police 
failure to protect children. 
Well boys and girls, the po¬ 
lice are busy speaking to a 
once great footballer, with 
recent history of mental 
illness, for telling bad jokes 
whilst trying to earn a crust. 
Mind how you go. 

R WHITE 

West Bromwich 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


®interia - _ 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WINTER SALE 


OAP OFFERS LESS-ABLED INSTORE DIY 

INSTALLATION DEALS SHOWER SPECIAL SPECIALS 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM INSTALLATION 


FREE TILES# 

rprr heated 

rncc TOWEL RAIL 

FREE MIRROR 
FREE ext f r a£ tion 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN INSTALLATION 


FREE OVEN & HOB 
FREE SINK & TAP 

rnrr COOKER 

rrtcc hood 


1 DAY FULL 
INSTALLATION* 
Remove Old Bath 
Replaster Walls 
As Required 

Supply Walk In Enclosure, 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat, 
Thermostatic Shower 
Fully Tiled Or Panels 


£1579.00 + VAT 

0% vat For Qualifying Adaptions 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM 


BATHS £30.00 

VANITY UNIT £45.00 

SHOWER nn 

ENCLOSURES LOUiUU 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN 


CHIMNEY HOODS £39.00 

GAS HOB £35 
OVENS £99 

GAS COOKERS £130 


upto WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 

90% OFF SALE 


WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 
POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 

WS10 7LH 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 




NEW YEAR SALE STARTS 2ND IANUARY11AIH 

INSPIRATIONAL 3^ Inspired 

FIRES L FIREPLACES UC? " 3 r ,IC5M * 



UP TO 50% OFF MASSIVE SAVINGS! 




Terms and conditions apply see in store for details 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 

H Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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James and Darren with Claire Hannibal and Poppy, aged one, from Oldbury 


Left, James McClean, James Morrison and Rickie Lambert and Darren Fletcher with families 


James McClean, James Morrison and Rickie Lambert with Lesharna Preece, seven James Morrison with 11-month-old twins Nancy and Frankie Meek 


Baggies bonus 



Scotland international Darren Fletcher 
with Bethany Daly, 16, from Tipton 


Festive 


BAGGIES stars brought some Christ¬ 
mas cheer to youngsters at Sandwell 
General Hospital as they paid their 
annual festive visit to the Children’s 
ward. 

West Bromwich Albion captain Darren 
Fletcher joined James Morrison, Rickie 
Lambert and James McClean in handing 
out early Christmas gifts to the excited 
children recently. 

And for midfielder Morrison, he said it was 
important to take time away for the game and 


visit those that could be facing the prospect of 
spending Christmas in the wards. 

He said: “I’ve been coming here now for nine 
years and it’s always nice to get down and away 
from football. 

“The most important bit is making kids smile 
and making them feel better leading up to 
Christmas and putting them in a good place.” 

Games consoles, provided by training partner 
FCL, and signed footballs were just some of the 
goodies presented to the grateful children. 

According to staff, many are keen Albion fans 
and the day provides Christmas cheer for the 
unfortunate youngsters every year. James Mor¬ 


rison said: “I’ve got a two year old. So she knows 
what Santa’s about now so it’s a good time.” 

Joy Haywood, Paediatric Ward Manager at 
Sandwell, reserved special praise for the Premier 
League stars on their visit. 

She said: “The buzz from the Albion players 
coming is always very good at this hospital. It 
lifts the whole unit really. The kids really enjoy 
meeting them and the players are really good, 
they always like to have a chat. 

“We obviously have a high percentage of kids 
that are Albion fans. It’s nice that the Baggies 
have supported us for a number of years and 
they come every year faithfully.” 



Striker Rickie Lambert with Holly 
Huburn, 15 months, from Wednesbury 


live Ifihff ,$ 


Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

***NEW 3.30PM SESSION STARTS 4TH JANUARY*** 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church (Wesley Centre) 
Spring Head @ 7.30pm 
Contact Tracey 07463 784133 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.15am and 
11.15am 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 

Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jane 07870 421423 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am, 11.30am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01902 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 9.30am and 7.00pm 

Contact Jodie 07547 771319 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
SMETHWICK 
Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 
BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 


BILSTON 

Lower Bradley Community Centre 
Wallace Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church, 
Merton Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 
Contact Stacy 07411 486694 

TIVIDALE 

St Michael’s Church, 

Tividale Road, B69 2LQ @ 5.00pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 


****NEW GROUP OPENS 7TH JANUARY** 
TIVIDALE 

Ormaston Sandwell Community Academy, 
Lower City Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Sarah 07875 445462 



WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road @ 9.30am 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Carole 07854 413929 


FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 9.30am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Bleakhouse Road @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B69 1 HE @ 9.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 


Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and 
present members in this area 
contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 for more details. 


visit the website for delicious 

slimmingworld.co.uk?' 


recipes-. 


(Slimmin 


no® 0344 897 8000 


touching hearts, changing lives 



Explore your world with 

star ★extra travel 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air 
and Eurostar, plus holidays 
further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 


























































City gallery plays host 
to New Art exhibition 



Self-portrait by Rosa Denby Artwork by Nicola Onions 



Jakki Carey’s work called Is, which warns of climate change 


FROM a glacial lake in Ice¬ 
land to an abstract self-por¬ 
trait, a wide range of art will 
be on display at exhibitions 
in the West Midlands in the 
coming months. 

The four New Art West Mid¬ 
lands exhibitions will open in 
stages through spring 2016, be¬ 
ginning on February 12 at Bir¬ 
mingham Museum & Art Gallery, 
followed by Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery later in the year. 

Visitors can expect a mixture of 
painting, photography, sculpture, 
video and installation. 

The artists selected to be part of 
New Art West Midlands 2016 were 
chosen by a panel of leading figures 
in the art world, including artist and 
academic Sonia Boyce, artist John 
Stezaker and Katharine Stout, Head 
of Programme at ICA, London. 

Exciting 

Mac Birmingham will be joining Bir¬ 
mingham Museum and Art Gallery, 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery and the 
Herbert Gallery & Museum, Coventry, 
in hosting the exhibitions. 

Wendy Law, director of Turning 
Point West Midlands, said: “It is ex¬ 
citing to see just how much New Art 
West Midlands has grown over the last 
four years and to be working again 
with our partners. 

“There is a diverse range of talent 
and work coming out of our art schools 
and universities in the West Midlands. 

“New Art West Midlands provides 
an important opportunity at a crucial 
point in the careers of these artists, 
enabling them to have their work dis¬ 
played in highly respected galleries 
and to be seen and enjoyed by a wide 
public.” 

The annual exhibitions are designed 
to give upcoming artists a career boost 


and showcase their work. Five artists 
will win a cash prize of £1,000. 

Among the highlights is Jakki Car¬ 
ey’s piece called Is, showing a glacial 
lake in Iceland which she says offers a 
direct warning from nature about cli¬ 
mate change. And by manipulating oil 
paint, scratching and removing it from 
the surface of the canvas, Rosa Denby 
has created a series of self-portraits 


reminiscent of Pauline Boty’s Pop Art 
paintings that express feelings of mul¬ 
tiple anxieties. 

Birmingham City University gradu¬ 
ate Matt Parker’s audio-visual instal¬ 
lation, The Imitation Archive, will be 
exhibited across all four venues. 

New Art West Midlands 2015 is sup¬ 
ported with funding from the National 
Lottery by Arts Council England. 


Dental Implants 


The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 

• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
• Enjoy your food & socialising again! • We can help you! 




r jr ' 

If you are missing one or all of your teeth we c« 

an certainly help you 

Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 

STELLA MARIS [ 

CENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
y the installation 
has been 
completed 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 




Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 




Willows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards 

Ivery window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 
31st December 10 - 3pm I Closed Friday 1st January 
Open 2nd January 9 - 4pm I Monday 4th Janaury - normal opening times 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


30 years. 


S Replace the > 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 


3 


room you can use 
sail year rounds 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
TT , 7 _ T 7 Saturday: 9am to 4pm 

Halesowen B62 9LS Sunday Closed 
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"Woman and 
attack pair 
facing jail 
over torture 

A WOMAN and two friends are facing 
jail after being found guilty of carry¬ 
ing out a violent attack on her former 
lover at his flat in West Bromwich. 

Uche Ogwuegbu was visited by his 
ex-partner Chito Adichie and tortured 
by Michael Spence and Isaiah Am- 
bersley. He was beaten, had a knife 
held to his neck, was tied up and had 
boiling water poured over his feet and 
legs. He was left tied up after the at¬ 
tackers fled and managed to free him¬ 
self after an hour. 

They made off with watches, jew¬ 
ellery, mobile phones, a laptop and 
£10,000 in cash from the flat at Cam- 
berley House, Beacon View Road. 

A jury of six men and six women 
took an hour and 46 minutes to return 
unanimous guilty verdicts on charges 
of robbery, false imprisonment and 
assault causing grievous bodily harm 
against all three defendants. 

The trio were remanded in custody 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court and 
will be sentenced in the new year. 

Prosecutor David Swinnerton told 
the jury Adichie and Mr Ogwuegbu, 
both Nigerian, had been in a relation¬ 
ship, but split in 2012. The attack was 
part of a plot to steal the cash from Mr 
Ogweugbu using torture, he said. 

Adichie, aged 37, of Churchill Walk, 
Tipton, claimed her former lover had 
owed her £4,200 following their ‘fling’ 
and had agreed to pay some of the 
money back to pay for treatment for 
her sick mother in Africa. 

She said she had gone to the flat 
to pick up her belongings and to con¬ 
front him about a driving licence and 
loan taken out in her husband’s name. 

She said she was accompanied by 
Spence, 26, of Tame Street, West Bro¬ 
mwich, and Ambersley, 44, of Shurb- 
bery Avenue, Tipton, because she 
feared she would be molested. 

Mr Ogwuegbu said he thought he 
was going to be killed after being am¬ 
bushed. 


Blues Brother performer 
claimed £2lk in benefits 


Shadow’s contest success 



The winner of the Best Pet Competition, Sandwell - Shadow the cat, with owner Tracy Forrest 


A CAT who has proven itself to have nine 
lives is the winner of a best pet competition 
in Sandwell. The contest was run by Link 
Me Local in association with Penparc Pet 
Centre in Great Bridge and won by Shadow 
the cat, whose proud owner Tracy Forrest 
picked up her winnings, to spend in-store. 

Shadow was dumped in a box on a canal 
towpath at around four weeks old. She was 
handed into the vet and became very poorly 
and almost died a few times. 

But, being a little fighter, Shadow went 
from strength to strength although it has 
left her slightly brain damaged, which 
causes her head to tilt head and she is also 
deaf. Tracy decided to enter Shadow into 
a cat show and wowed the judges with her 


cheeky nature. Felicity Freer owner of 
Penparc Pet Centre and Claire Newbold 
owner of community website Link Me Local 
thought Shadow’s was an amazing story. 

Claire said: “Link Me Local would like 
to thank everyone who entered the com¬ 
petition and made a donation to The Gap 
Christian Centre, with their relocation pro¬ 
gramme. I would like to thank Penparc Pet 
Centre Great Bridge for sponsoring and sup¬ 
porting Link Me Local with the competition 
and the Express and Star to help promote 
the competition, it is great to see local busi¬ 
nesses working together for a local charity 
that supports children in Sandwell.” 

To find out more about Link Me Local, log 
onto www.linkmelocal.co.uk 


A FRAUDSTER travelled the country 
thrilling crowds in a Blues Brothers 
tribute act while pocketing more than 
£21,000 in a benefits scam. 

Thomas Wilkinson claimed to have been un¬ 
able to walk very far as a result of osteoarthri¬ 
tis. But the 67-year-old was regularly appear¬ 
ing on stage at around £250-a-time as part of 
tribute act Elwood and Jake. 

Wilkinson, who had been collecting the disability 
living allowance since 1996, and incapacity benefit 
since 1994, also performed at other venues as a pop¬ 
ular Motown and Northern Soul DJ. 

Department of Work and Pensions investigators 
tipped off about the scam discovered he had been 
fit enough to perform in the Blues Brothers tribute 
act for seven years until the fraud was uncovered 
last year. 

Wilkinson, of Bournes Hill, Halesowen, con¬ 
fessed he had illegally obtained benefits totalling 
£21,266.09 between June 2007 and July last year, 
involving both disability living allowance and inca¬ 
pacity benefit. 

Suspended 

He admitted two charges of failing to notify au¬ 
thorities of a change in circumstances and at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court he was given an eight-month 
sentence suspended for two years. 

Mr Paul Mytton, prosecuting, said Wilkinson ini¬ 
tially started claiming benefits lawfully due to strug¬ 
gles with osteoarthritis which at one stage left him 
‘unable to walk very far’. 

“All would have been well in terms of his benefits 
if that had remained the position,” Mr Mytton said. 

“But it became known to the authorities that he 
was working in the period from June 2007 as a DJ 
and entertainer.” 

Mr Mytton said: “The result of that was over the 
seven-year period covered by the charges he was 
overpaid a total of £21,266.09.” 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, defending, said Wilkinson - 
who appeared at court with a walking stick - had 
no previous convictions and being dragged through 



Thomas Wilkinson at Wilkinson was half of 
crown court a Blue Brothers tribute 

the courts has given him ‘a very salutary lesson’. He 
also told the court his client is currently taking 14 
different types of medication a day and seeing five 
different consultants for a variety of ailments. 

Mr Garcha said: “When one actually looks at how 
much was overpaid per year, it’s relatively modest.” 

Judge Nicholas Webb handed Wilkinson an eight- 
month sentence suspended for two years. 

He said: “You’re a man of good character but 
you’ve effectively committed a fraud on the taxpayer 
over a period of years, which brought you a sum of 
£21,000 you shouldn’t have had. 

“That is serious and the courts take a serious view 
of it.” 

Judge Webb also gave Wilkinson a 12-month su¬ 
pervision requirement and a two-month curfew 
which means he will have to stay at home between 
8pm and 7am. 

Wilkinson has already begun repaying the money 
he fraudulently claimed, the judge said. 

Speaking afterwards, Department for Work and 
Pensions spokesman Ann Rimmell said: “Only a 
small minority of benefit claimants are dishonest, 
but cases like this show how we are rooting out the 
unscrupulous minority who are cheating the system 
and diverting taxpayers’ money from those who re¬ 
ally need it.” 



Price is per person based on 2 adults travelling on 31 Jan '16 and sharing 3 nights standard accommodation at the Circus Circus hotel in Las Vegas with return economy Virgin Atlantic flights from Manchester and include all applicable taxes and fuel surcharges, which are correct as of 26 Dec '15 and are subject to change. Price includes online discounts and must be booked online, 
if booked by telephone or in store a higher price applies. Weekend and peak season supplements may apply. Offer must be booked in January '16 and is subject to availability and standard terms and conditions. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other special offer, promotion or discount including the Frequent Virgin Club and Virgin Atlantic Flying Club. When booking by 
telephone or in-store a booking fee applies. Credit Card payments will incur a 2% charge of the value of the transaction. Calls cost no more than calls to geographical numbers (01 or 02). Offers valid for the relevant division of the Virgin Holidays Group only, for definition visit www.virginholidays.co.uk/ourfamily. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other special offer, promotion 
or discount including the Frequent Virgin Club and Virgin Atlantic Flying Club unless otherwise stated. When booking by telephone or in-store a non refundable booking fee applies. Credit Card payments will incur a 2% charge of the value of the transaction. Calls cost no more than calls to geographical numbers (01 or 02). AT0L protected (2358) and ABTA (V2043) for Virgin Holidays 
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Victims of split may get 
second chance to shine 



Andy Hubble, of Wednesbury, member of former new wave band The Victims 


WHEN punk band The Vic¬ 
tims started out in 1977, they 
had dreams of becoming the 
new Sex Pistols or Clash. 

But within six months they had 
split up and their ambitions of 
stardom had faded. 

Now the Black Country group are 
finally releasing their first recording - 
on a compilation of cult punk music. 

Having performed in previous bands 
together, such as SNAPS and the 
Sonny Richards band, vocalist Chris 
Nott from Dudley, guitarist Glyn 
Davis, bass and vocals Steve Wilson 
and drummer Andy Hubble, all from 
Wednesbury, jumped on the emerging 
punk bandwagon in 1977 with support 
from their manager Roy Massey. 

But as quick as the genre came and 
went, so did The Victims. All of the 
members were around 18, writing and 
rehearsing their own material in a 
very short space of time. 

Independent 

They were offered the use of Club 
Lafayette in Wolverhampton during 
the day as their agency used the rooms 
above, where they managed to get in a 
week’s writing and rehearsal. 

The band went on to record a series 
of demos that have now been picked up 
by independent label Detour Records 
for the compilation Bored Teenagers. 

It includes Victims tracks I’m 
Laughing At You, Fiver and Destitute. 

Drummer Andy Hubble, now 56, 
said he was delighted that the band’s 
music would be heard by a new gen¬ 
eration. He said: “We’d done loads of 
shows before together, but this felt like 
the real deal. The new wave of punk 
came in quickly and before you knew 
it everyone wanted to see punk bands 
perform straight away, so we jumped 
on the bandwagon and created one.” 

The group had a number of gim¬ 
micks, including singer Chris setting 


fire to a £5 note during the song Fiver. 
Andy said: “I must point out that back 
in 1977, a fiver was worth a lot more 
than it is today - it was a week’s wages 
for each of us.” After playing hundreds 
of gigs across the country, the next 
step for The Victims was to record 
more tracks. Roy booked a session in 
the New Horizon Studios in Coventry, 
which later that year went on to be¬ 
come the heart of the Two Tone scene. 

Not ones for slowing down, they 
then were invited to perform at Bar- 
barella’s nightclub on August bank 


holiday as part of the Birmingham 
Punk Festival, where the line-up in¬ 
cluded other bands such as 999, The 
Killjoys and Spizz Oil. Members of 
The Victims hope this new release will 
spark a new wave of interest in their 
work. Andy added: “We all just went 
our separate ways and I’ve only seen 
the lads once or twice since. But even 
today each one of us works or produces 
for the music industry.” 

The album is available on vinyl and 
CD from Detour Records and you can 
download it from iTunes and Amazon. 
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NOW REGISTERING 

NHS Dental Patients 








Come and me 
our friendly team 

Call in to find out more or 
book an appointment 
‘ NHS Dentistry is FREE 
for children 
and people 
^certain b 
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The Bridge Park 
NHS Dental Practice, Unit 1 2, 

Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 OBN 


www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 

Call 0330 1239118 

to Secure Youf Place 


Fitness or Swim 


membe 



£ 20.16 



Offer only available on 


1 st , 2 nd and 3 rd January 2016 
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Moor Street, West Bromwich 

0121 5806430 

www.westbromwichlc.co.uk 

#activeplaces #healthypeople 




places,^ 
^people 


Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in partnership with Sandwell Council 


Nothing more to pay until 1st February 2015. Terms and conditions apply. 
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HI TEC • CATERPILLAR • G STAR • MI/S0/I/ • KICKERS • SCMI • OAJMIS • LOAKE • BASE LONDON • BEN SHERMAN 


BLUNTS 

AND UNITED FOOTWEAR 



SHOE & WINTER BOOT 



GENUINE REDUCTIONS ON 
WELL KNOWN BRANDS 


A MASSIVE SELECTION OF QUALITY FOOTWEAR! 


1 MILLION PAIRS 

Available inluding party shoes • sandals • trainers • winter boots 
• wellingtons • work boots • walking shoes • slippers 
♦ sports shoes ♦ high heel fashion shoes and handbags 


IF YOU DON’T SEE WHAT YOU WANT DO PLEASE ASK! 


£ 

• 

BLUNTS SHOES 

578 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4BW 

0121 429 1794 

g 

g 

BLUNTS SHOES 

BLUNTS SHOES 


51 Pershore Road Sout, Cotteridge, 

647 Kingstanding Road, 


Birmingham, B30 3EG 

Birmingham B44 9RG 


0121 458 6406 

0121 354 7592 


bluntsshoes.com 
UP TO 80 % OFF OUR FASHION COLLECTIONS! 


• CLARKS • CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS • BALLET AND TAP SHOES • WEDDING SHOES • WELLINGTONS • 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs 
local news stories for your local paper 
for you the local reader. 

Please call NICKY COPE on 
01902 319 573 



Playground provides gift for youngsters 


* 
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Children with Councillor Bob Piper, Smethwick Town lead member, Councillor Richard Marshall, Mark Brookes, 
from Heritage Building and Conservation Ltd and Julia Morris, Sandwell Council 


CHRISTMAS came early for children 
in Sandwell thanks to a new £100,000 
play area in Lightwoods Park - with a 
host of equipment. 

Schoolchildren from Abbey Junior 
School, local councillors, council parks 
officers and representatives from Her¬ 
itage Building and Conservation Ltd 
attended the launch. 

Deputy council leader Councillor 
Steve Eling said: “We are looking for¬ 
ward to the completion of the house 


and park next year which will bring 
both back to their former glory.” 

It is the first part of the Lightwoods 
House and Park restoration that has 
been completed and has been installed 
by Blakedown Landscapes, a sub-con¬ 
tractor to the main contractor Herit¬ 
age Building and Conservation Ltd. 

Lightwoods House and Park is cur¬ 
rently undergoing a £5 million restora¬ 
tion project funded through Sandwell 
Council, the Heritage Lottery Fund 


and Big Lottery Fund, under the 
Parks for People scheme. Once com¬ 
pleted, the once-derelict Grade II 
listed Lightwoods House will have a 
cafe, office accommodation, gallery 
and grand room that will host wed¬ 
dings and other functions. 

The project will also see the creation 
of a new pond, the restoration of two 
drinking fountains and the bandstand, 
new pathways and a complete restora¬ 
tion of the Shakespeare Gardens. 


immigrant at large 
for six years over 
faked documents 


Work progressing on 
new council houses 



From left, Councillors Paul Moore and Pat Davies and Tom Watson MP 


WORK is under way on the build¬ 
ing of much needed council homes 
in West Bromwich on the site of a 
former infant and junior school. 

Kier Living is building the £3.25 
million development of 29 houses 
- a mix of two, three and four-bed¬ 
room homes - at Kent Close for 
Sandwell Council. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabi¬ 
net member for regeneration and 
economic investment, was show¬ 
ing West Bromwich East MP Tom 
Watson, and Councillor Pat Davies, 
ward member for Hateley Heath, 
how well the build is progressing. 

Councillor Moore said: “I am 
extremely impressed with the pro¬ 
gress that’s been made on the site 
since work started in September.” 


The homes are the first council 
houses to be built in Sandwell since 
2012 and will be rented and man¬ 
aged by the council. 

The whole development is set to 
be completed by August 2016. 

Councillor Moore said the devel¬ 
opment was also providing four ap¬ 
prenticeship opportunities for local 
young people in bricklaying, and 
painting and decorating. 

Mr Watson said: “These much 
needed affordable homes will give 
local families a good start on the 
housing ladder.” 

David Margerison, site manger 
at Kent Close for Kier Living, said: 
“Kier is absolutely delighted to be 
contributing towards this regener¬ 
ation project.” 


AN Iraqi immigrant was at large 
for six years after trying to open 
a bank account using fake identi¬ 
ty documents, a court heard. 

Shakhawan Ahmed fled to Norfolk 
in 2009 having been caught out at a 
TSB branch in Bridge Street Walsall 

He feared he would be repatriated to his 
war-torn home nation and was trying to 
open the bank account so he could obtain 
work and stay living in the UK. 

Prosecutor Ian Windridge told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court that Ahmed was 
caught on June 22, 2009. He said: “He 
handed over a UK driving licence in the 
name of Ali Hamed Karim but with his pho¬ 
tograph on the card. He also handed over 
what appeared to be an official residence 
permit, bearing the same details. 

“The bank worker considered the docu¬ 
ments but didn’t feel they were legitimate. 

“He checked them using an ultra violet 
system. There should have been a water¬ 
mark on the driver’s licence but there 
wasn’t and the paper for the permit was on 
gloss rather than matte paper. 

“Police were called and both documents 
were officially checked, and there was no 
record of Ali Hamed Karim.” 

Station 

At interview, Ahmed, aged 42, of Kings¬ 
ley Street, Walsall, told police that he had 
bought the documents from someone for 
£300 and picked them up at Birmingham 
New Street station. 

He appeared before the magistrates court 
in 2009 and a date was set for it to be heard 
at crown court but he didn’t attend. He re¬ 
mained at large until November this year. 

He submitted a guilty plea and accepted 
his failure to appear. 

Ahmed admitted to making false rep¬ 
resentations by producing a fake driving 
licence and residence permit and breaching 
bail. He was jailed for eight months. 

Defence barrister Oliver Woolhouse, told 
judge Kristina Montgomery QC: “He has 
been here for 15 years. He had a work per¬ 
mit in 2004 but lost it two years later. 

“He has had to work in car washes to try 
and scrape money together. 

“He is from a war-torn country, and was 
worried that he would be repatriated after 
his case went to court. 

“He found himself in a very difficult posi¬ 
tion, and took to extreme measures. 

“He is a man of intelligence, but finds 
himself in a difficult situation.” 































PUBLIC NOTICE 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 


SALE NOW ON 

NEW YEARS DAY 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


navew 

60% 



FRI 1ST JAN 
10AM-5PM 

SAT 2ND JAN 
10AM - 5PM 

SUN 3RD JAN 
10AM-4PM 


MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

KING SIZE ZEN BED FRAME 
+ LUXURY ORTHO MATTRESS 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE OVER 60% £199 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ultra 3Str + 2Str 
Latest Design Sofas 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 50% £399 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Cardiff’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £49 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

SINGLE SIZE SLIDE STORAGE 
MATTRESS AND BASE INCLUDED 

3 ONLY PER STORE - HEADBOARD EXTRA 


£89 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 


£139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 r 
CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double size Silver/ 

Beech frame and mattress 

£169 


m 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman 
storage frame and mattress ^ 


£249 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

EIDCT A 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Atlanta single size Silver 
style frame and mattress 

£99 

H^i 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

Large Oblong Table + I | |V i 
6 Chairs 

£249 ™i | l lll 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 




FIRST 3 —-- 

CUSTOMERS ONLY '^ mm . 

Solid Pine Bunks With VI 
Mattresses 

£199 




BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! 

The Backrest ortho double 
quality 2 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


!£179 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring 2 drawer Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 

i£199 





FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 

i£199 


A* 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

i£149 


* 



Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 
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Boxes of figures and memorabilia in Antony’s Star Wars room 


Antony shows off some more of his purchases, which have totalled £100,000 


Antony’s amazing collection which stretches back to his childhood 


Force is with Antony 



A model of one of the good guys, a 
rebel trooper, in its packaging 


WITH the advent of the new Star 
Wars film in the cinemas, plenty of 
fanatics are already out in force to 
show their enthusiasm for the film 
phenomenon. 

But one Brummie postman may have 
trumped the lot as he reveals his collection 
of memorabilia, which he has spent more 
than £100,000 on. 

Antony Blunt, aged 38, has been collecting for 
some 20 years and has a treasure trove of Star 
Wars memorabilia ranging from imperial shut¬ 


tles to custom-made rebel troopers. He is such an 
enthusiast in fact that he has a room dedicated 
to his favourite franchise, which is stuffed full of 
figurines and models from a galaxy far far away. 

Despite adding to his collection every weekend 
and having no plans of stopping, this is the first 
time that Antony has shown his collection off. 

He said: “I have spent over a hundred thou¬ 
sand on my collection, it’s one of my passions. 

“I have been collecting since the mid-1990s, 
but have had some of the toys since the 1980s, 
so it goes a very long way back for me. It’s re¬ 
ally been over the past 20 years though that my 
collection has really grown, but I have some re¬ 


ally great pieces because of it. The most expen¬ 
sive piece that I have is a model A-Wing fighter, 
which cost me £400. Every Friday I will sit down 
and get on the internet auctions sites to get new 
collectables. I have a rule where I have to buy at 
least one thing every Friday.” 

While most people might not have the pa¬ 
tience to put up with Antony’s obsession, which 
has cost as much as £400 for one item, partner 
Helen Cox, 43, has managed to find a way to exist 
alongside the collection. 

She said: “I do get a bit confused by the details 
that Antony goes to with his collecting, but I do 
find Star Wars quite interesting.” 



Antony with a model of Darth Vader’s Imper¬ 
ial Shuttle from The Empire Strikes Back 


ADVERTISEMENT 


No fixative, no surgery and the potential to fix denture stabilisation problems 

“I need to stress, however, the option is not 
suitable for all, but a single, free initial con¬ 
sultation would determine whether it could be 
the way forward. We never sell solutions here, 
but provide honest, comprehensive, clinical 
appraisals that help patients make informed 
choices,” says Steven. 

To achieve an harmonious fit, Denture Clinic 
prescriptions are ‘set’ using a Biofunctional 
Prosthetics System (BPS) which helps accu¬ 
rately replicate natural teeth anatomy during 
the production process. 

“The fit is stunningly accurate,” he adds. 
Typically, denture patients will be assigned 
more than three-and-a-half hours of surgery 
time in achieving the best possible outcome. 

Scanner 

The Denture Clinic operates hand-in-glove 
with Steven’s North Street Dental & Implant 
Clinic operation. 

“Having everything under one roof - den¬ 
ture provision, general dentistry and dental 
implant provision - gives us a huge set of so¬ 
lutions and a deep pool of clinical skill from 
which we can draw. 

“With a 3-D scanner, modern and air condi¬ 
tioned surgeries and a creative team, I believe 
we are strongly placed to tackle most prob¬ 
lems,” says Steven. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from 
as far as Portugal, Spain, the Isle of Skye and 
the Isle of Anglesey, adds: “Implant dentistry 
is the ultimate, long-term solution for denture 
stability problems, but it is not suitable for 
everyone, neither is it all patients’ first prefer¬ 
ence. 

“The beauty of the suction technology is 
that it has the potential to deliver in the right 
patient excellent retainer qualities without the 
complex clinical procedures required for im¬ 
plant work.” 



D ENTAL technician Steve Morris carefully crafts a den¬ 
ture, ensuring that a small aperture on the side of the 
prosthetic will be able to accommodate a tiny valve. 

The denture looks like any other, but the clever diaphragm 
development to help hold it secure can give it the edge over its 
traditional counterparts. 

“It’s clever stuff,” says Steve (GDC 142474), “a small dia¬ 
phragm seals off a one-way valve under bite pressure, creating 
a vacuum between the denture and gums. The result is a better 
fit to the soft tissues and improved resistance to any dislodg¬ 
ing forces created by eating and speaking.” 

Steak for dinner 

For the right person, the Ultra Suction Solution can remedy 
common denture stability problems without 
surgery and messy fixatives. 

“We recently manufactured a second pre¬ 
scription for a patient. We knew the fit was 
as perfect as it could possibly be, but I was 
amazed when they called the lab to tell us 
they’d been on their initial ‘test run’ with a 
steak for dinner. 

“The patient was very happy with the out¬ 
come,” adds Steve. 

The Suction Solution option attracts the 


biggest number of inquiries at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 

Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353, who heads the team at his mul¬ 
ti-disciplined practice says: “We have always 
endeavoured to be on the very cusp of clinical 
development and this device is another use¬ 
ful option in our commitment to try to deliver 
results greater than patient expectations.” 


Historically, lower dentures can present sta¬ 
bility problems as the jawbone erodes with 
age. With traditional dentures this can cause 
lower teeth to move and result in painful fric¬ 
tion problems on gums. 

The suction device can be mounted in up¬ 
per or lower dentures and due to its efficiency 
the size of the acrylic ‘plate’ can sometimes 
be reduced, improving speech and taste. 


Could this be the answer for you? 


Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS (Eng) with dentist Dr Polly Mineva, 
and right, technicians working on suction technology dentures 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North street, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 


p & 


f 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Level 

Access 


Find us on 
FACEBOOK 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 

Comberton Dental Surgery 

29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 



Qenture 

•Clinic 
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CRS WALSALL 

Day St Walsall, 
WS2 8EJ 

01922 621800 


CRS CANNOCK 

Walsall Rd, 
Cannock WS11 OJH 

01543 431321 


Eaminatei 

V-GROOVE 

m 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

2-3 The Parade 
Cannock Rd, WV10 8PZ 

01902 733366 


STONECROSS 

215 Walsall Rd, Stonecross 
West Bromwich B71 3HS 

0121 588 5904 


ONLY CANNOCK & WALSALL STORES ARE OPEN NEW YEARS DAY 10-4PM web: www.crscannock.com 
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Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 


FAST AND EFFECTIVE 
ADVERTISING RELIEF FOR YOUR 
RECRUITMENT HEADACHE 

What we can offer: 

Temporary and permanent positions 
In-paper and online advertising 
Free artwork and media planning 
Personal account manager 
C V library 

Strategic press releases 
Company profiles 
Fully tailored recruitment packages 
CV matching and sifting 
Weekly and monthly reviews 
Marketing and promotion 
Support press articles 
Banners and MPUs 
Twitter feeds 
Head hunting 
Links to external job sites 


FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 

£399+VAT 

GUARANTEED! 


This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 

• A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com 
for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

. Free expert recruitment advice 

We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit 






















payer’ 


^ Sunnyside 

fennels 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

All Prices Include VAT, *Cannot be used with any other offer 


ft pirn at 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


Donate by 
• post ^ 

Dark Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


PLEASE 

PEEP 

ME 


Text 


FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


W i 

W* • Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 


Hamper prize just the ticket for Pat 


From left, assistant neighbourhood officer Shellie Noakes, winner Pat Hall, Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Barbara 
Price and Blackheath neighbourhood officer Melanie Watkins 

A CHRISTMAS hamper was just the ticket for a Black- Rowley Regis office wanted to help raise money for Acorns 
heath resident following a fundraising prize draw. Children’s Hospice. The raffle raised £165 and the Mayor 

Pat Hall celebrated Christmas with the food basket Councillor Barbara Price visited the office in Payne Street 
following a raffle, organised by council staff, in aid of the to thank staff and present the hamper to Mrs Hall. 

Mayor of Sandwell’s charity. Councillor Price said: “I thank everyone involved and 

Neighbourhood services officers at the Sandwell Local congratulate Pat on her prize.” 


Have say on restrictions 


RESIDENTS in West Brom¬ 
wich can have their say on 
whether to allow hackney car¬ 
riage taxis in proposed town 
centre bus and cycle zones. 

Sandwell Council is aiming to make 
New Street safe and easier for shop¬ 
pers and students. The authority and 
has been consulting on plans to in¬ 
troduce the zone along 40 metres of 
the street, outside the college’s sixth 


form campus, formerly The Public arts 
building. 

Many motorists are ignoring exist¬ 
ing traffic restrictions on this stretch 
- and the new order would allow the 
council to use CCTV to enforce a ban 
on other vehicles, including private 
hire vehicles, disabled drivers and ser¬ 
vice vehicles. 

Consultation runs until January 
11. Councillor Maria Crompton, cab¬ 
inet member for highways and envi¬ 


ronment, said: “We want to improve 
safety and access for pedestrians, in¬ 
cluding shoppers, visitors and sixth 
formers. Their safety is our top prior¬ 
ity. 

“The CCTV enforcement will en¬ 
sure that traffic complies with the 
restrictions. We never use CCTV en¬ 
forcement lightly - but it’s the only 
practical and efficient way to keep the 
town square area safe and reduce con¬ 
gestion affecting the bus station.” 


/^HUGE 

r bamgeof 

CHRISTMAS 
stock IN 
STORE 


OPENING HOURS: 

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER 

SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 

THURSDAY 31ST DECEMBER 

XMASEXE 

1000-1600 

NEW YEARS EVE 

0930-1800 

MONDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 1ST JANUARY 

XMAS DAY -CLOSED 

TUESDAY 29TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

NEW YEARS DAY -CLOSED 

SATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER 

WEDNESDAY 30TH DECEMBER 

SATURDAY 2ND JANUARY 

BOXING DAY -0930-1800 

0930-1800 

0930-1800 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 

TEL: 0800 OO 98 555 







































Shoppers get their last-minute gifts at John Lewis The £150 million Grand Central has seen up to three million people passing through its doors Santa and his helpers paid a visit to the complex 



WITH up to three million people pass¬ 
ing through and hundreds of millions 
of pounds going into the tills - it has 
been a hectic first Christmas at Bir¬ 
mingham’s Grand Central shopping 
centre. 

Many stores are still getting to grips with 
life at the £150 million complex above New 
Street station and have been given little 
time to prepare before being thrust into 
The plush new escalators which have seen the Christmas madness, 
plenty of action in the last few months it also attracts different kind of customers, 


Grand time at centre 


from shoppers who have put aside a whole af¬ 
ternoon to browse around for their presents to 
those dashing around in the 20 spare minutes 
between connecting trains, and bosses say that 
presented a different kind of challenge. 

For retail giant and flagship store John Lewis, 
it has been a baptism of fire - not that you will 
find bosses complaining. On the opening day it 
was busier than its branch in Oxford Street, Lon¬ 
don. There was barely time to pause for breath 
before Black Friday came along, and then the 
Christmas rush. It was, as store manager Lisa 
Williams says, their three peaks - all within their 
first 100 days. The store was open until 10pm up 


until Christmas, while 60 extra staff were taken 
on to help during the busy period. 

Then after Christmas, it was straight into the 
sales, which started on December 27, with sav¬ 
ings of up to 50 per cent. 

With late-night shopping on offer, the food has 
had to been kept on the go, and for Joel Stevens, 
manager of Carluccio’s, the main problem was 
trying to get everyone in. 

He said: “We have been busy since we opened. 
A lot of people knew the Carluccio’s brand and 
with the Christmas market open late and the re¬ 
tail outlets open late it extends custom where it 
would normally drop off.” 



Staff were kept busy, late into the night 
as shopping hours were extended 



' Includes £50 1 
per week bursary to 
16-18 year olds who 
want a fresh start 


COURSES CAN GIVE YOU 
THE BOOST YOU NEED! 


If you haven’t found the right course or job since leaving school, but you still 
don’t know what to do, our six-week SPRINGBOARD courses can help re-launch 
you in the right direction. SPRINGBOARD will prepare you for a college course 
or maybe an apprenticeship, giving you the skills to get into work in the future. 
SPRINGBOARD gives you a choice of taster courses in: 



► Childcare 

> Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 

> Motor Vehicle Repair 

► Painting and Decorating 


1 Public Services 
’ Sport Studies 


• Travel & Tourism 


Courses start: Monday 11th January, 11am. 

Come into the college Reception and we’ll get you started! 
Remember, there’s a £50 per week bursary for attending the course. 





0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 









































A traditional Lakeland building, inside it is contemporary and very stylish A well-appointed guest bedroom at The Waterhead Sitting pretty - comfortable and spacious dining room 



Lakeside luxury blend is really 
the perfect tonic for adventurer 


LET’S make it clear - flooding in 
Cumbria and the beautiful Lake 
District has been devastating. 

Many families faced spending Christ¬ 
mas in temporary accommodation and 
businesses have been ruined. 

But. . . the doors are still open to visitors 
with as warm a welcome as you would have 
received in the days before the waters rose. 
So why not get away and show people your 
support by taking a break? 

The area has much to offer from self ca¬ 
tering in pretty cottages to bed and break¬ 
fasts, pubs and hotels. A perfect spot for a 
break is next to Lake Windermere - a place 
I fell in love with many years ago as a child 
when reading Arthur Ransome’s Swallows 
and Amazons adventures. 

I spent some lovely time in the area in¬ 
cluding my own week-long adventure at 


TRAVEL 

By Sharon Walters 

the age of 17 doing the expedition element 
of the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
Camping and walking in the glorious Lakes 
with a band of schoolfriends.Now of more 
mature years I no longer enjoy the call of 
canvas for a break but instead prefer a little 
more luxury. An ideal spot for that is along¬ 
side Windermere at the Waterhead Hotel. 

The Waterhead is a four star boutique/ 
town house hotel offering stylish sophisti¬ 
cation and contemporary luxury. Outside it 
looks like a traditional stone country house 
hotel but inside be prepared for exactly the 
opposite. It combines traditional Lakeland 
elegance in its simply stunning setting with 
modern comfort. 

And if you like to take your dog along, 
there are a number of dog-friendly bed¬ 


rooms where your pooch is welcomed with 
their own bed, doggie treats and food and 
water dishes. Well behaved dogs are allowed 
in most public areas within the hotel except 
the Grill restaurant. 

But you can eat in the bar with your 
four-legged friend tucked away under the 
table, as my terrier Jack did while we ate 
breakfast. 

Relaxing 

The bar is a lovely place to enjoy a relax¬ 
ing drink and if the weather is good, the ter¬ 
race and garden have great views across the 
lake. Of special note is the exotic gin and 
tonic menu with a Spanish and Mediterra¬ 
nean influence blended with local brands 
such as Bedrock Gin and Langtons.The res¬ 
taurant menu champions local ingredients 
with a modern twist on popular regional 
dishes. We enjoyed a fantastic meal in the 


bright and yet relaxed environment while 
Jack snoozed upstairs in the bedroom after 
a long walk! On the shores of Lake Winder- 
mere and a pleasant half mile walk from 
Ambleside, the hotel is ideally located for 
exploring the Lakes - walking the fells, tak¬ 
ing a cruise on Windermere or simply visit¬ 
ing the many local attractions in Ambleside 
and nearby towns and villages. 

As a guest, and if you can tear yourself 
away from the scenery, you also get full 
complimentary membership of the Water- 
head’s sister hotel’s leisure complex Low 
Wood Leisure Club just a mile away. 

One eveningwe visited another sister 
hotel for dinner, The Wild Boar - this hotel 
takes its name from the local legend of Sir 
Richard de Gilpin who fought and killed a 
ferocious wild boar close by. However its 
fame these days has more to do with the 
warmest of welcomes and service. 



COURSES FOR ADULTS 




Business HND 

£5,000 (student loans available) 

This two-year course provides education and training 
for a range of careers in business such as management, 
administration, personnel, marketing, accounting and law. 

It includes a small-scale research project. Although the HND 
is a valuable national qualification, students often choose to 


progress to the third year of a university degree programme 


or to a professional qualification 


IELTS - English for Academic Purposes 

Part time, days or evenings 


IELTS - SELT (Secure English Language Test) 

Life Skills B1, Entry Level 3, 

Friday mornings £282 


/asf> 

Ik . f THURSDAY 14 JANUARY 

• I »■ 5-8PM& 

• I,,.,. ' 1 SATURDAY 16 JANUARY 

• % 10AM-2PM 

* _ % @ Central Campus, 

1 -■ * 

Intermediate Photography^_ 

Tuesday evenings £200 

This ten week course explores the creative side to 
photography, the use of studio equipment, the different types 
of photography and basic image manipulation. 

Beginners/Intermediate/Advanced 
Spreadsheets/Databases/Word 

Evenings £100 per 5-week unit 

We offer three levels of courses in Access, Excel and Word, 
aimed at helping you to master many of the basic tasks that 
you need in business and administration. 


Award in Practical Spanish 

15 evenings 

Do you wish you could speak better Spanish when you are 
ordering food, hiring a car, asking for directions or talking to 
shop owners? This course will help you with classes that are 
both fun and practical. 


STARTING IN 

JANUARY 


’ Bathrooms on a Budget 

4 evenings £75 

The course will cover renovating tiling and grouting, applying 
sealing and silicon, painting preparation and painting finishing. 


Health and Social Care Apprenticeships 

There are hundreds of vacancies in the Care industry across 
the region - and our apprenticeships are a great way of getting 
your career in this sector started. Call our apprenticeship team 
on 0121 667 5000 (term time only) or come to one of 
the January open events. 


Drawing for Beginners - Introduction to Drawing 

10 evenings £200 

This beginner’s course will include basic art skills such as 
observational drawing, perspective, scale and proportion and 
colour theory. You will draw from still life and build up a small 
art portfolio. 


Don’t miss the start of your course. Enquire at the college Reception desk from 5 January 
onwards, come into one of our January Open Events or apply on line. 

www.sandwell.ac.uk 0800 622 006 
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1*2 ^•Smethwick 


• }m- Smethwick 
©PEN AS,USUAL 

*-U; •—fc r ;*4L 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY £7. 




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
MEMBERS OLD & NEW WELCOME 


* WHAT’S ON.* 

BINGO NIGHTS - WED, THUR AND SUN 
HORSE RACING- SNOOKER HALL • LIVE SPORTS 
FUNCTION ROOM UP TO 200 CAPACITY 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE FOR ALL OCCASIONS - 
NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS 
SMALLER FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 
50 PEOPLE. FREE HIRE OF ROOMS. 

CONDITIONS APPLY. 

ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL 

108 Woodlands Street 
Smethwick, West Midlands 
B66 3TD ^ 

Telephone; 0121 558 0828 U 



HENLEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, WarleyRoad, Oldbury g 


wednesbury kitchens 

|Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



I Friendly advise 
from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 /] 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm §§jfg 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 



LI1VDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 




Explore your world with 

star ^ extra travel 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 



BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

i 

Ch5 



Julie Andrews, The 
Sound of Music, on at 
1.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus the latest from the money 
markets. 9.00 FILM: Turbo (2013) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Ryan Reynolds. ★★★ 
10.25 FILM: Monsters vs Aliens 
(2009) Animated sci-fi comedy, with 
the voice of Reese Witherspoon. 
★★★ 11.55 Top of the Pops New 
Year With KDA, Tinie Tempah and 
Katy B, the Vaccines and Sigala. 
12.55 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year Message 
The Most Rev Justin Welby delivers 
his New Year address. 1.00 BBC 
News at One; Weather 1.10 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.15 
FILM: The Sound of Music (1965) 
Rodgers and Ham Ste&tgfri musical, 
starring Julie Andrews. ★★★★ 


4.05 


Shaun the Sheep: The 
Farmer’s Llamas (R) 
Wreck-lt Ralph 
(2012) Premiere. 
Animated adventure, 
with the voice of John C 
Reilly and Sarah 
Silverman. ★★★ 

BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

EastEnders Mick and 
Linda’s wedding day 
arrives. 

Billionaire Boy Len 

Spud and his 12-year-old 
son Joe become 
billionaires when Len 
invents a new toilet roll. 
However, the money fails to 
bring them happiness. 
John Thomson stars. 
EastEnders With Dean 
now outed as the black 
sheep of the family, he 
continues his revenge plot 
against the Carters. 
Dickensian Compeyson 
goes to desperate lengths 
to make Miss Havisham 
notice him, and Martha 
Cratchit’s wedding plans 
are thrown into turmoil by 
an unexpected knock at 
the door. 

Sherlock The apparent 
ghost of a woman who took 
her own life prowls the 
streets of London with an 
unslakeable thirst for 
revenge, forcing Holmes to 
use all his cunning to 
defeat her. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
New Year Special A 

handsome stranger reveals 
he only has eyes for one 
special woman - Agnes 
Brown. The second of two 
festive instalments of the 
comedy, written by and 
starring Brendan O’Carroll. 
11.10 BBC News; Weather. 
11.25Midlands Today; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

11.35Adele at the BBC The 

singer-songwriter chats to 
Graham Norton about life 
and career, and is 
accompanied by her band 
on classic tracks and 
songs from her album 25. 

(R) 

12.50 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 12.55 BBC News 


4.30 


6.05 

6.20 

6.30 


7.00 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 



The Many Faces of 
Ronnie Corbett, on at 
8.30pm 

6.35 FILM: Sinbad: Legend of the 
Seven Seas (2003) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Brad 
Pitt. ★★★ 7.50 Natural World: 
Honey Badgers - Masters of 
Mayhem (R) 8.50 FILM: Viva Las 
Vegas (1964) Musical, starring 
Elvis Presley. ★★★ 10.15 Darcey’s 
Ballet Heroes Darcey Bussell 
considers the dancers who 
transformed male ballet. (R) 11.15 
New Year’s Day Vienna Concert 
2016 12.45 FILM: Little Women 
(1994) Period drama, starring 
Winona Ryder. ★★★ 2.40 FILM: 
The Eagle Has Landed (1976) A 
Nazi agent plans to kidnap Churchill 
as the prime minister spends the 
weekend in a Norfolk village. 
Wartime adventure, starring 
Michael Caine. ★★★ 


4.50 Gorilla Family and Me 

Part two of two. Gordon 
Buchanan revisits the 
apes. (R) 

5.50 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year 
Message The Most Rev 
Justin Welby delivers his 
New Year address. (R) 

5.55 The Terminal (2004) 
Comedy, starring Tom 
Hanks and Catherine 
Zeta-Jones. ★★★ 

8.00 Christmas University 
Challenge 2015 Two 
teams of distinguished 
graduates compete on 
behalf of their former 
universities in the final of 
the festive edition of the 
quiz. Jeremy Paxman 
hosts. Last in the series. 

8.30 The Many Faces of 
Ronnie Corbett Profiling 
the TV comedy actor who 
found fame at the relatively 
late age of 36 via the Frost 
Report, revealing some 
lesser-known details orrire 
life and career. 

9.30 The One Ronnie 

Comedy show from 2010 in 
which Ronnie Corbett 
celebrates his 80th birthday 
with a series of sketches. 
Featuring guest stars 
including David Walliams, 
Matt Lucas and Miranda 
Hart. (R) 

10.20 Catch Me If You Can 
(2002) A conman lies 
his way across America, 
posing as a pilot, a 
doctor and a lawyer, 
while outwitting the FBI 
at every turn. Fact- 
based drama, starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Tom Hanks, Christopher 
Walken and Martin 
Sheen. ★★★ 

12.30 FILM: Shadow of a Doubt 
(1943) Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, 
starring Joseph Cotten. (b/w) 
★★★★ 2.15 Top Gear: From A to Z 
Part two of two. Alphabetical 
highlights from the Clarkson, May 
and Hammond era. (R) 3.15 Sign 
Zone: Hugh’s War on Waste Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall sets out to 
reduce the amount of food we 
waste. (R) 4.15 Sign Zone: The 
Secrets of the Mona Lisa Exploring 
major new findings about Leonardo 
da Vinci’s famous masterpiece. (R) 
5.15 This Is BBC Two 



Gino’s Italian Escape - 
Islands in the Sun, on at 
8.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Super 
4 (R) 7.00 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 7.1a Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (R) 7.30 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series (R) 
7.45 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 8.00 Oddbods (R) 8.05 
A Grizzly New Year Tale (R) 8.35 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 8.50 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 9.10 
Horrid Henry (R) 9.25 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal (R) 10.30 Judge Rinder 
(R) 11.30 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 12.25 Celebrity 
Squares With Sarah Millican, Ana 
Matronic, Joe Lycett and Tess Daly. 
(R) 1.10 I TV Lunchtime News; 
Weather. 1.25 FILM: Dr No (19^§ 
James Bond spy thriller, staM 
Sean Connery. ★★★★ 


wm 


3.35 Midsomer Murders (R) 

5.35 Wild River with Ray 
Mears 

6.40 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Debbie visits 
Charity in prison, and the 
experience leaves her 
determined to leave town 
for good, while Chas is 
shocked by Gordon’s 
account of his life since 
they split up. 

7.30 Coronation Street Carla 
tells Johnny she will keep 
his secret if he leaves the 
factory and moves away, 
and gets more than she 
bargained for during a 
game of roulette with 
Robert. 

8.00 Gino’s Italian Escape 
- Islands in the Sun 

Gino D’Acampo ends his 
tour of Sicily by making 
cannoli, climbing the 
craters of Mount Etna and 
visiting a town that featured 
in the Godfather movies. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 Coronation Street Carla 
swears Robert to secrecy 
after their moment of 
passion, and Roy tries to 
forget the incriminating 
letter which reveals Alan 
had an affair with Cathy’s 
sister, Nessa. 

9.00 The Big Quiz - 
Coronation Street v 
Emmerdale Stephen 
Mulhern hosts as stars 
from the soaps are tested 
on the biggest events and 
the funniest moments in 
the Yorkshire Dales and on 
the cobbles during 2015. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 
10.15 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Christmas 
Special The host subjects 
another batch of celebrity 
guests to no-holds-barred 
questioning. Plus, musical 
performances by (R) 

11.20 American Pie: The 
Wedding (2003) The 
friends reunite to 
celebrate Jim and 
Michelle’s forthcoming 
trip to the altar - but 
events quickly spiral out 
of control. Comedy 
sequel, with Jason 
Biggs. ★★★ 

1.00 Jackpot247 



Matthew Broderick 
stars, Inspector Gadget, 
on at 11.15pm 

7.30 The Big Bang Theory The 

gang celebrates Star Wars Day. (R) 

7.55 The Big Bang Theory Penny 

gets fired from the movie. (R) 8.20 
FILM: Planet 51 (2009) An 

astronaut travels to another world 
where the alien inhabitants believe 
him to be the scout for a planned 
invasion. Animated sci-fi comedy, 
with the voice of Dwayne Johnson. 
★★★ 10.10 The Simpsons (R) 
10.40 The Simpsons Lisa accepts 
an invitation to join a Wiccan coven. 
(R) 11.15 FILM: Inspector Gadget 
(1999) Disney comedy adventure, 
starring Matthew Broderick. ★ 

12.55 Channel 4 Racing Nick Luck 
presents live coverage of six races. 
From Cheltenham, races start at 

50:20, 1.55, 2.30 and 3.05. From 
?§fesselburgh, at 1.35 and 2.10. 


3.35 The Golden 
Compass (2007) 

Fantasy adventure, 
starring Dakota Blue 
Richards and Nicole 
Kidman. ★★★ 

5.50 Channel 4 News 

Including sport an 
weather. 

6.00 Tangled (2010) 

princess locked in a 
tower by a witch 
escapes with the aid of 
a bandit and tries to find 
her way home. Disney 
animation, with the 
voices of Mandy Moore 
and Zachary Levi. ★★★ 
8.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast New 
series. Orlando Bloom 
joins hosts Jamie Oliver 
and Jimmy Doherty to 
rustle up a Moroccan 
tagine. Plus, Asian seafood 
parcels and a great British 
banger that can be trusted. 
9.00 A Good Day to Die 
Hard (2013) Premiere. 
John McClane goes to 
Moscow and helps his 
CIA agent son stop the 
Russian Mob from 
stealing nucfear 

weapons. Action 

adventure sequel, with 
Bruce Willis and Jai 
Courtney. ★★ 

11.00 Rude Tube: Welcome 
to 2016 A real-life Alan 
Partridge, 50 Shades of 
Grey in Lego and Darth 
Vader on a mini Segway 
are among the items 
featured as Alex Zane 
marks the end of 2015 with 
a series compilation. 

1.10 FILM: Damien: Omen II 
(1978) The Devil’s son is now in his 
teens and has come to terms with 
his demonic fate, unleashing 
another series of murders. Horror 
sequel, with Jonathan Scott-Taylor 
and William Holden. ★★★ 3.00 
Friday Night Dinner Mum and 
Dad’s anniversary goes awry. (R) 
3.25 You Deserve This House A 
woman who runs a swimming club 
for youngsters with disabilities. (R) 
4.20 Location, Location, Location 
Two couples who returned to the UK 
after travelling the world. (R) 5.15 
Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites 
A recipe for a baked potato stuffed 
with curried mushrooms. (R) 5.20 
Deal or No Deal (R) 



Entertaining famous 
faces, An Audience with 
Ken Dodd, on at 9.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.35 FILM: 
Thomas & Friends: Sodor’s 
Legend of the Lost Treasure 
(2015) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of 
Joseph May. ★★★ 10.50 FILM: 
Carry On Cabby (1963) The 
neglected wife of a workaholic taxi 
owner secretly launches a rival cab 
firm using women drivers to tempt 
customers away from him. Comedy, 
starring Sid^amp. (b/w) ★★★ 
12.35 FILM: Harry and the 
Hendersons (1987) A family’s 
holiday in the mountains is thrown 
into turmoil By lrr%ncounter with 
the legendary Bigfoot, whom they 
end up taking home. Comedy, with 
John Lithgow. ★★ 2.45 FILM: 
Dracula: Dead and Loving It 
(1995) With Leslie Nielson. ★ 


4.30 Greystoke: The 
Legend of Tarzan, 
Lord of the Apes 
(1984) Drama, starring 
Christopher Lambert. 
★★★ 

f.00 World’s Strongest Man 
Final 2015 Action from 
the Grand Final of the 
competition, which took 
place in Malaysia, as the 10 
competitors who made it 
past the heats went head to 
head for the trophy. Last in 
the series; 5 News Update 
8.00 Christmas with the 
Double Acts An hour of 
side-splitting fun with some 
of the greatest double acts 
to have graced the small 
screen, proving that when 
it comes to comedy, two 
are often better than one; 
(R) 5 News Update 
9.00 An Audience with Ken 
Dodd Comedy and 
entertainment from the 
Liverpudlian comedian, as 
he celebrates his long 
career in showbusiness 
with the help of an all-star 
audience. (R) 

10.55 Greatest Stand-Up 

ComediansAcountdown 
of the 50 funniest people to 
have performed stand-up 
routines, featuring Tommy 
Cooper, Joan Rivers and 
Robin Williams. With 
contributions by Paul 
Hogan and Ross Noble. (R) 

1.55 SuperCasino Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively phat from the 
presenting team. 3.10 Loch 
Lomond: A Year in the Wild It is 
June at Loch Lomond and 
Trossachs Natioiw^^k, and 
cameras follow the newborns as 
they learn to fight, find food and 
avoid predators. (R) 4.00 Loch 
Lomond: A Year in the Wild 
Cameras document autumn events 
at Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park, atimeforthe red deer 
rut, when stags battle for the right to 
breed. (R) 4.45 House Doctor Ann 
Maurice helps a couple spruce up 
their tiny cottage in a bid to make it 
more attractive to prospective 
buyers, using srgjall furniture to 
create an illusion of space. (R) 5.10 
House Doctor Advice for a couple 
desperate to sell their Bournemouth 
home. (R) 
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Alexander Armstrong 


Bruce’s Hall of Fame with 
Alexander Armstrong 
(BBC1, 6pm) 

When Bruce Forsyth fell at his 
home and suffered minor 
concussion in October, he was 
told to rest for a few days. 

Fronting this show was out of the 
question, so Alexander 
Armstrong, who was due to be a 
guest on the strand, has stepped 
in to fill the gap. Joining him in 
paying tribute to their inspirations 
are comedian and actress 
Catherine Tate; former Pussycat 
Doll Kimberley Wyatt; Australian 
actor, singer and dancer Adam 
Garcia; EastEnders actress and 
singer Shona McGarty; Britain’s 
Got Talent runner-up, magician 
and illusionist Jamie Raven, and 
West-End star Beverley Knight. 
Paying homage to their heroes, 
they discover what it’s like to 
perform as their showbiz legends 
would have done. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 James Martin: Home Comforts. 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.10 
Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the opening 
day of the tournament. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 Celebrity Mastermind. 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Bruce’s Hall of Fame with 

Alexander Armstrong. Presenter 
Alexander Armstrong steps in for 
host Bruce Forsyth as seven 
famous faces are given a chance 
to pay homage to their idols. 
Comedienne Catherine Tate, 
former Pussycat Doll Kimberly 
Wyatt, actor Adam Garcia, West 
End actress Beverley Knight, 
comedienne Katherine Ryan, 
EastEnders star Shona McGarty 
and Britain’s Got Talent runner-up 
Jamie Raven take to the stage to 
enjoy a moment in the limelight as 
their favourite stars. 

7.10 Film: Iron Man 3. (2013) 

Premiere. The armoured avenger 
hunts for the mastermind behind 
an untraceable series of 
bombings, despite being cut off 
from his usual resources and 
traumatised by a recent brush with 
death. His search uncovers a 
secret conspiracy involving a drug 
that renders the user 
indestructible. Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring Robert 
Downey Jr, Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Don Cheadle. 

9.10 Casualty. As Cal struggles to deal 
with his recent terrifying 
discovery, he discovers he is 
much braver than he realises. 
Hospital drama, starring Richard 
Winsorand Lee Mead. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League fixtures, including 
West Ham United v Liverpool, 
Manchester United v Swansea City 
and Watford v Manchester City; 
National Lottery Update. 

12.00 Film: Black Death. (2010) A naive 
monk joins a band of mercenaries on a 
mission to expose witchcraft as the 
bubonic plague sweeps the country. 
Medieval thriller, starring Sean Bean. 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: The Valley of Gwangi. (1969) 8.35 
Film: Merrill’s Marauders. (1962) 10.10 
Animal Park. (R) 11.10 Natural World. 

(R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.30 Len and Ainsley’s 
Big Food Adventure. (R) 1.15 Sex 
Symbols: Talking Pictures. 1.55 Film: 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. (1958) Drama, 
starring Paul Newman and Elizabeth 
Taylor. 3.40 Coast. (R) 4.30 Live Darts: 
BDO World Championships. 5.40 
Growing Up Wild: Natural World. (R) 

6.40 Flog It! Paul Martin looks into the 
history of Wellington College, 
Berkshire, where experts Elizabeth 
Talbot and Philip Serrell evaluate 
antiques before the auction. (R) 

7.40 The Many Faces of Ronnie 
Corbett. Profiling the TV comedy 
actor who found fame at the 
relatively late age of 36 via the 
Frost Report, revealing some 
lesser-known details of his life and 
career. (R) 

8.40 Dad’s Army. (R) 

9.10 Leningrad and the Orchestra That 
Defied Hitler. Amanda Vickery 
and Tom Service tell the story of 
the remarkable performance at the 
Philharmonic Hall in Leningrad in 
1942 of Shostakovich’s 7th 
Symphony. In the midst of a siege 
that would ultimately kill around 
750,000 civilians, an orchestra of 
starving musicians was assembled 
to perform the composer’s latest 
work, which itself had to be 
smuggled into the city after being 
completed while Shostakovich had 
been evacuated. This film explores 
the development of the music and 
features extracts from the 
symphony, filmed in the same 
location as the historic concert, 
and conducted by Maxim 
Shostakovich, the composer’s 
son. 

10.40 Ql XL. An extended edition, in 
which question-master Stephen 
Fry probes the subject of Messing 
with Your Mind, with Sarah 
Millican, Tommy Tiernan, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alan Davies. 

11.25 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action from the 
opening day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green, 
which featured first-round 
matches in the men’s and ladies’ 
competitions. 

12.15 Darts: BDO World Championships 
- Extra Time. 2.15 Film: Horror Hospital. 
(1973) 3.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 




6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share 
a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Sooty. (R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.35 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.05 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 The Tom & 
Jerry Show. (R) 9.15 The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.15The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.30 Catchphrase. (R) 2.15 
Off Their Rockers. (R) 2.45 Film: From 
Russia with Love. (1963) James Bond 
thriller, starring Sean Connery. 5.00 
Panda Babies. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed. New 

series. Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of mishaps 
filmed by viewers. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. New series. 
Competitors from across the 
nation test their strength, speed 
and courage in this obstacle- 
course challenge, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. Those who make it 
to the end of the adrenaline-fuelled 
mission face one final task - 
scaling the heights of a tower 
named Mount Midoriyama - as the 
battle it out for the title of Ninja 
Warrior UK. 

8.00 Take Me Out. New series. A 
cosmetics consultant, a video 
marketing whiz, a children’s 
football coach and an account 
manager set out to impress a line¬ 
up of single women. 

9.00 Film: The Dark Knight. (2008) In 
the sequel to Batman Begins, the 
masked hero finds a new ally in his 
war on organised crime in 
Gotham’s crusading new district 
attorney, Harvey Dent. However, 
both men are pushed to their limits 
by the rise of the Joker, a criminal 
mastermind spreading chaos and 
destruction throughout the city for 
his own amusement. Comic-book 
thriller, starring Christian Bale, 
Aaron Eckhart and an Oscar- 
winning Heath Ledger. Continues 
after the news. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 


CHANNEL 4 


10.25 Film: The Dark Knight. (2008) 
Concluded. 


12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.30 
Film: The War of the Worlds. (1953) Sci- 
fi drama, starring Gene Barry. 8.00 The 
Morning Line. 9.00 Film: True Grit. 
(1969) Western, starring John Wayne. 
11.40 Film: Thunderbirds. (2004) Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Bill Paxton. 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park, Ayr and Chelmsford City. 
4.00 Channel 4 News. 4.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.50 Film: Mission: 
Impossible. (1996) Action thriller, 
starring Tom Cruise. 

6.50 Film: Mission: Impossible 2. 
(2000) Secret agent Ethan Hunt is 
sent to find and destroy the only 
sample of a deadly man-made 
virus. However, he faces tough 
opposition in a former spy-turned- 
criminal mastermind who has 
already acquired the cure and now 
wants the pathogen itself. Director 
John Woo’s action thriller sequel, 
starring Tom Cruise, Dougray 
Scott, Thandie Newton and 
Anthony Hopkins. 

9.00 The World’s Greatest Spy 

Movies. A countdown of the 10 
most thrilling espionage films of 
all time, chosen by real spies and 
spy-masters from MI6, the CIA 
and the KGB. The programme 
untangles fact from fiction, from 
Le Carre-style gritty realism to the 
outlandish espionage fantasies of 
Jason Bourne, and British 
superhero James Bond, revealing 
which film comes closest to the 
truth, and which has won the 
number one spot. 

10.35 Film: Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. 

(2011) A former intelligence 
operative is brought out of 
retirement to uncover a Soviet 
mole in a high-ranking position in 
MI6. Cold War thriller, starring 
Gary Oldman and Colin Firth. 

1.00 Film: Marley. (2012) Documentary 
about Bob Marley, examining his life and 
his enduring political and musical impact. 
3.30 TFI New Year’s Eve. Chris Evans 
prepares to welcome in the new year with 
a mix of chat, raucous stunts and music, 
with Oily Murs, Quentin Tarantino, Sia 
and New Order, the Vaccines and Izzy 
Bizu. (R) 5.00 Phil Spencer: Secret 
Agent. The property expert offers advice 
to a woman in Waterlooville, Hampshire, 
who has been trying to sell her three-bed 
terrace for six months without any luck. 
(R) 5.50 How I Met Your Mother. 

Marshall becomes terrified of his boss 
after seeing him yell at a colleague and 
begins to question whether he can justify 
staying in his job. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in the 
Wild. (R) 12.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 1.25 Film: Columbo Goes 
to the Guillotine. (1989) Detective drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 3.20 Film: Columbo: 
Candidate for Crime. (1973) Detective 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.15 The Hunt 
for Hitler’s Missing Millions. (R) 

6.10 World War II in Colour. The story 
of the global conflict told using 
colourised archive footage, 
beginning with an examination of 
its origins. Narrated by actor 
Robert Powell. (R) 

7.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the 
Winter Wonderland. The 
adventurer travels to Alaska to visit 
Bretwood Higman and Erin 
McCittrick, who hiked 4,000 miles 
to get to their new home, where 
they are now bringing up their two 
children. They spend half the year 
in a self-built Mongolian-style yurt 
on the mountainside, with the 
other six months dedicated to 
hiking in the region’s wildernesses. 
(R) 

8.00 Building the Ice Hotel. The work 
of builders constructing Icehotel, a 
sophisticated structure built every 
year since 1990 in the village of 
Jukkasjarvi - more than 120 miles 
inside the Arctic Circle. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, including 
Middlesbrough v Derby County at 
the Riverside Stadium in the 
Championship and Sheffield 
United v Peterborough United at 
Bramall Lane in League One. Boro 
and the Rams are both considered 
as strong contenders to gain 
automatic promotion back to the 
Premier League, so a win over one 
of their rivals would be seen as a 
morale boost for both. Plus, all the 
goals from League Two, were 
matches included Portsmouth v 
Crawley Town at Fratton Park. 
10.30 20 Moments That Rocked Talent 
Shows. A journey through the 
instances that rocked the genre 
and the fall-out that followed. (R) 

11.55 Access. Showbiz news and 
gossip. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Loch Lomond: 
A Year in the Wild. (R) 4.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2015. (R) 4.50 Make It 
" ' of Jarm. ( 


Big. (R) 5.40 Angels of Ji 


l.(R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Top Gear 
8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 9.10 Sherlock 
10.45 Family Guy 1.20 Together 3.50 
Great TV Mistakes 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.50 The Kate Bush Story: 
Running Up That Hill 11.50 Kate Bush at 
the BBC 12.50 An Evening with Glen 
Campbell 2.10 Country at the BBC 3.40 
Close 
ITV2 

11.50 The Big Quiz-Coronation Street v 
Emmerdale 12.50 Catchphrase 1.30 
Film: The Little Vampire (2000) 3.30 
Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie (2011) 

5.25 Film: Liar Liar (1997) 7.05 Film: 
Evan Almighty (2007) 9.00 Take Me Out 
-The Gossip 10.00 Film: Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (2001) 12.00 Film: American Pie 

(1 999) 1.50 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Film: Emma (1 996) 1.55 Foyle’s 
War 3.55 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1 990) 5.55 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 12.00 
Marchlands 1.05 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 
2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.50 Storage Wars 12.45 Film: 

Spartacus (1960) 4.30 Film: Superman 
(1978) 7.35 Film: Space Cowboys 
(2000) 10.00 Film: Magnum Force 
(1973) 12.35 Film: Inside Man (2006) 
3.00 Teleshopping 


E4 


11.00 Made in Chelsea: New Year 12.00 
Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 
Rude(ish) Tube 3.00 Film: Toy Story OF 
TERROR! (2013) 3.25 Toy Story Toons 
\ge: A Mammoth 


4.00 Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas 
4.25 Film: Casper (1 995) 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Twilight 
Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2 (2012) 

11.15 Gogglebox 12.55 The 
Inbetweeners 1.55 The IT Crowd 2.55 
Gogglebox 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Rio (2011) 1.00 Stuart Little 
(1999) 2.45 The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) 4.35 Bandslam (2009) 6.45 The 
Family Stone (2005) 9.00 Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes (2011) Sci-fi thriller, 
starring James Franco. 11.05 Scary 
Movie (2000) 12.45 Scary Movie 2 
(2001) 2.20 Silent House (2011) 4.00 
Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 3 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 



War & Peace 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Writer Andrew Davies, the man 
who turned Pride and 
Prejudice’s Mr Darcy into a sex 
symbol, is now hoping he can 
transform Leo Tolstoy’s tome 
into a small-screen classic. The 
latest adaptation opens in 
1805, and as Russia declares 
war on Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
French army, the lives of Pierre 
Bezukhov (Paul Dano), Andrei 
Bolkonsky (James Norton) and 
Natasha Rostova (Lily James) 
are about to change forever. 
Pierre is the illegitimate son of a 
wealthy count on the verge of 
death, his best friend Andrei is 
equally unhappy and eager for 
the challenge of war, and in 
Moscow, spirited teenager 
Natasha is desperate to 
experience life and love. The 
supporting cast includes Gillian 
Anderson and Jim Broadbent. 


6.00 Breakfast. 8.00 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.30 Wanted Down Under. (R) 10.15 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 11.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Britain’s Muslim Soldiers. 1.55 Eat Well 
for Less? (R) 2.55 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.25 Billionaire Boy. (R) 
4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Great Barrier 
Reef with David Attenborough. (R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile Compilation: Winter 
Wildlife. Ellie Harrison reports 
from the Cotswold Water Park, 
where she helps with winter 
maintenance and finds out about a 
plan to study birds’ underwater 
habits using plastic ducks. Matt 
Baker reports on Irish hares, Julia 
Bradbury goes in search of seals 
in Norfolk, Richard Taylor-Jones 
captures animals on camera, and 
Adam Henson helps bring Exmoor 
ponies down from the moors. 

Plus, a look back at the most 
memorable moments from the 
series featuring winter wildlife. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
discovers a gap in the shop’s 
security, and finds his efforts to 
matchmake Gastric and Madge 
threatened by a neighbour’s home 
cooking. A cherry picker causes 
anxiety. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Bowood 
House in Wiltshire, where the 
items brought in to be valued 
include an account of the sinking 
of the Titanic by an officer who 
survived. 

9.00 War & Peace. New series. Andrew 
Davies’ adaptation of Tolstoy’s 
epic story of five aristocratic 
families experiencing Napoleon’s 
invasion of Russia in 1805. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s two 
Premier League matches, which 
were Crystal Palace v Chelsea at 
Selhurst Park and Everton v 
Tottenham Hotspur at Goodison 
Park. 

11.35 Film: The Road. (2009) Drama, 
starring Viggo Mortensen, Kodi 
Smit-McPhee and Charlize Theron. 
1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


6.30 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.15 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 

8.15 Countryfile Compilation: The 
Farming Year. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 Len and Ainsley’s Big 
Food Adventure. (R) 11.30 Len and 
Ainsley’s Big Food Adventure. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of the 
second day of the tournament. 5.00 Flog 
It! (R) 

6.00 The Great History Quiz: The 
Tudors. Kirsty Young asks the 
questions in this quiz which sees 
two teams of historians, captained 
by Lucy Worsley and Dan Snow, 
answer questions on all aspects of 
Tudor life. The contestants are 
writer and broadcaster Anna 
Whitelock, Horrible Histories 
consultant Greg Jenner, author 
Kate Williams and architectural 
historian Jonathan Foyle. (R) 

7.00 The Millionaires Gift Guide. 

Documentary examining the world 
of event planners and suppliers of 
luxury goods, who cater to a 
wealthy clientele, including a 
children’s Christmas party at a 
stately home. 

8.00 Dragons’Den. A former 
contestant makes a second 
attempt to impress the panel, and 
a former figure skater fails to 
inspire much confidence in Peter 
Jones. 

9.00 My Mediterranean with Adrian 
Chiles. Part one of two. The 
journalist experiences religious 
festivals in the region, learning 
about the similarities and 
differences between the three 
main religions that co-exist there. 
10.00 Charlie Brooker’s 2015 Wipe. The 
broadcaster takes a satirical look 
back at the events of the past 12 
months, including the beginning 
of Corbyn-mania and a Tory 
majority, and the end of Page 
Three. (R) 

11.00 Abz on the Christmas Farm. Abz 

Love and his girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
spend Christmas reflecting on the 
successes and failures of their 
year running a smallholder farm in 
Wales. (R) 

11.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
second day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.20 Darts: BDO World Championships 
- Extra Time. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile 
Compilation: The Farming Year. (R) 3.15 
Holby City. (R) 4.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.35 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.05 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 A 
Grizzly New Year’s Tale: The Crystal Eye. 
(R) 9.00 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 

9.15 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.40 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.40 Catchphrase. (R) 2.25 
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 3.25 Film: 
Goldfinger. (1964) James Bond 
adventure, starring Sean Connery. 5.35 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. New series. The 
warrior returns to his homeland 
after 20 years to pay his respects 
to the town’s ailing leader, and sets 
out to hunt down a mysterious 
creature terrorising the land. 

8.00 Endeavour. New series. The young 
detective is suspended from duty 
following a recent case. However, 
he is roused from his bitterness 
and self-pity when the body of a 
woman who went missing at a 
funfair on Cowley Green is found 
near his home. He resolves to 
conduct a secret investigation of 
his own, which leads him to the 
city’s social elite and a disturbing 
secret hidden in plain sight. Shaun 
Evans stars as the young Inspector 
Morse in the third series of the 
detective drama. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. The actress travels the 
length of the Trans-Siberian 
Railway, taking in Hong Kong, 
Beijing, the Great Wall and the 
Gobi desert in the first leg of her 
trek. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the eighth round of fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Film:The Parent Trap. (1961) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.55 Film: Jungle 2 
Jungle. (1997) Comedy, starring Tim 
Allen. 3.55 Film: A Monster in Paris. 

(201 1)5.40 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Film: Fantastic Four. (2005) A 
scientist and four members of his 
crew develop superhuman powers 
after exposure to cosmic radiation 
on a mission to study an energy 
storm in space. Unfortunately, one 
of them chooses to use his new¬ 
found abilities for evil purposes, 
compelling the others to join 
forces to stop him. Sci-fi comic¬ 
book adventure, starring loan 
Gruffudd, Jessica Alba, Chris 
Evans and Michael Chiklis. 

8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood and his guide Malang Darya 
travels through Pakistan- 
controlled Kashmir and the Gilgit 
Valley, and aims to get as close to 
the heavily militarised border with 
India as he can, a dangerous 
journey that involves crossing a 
raging river and being met with 
suspicion by the local authorities. 
They meet a Nomadic tribe that 
has driven herds across the 
Himalayas for centuries and visits 
a valley which has been closed to 
foreigners for nearly 70 years. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. New series. 
German Cold War spy drama. A 
young soldier serving in the East 
German military in 1983 is 
recruited to become a secret 
agent. He is given a new identity 
and sent over the Berlin Wall, 
where he must infiltrate the West 
German army and uncover details 
of American military plans in 
Europe. In German. 

lO.OOGogglebox 2015. Highlights of the 
past year on Gogglebox, revisiting 
comments from armchair critics 
including Leon and June, Steph 
and Dorn, Christopher and 
Stephen, and Sandy and Sandra. 
(R) 

11.30The Rich Kids of Instagram: 
Cutting Edge. Documentary 
examining the lives of affluent 
young people who use photo and 
video-sharing service Instagram 
to flaunt their luxurious lifestyles 
online. (R) 

12.30 How the Rich Live Longer. (R) 

1.25 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.35 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.55 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.15 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 
7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.55 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.10 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 1.30 Loch Lomond: A Year 
in the Wild. (R) 2.30 Film: The Water 
Horse: Legend of the Deep. (2007) 
Children’s fantasy adventure, starring 
Alex Etel. 4.35 5 News Weekend. 4.45 
Film: Snow White. (2001) Fairy-tale 
fantasy, starring Kristin Kreuk. 

6.25 Film: Cinderella. (1950) An 
orphan is forced to live a life of 
servitude by her cruel stepmother. 
The king of the realm she lives in 
organises a lavish ball to find a 
bride for his son, and a caring fairy 
godmother puts her magic to the 
task of turning the downtrodden 
girl into a princess. Disney 
animated fairytale, with the voices 
of llene Woods, William Phipps 
and Verna Felton. 

8.00 Film: Legally Blonde. (2001) A 
seemingly dizzy teenager is 
heartbroken when her boyfriend 
dumps her because he thinks she 
is not intelligent enough to help his 
political career. To prove him 
wrong she enrols at Harvard, but 
finds herself out of her depth as 
other students do their best to 
humiliate her. Comedy, starring 
Reese Witherspoon, Luke Wilson, 
Selma Blair, Matthew Davis and 
Victor Garber. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments 2015. Countdown of the 
biggest showbusiness stories and 
scandals of the year, including 
Bruce Jenner’s transition to Caitlyn 
and the Top Gear bust-up involving 
Jeremy Clarkson. (R) 

12.40 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 World’s Strongest Man 2015. 
Action from the second heat of the 
competition from Malaysia. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. A cluttered B&B on the 
Norfolk coast. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 
5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Film: Shrekthe Third (2007) 10.25 
Russell Howard’s Good News 10.55 
Family Guy 11.40 American Dad! 12.25 
Russell Howard’s Good News 1.25 
Footballers, Sex, Money: What’s Gone 
Wrong? 2.25 Great TV Mistakes 2.35 
Film: Hamlet 2 (2008) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Treasures of Heaven 8.00 
Westminster Abbey 9.00 Film: Citizen 
Kane (1941) 11.00 Orson Welles: Talking 
Pictures 11.45 The Richest Songs in the 
World 1.15 Michael Palin’s Quest for 
Artemisia 2.15 Westminster Abbey 3.15 
Britain on Film: Kids Today 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.25 Take Me Out 1.30 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 2.30 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 4.35 Film: Jurassic Park (1993) 
7.00 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 9.00 
Film: The Shawshank Redemption 
(1994) 11.55 Film: The Faculty (1998) 

I. 55 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.20 Rizzle Kicks: The Hot Desk 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 40 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1990) 1.45 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 3.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Cruise Ship 
9.00 The Royal Variety Performance 
2015 11.50 Lewis 1.40 Film: 10 Little 
Indians (1974) 3.20 Where the Heart Is 
4.40 Heartbeat 5.30 On the Buses 5.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.00 Film: Destry (1954) 2.05 Film: 

Cheyenne Autumn (1964) 5.10 Film: Rio 
Bravo (1959) 8.00 Premiership Rugby 
Union 9.00 Film: The Krays (1990) 11.35 
Film: Public Enemies (2009) 2.15 Ax 
Men 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 2.05 
Film: Space Chimps 2: Zartog Strikes 
Back (2010) 3.45 Toy Story Toons 4.10 
Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas 4.40 
Rude(ish) Tube 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Johnny English 
Reborn (2011) 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.05 
The Inbetweeners 12.15 The IT Crowd 

I. 20 Gogglebox 2.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.00 Rules of Engagement 3.40 
The Cleveland Show 4.25 Revenge 
Film4 

II. 00 ParaNorman (2012) 1.00 Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) 2.30 Tooth Fairy (2010) 
4.35 Inkheart (2008) 6.40 Cutthroat 
Island (1995) 9.00 Faster (2010) 10.55 
Gl Joe: The Rise of Cobra (2009) 1.10 
Choke (2008) 3.05 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 23 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Archipelago, BBC1,12.05am 

A man prepares to leave home to do voluntary work in 
Africa. His mother plans to see him off with a family 
get-together at their holiday home in the Isles of Scilly, 
but the gathering only exposes the deep-seated 
conflicts between them. Drama, starring Tom 
Hiddleston, Kate Fahy and Lydia Leonard. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

A Wife’s Nightmare, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A woman’s life is turned upside down by the 
arrival of a teenage girl claiming to be her husband’s 
long-lost daughter. Drama based on a true story, with 
Jennifer Beals. Edited for sex. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 
Notorious, Channel 4,12.35am 

Biopic of Notorious B.I.G., whose rise to fame took 
him from being a Brooklyn street hustler and crack 
dealer to become a respected and influential rap 
artist, before he was brutally murdered at the age of 
24. Starring Jamal Woolard, Derek Luke, Dennis LA 
White and Angela Bassett. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Expecting Amish, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. An Amish teenager returning home from a 
year away realises she is pregnant, and faces being 
ostracised from her family. Drama, starring AJ 
Michalka and Alyson Stoner. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Amy, Channel 4,9pm 

Premiere. Documentary portrait of soul, jazz and R’n’B 
singer-songwriter Amy Winehouse, whose untimely 
death in July 2011 followed a well-publicised history of 
drugs and alcohol abuse. Director Asif Kapadia traces 
Amy’s rise and demise over the 13 years preceding 
her death, telling her story via her music and 
autobiographical song lyrics, video footage shot by 
friends and family, archive television clips, plus 
voiceover interviews with those who were personally 
and professionally close to her. Contributors include 
Pete Doherty, Mitch Winehouse, Tony Bennett, Mark 


Wagons roll in the Wild 
West of Yorkshire 


hat’s this? A rootin’ tootin’ 
Western from ITV? Well, not 
exactly. Although some of the 
pictures released by the broadcaster 
to promote the show look as is they’re 
set in America’s wild west, the truth 
couldn’t be further from that. 

Jessica Raine heads the cast of this 
eight-part drama which is set in North 
Yorkshire during the 1870s and 
focuses on the building of a railway 
viaduct. 

Doesn’t sound that exciting does it? 
In fact, you’re probably wishing it was 
a Western after all. However, the 
series has been created and written 
by Steve Thompson, who numbers 
Sherlock and Doctor Who on his CV, 
while other key figures in its 
production have worked on such 
acclaimed shows as Vera, Cilia, 
Marchlands, Mrs Biggs and The 
Widower. 

Jericho is the name of the shanty 
town created by the misfits, pioneers, 
settlers and outcasts who arrive in the 
area to work on the construction. 

“Jericho was a real place,” claims 
Thompson. “It was a little shanty town 


in the shadow of the Ribblehead 
Viaduct in North Yorkshire. Shanty 
towns tended to be named after 
famous battles or biblical places. 
Jericho was the one at Ribblehead so 
we chose it for the name of the series. 

‘These shanty towns started to 
appear when they were building the 
railways across Yorkshire in the 1870s. 
These places were like wild west 
towns. So the idea of making a British 
Western was new and exciting to me.” 

And that also goes some way to 
explaining those puzzling publicity 
photographs... 

Raine plays Annie Quaintain, a 
penniless widower who, along with 
her teenage children, sets up a 
boarding house populated by 
labourers. 

‘Annie learns about this navvy town 
15 miles away so they get on a train 
and go out there,” explains the writer. 
And it is just like being on a wagon 
train to the wild west. It’s people going 
out to the frontier because the frontier 
is free. 

‘That’s how America was created 
and it was the same with this culture 


in Yorkshire at the time. The frontier 
was the only free place where you 
could actually go and start a new life.” 

It’s clear that Thompson admires 
Annie’s spark, and he claims she was 
based on someone he once knew. 

“She had three young kids and then 
her husband left her,” he reveals. 
“She’s one of those people who 
thought, ‘Right, I’m going to build a 
new life for myself and my kids.’ She 
was determined to stand on her own 
and never be reliant on anyone ever 
again. She learned how to do 
plastering and wiring and she fitted 
her own kitchen. 

“She was never going to rely on a 
tradesman. Annie Quaintain is like 
that. For her, the great motivation in 
her life is her children. My mother was 
the same. She was a fanatical mum 
and a Yorkshirewoman as well. 
Whatever her kids wanted she was 
going to get it for them. So this poor 
woman is in a navvy town with no 
money and she’s decided she’s going 
to build a business empire.” 

And over the next eight weeks, 
we’re going to watch her do it. 




Jessica Raine stars in Jericho, Thursday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Griff’s Great Britain 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Griff Rhys Jones sets out to explore 
eight very disparate kinds of quintessentially British 
terrain, investigating how they have dictated 
different ways of living, working and playing - both 
in the past and as they are now - across the entire 
country, while also unearthing quirky and funny 
facts en route. He begins by heading to the South 
Downs, which are situated in Hampshire and East 
and West Sussex, taking to the air for a bird’s eye 
view and attempting to get to know one of the 
region’s woolliest inhabitants. 

When Ant and Dec Met the Prince: 40 Years 
of the Prince’s Trust 
ITV, 9pm 

Anthony McPartlin and Declan Donnelly are granted 
an insight into the work of the Prince’s Trust as they 
accompany Prince Charles on a number of 
engagements, as well as meeting people who have 
benefited directly from the charity. The duo hear 
anecdotes from his days in the Royal Navy and his 
life as a grandfather, and also speak to those closest 
to the prince, including the Duchess of Cornwall and 
his sons William and Harry. Plus, Ant and Dec pay 
an emotional visit to the set of Byker Grove. 



TUESDAY 

Big Fat Quiz of Everything 
Channel 4,9pm 

Not content with asking question about what 
happened in a given year, Jimmy Carr is now 
testing famous faces’ knowledge of art, literature, 
television, music, geography, politics, science and 
celebrity from the last 100,000 years of 
human history. Jonathan Ross, Chelsea 
Peretti, Jack Whitehall, Mel Giedroyc, 

Richard Ayoade and Noel Fielding try to 
carry off the title by proving they know 
how witch hunters determined if someone 
was a witch, and which 1970s board game 
was accused of selling sex in a box. 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5,9pm 

New series. The fly-on-the-wall fun 
begins once more as Emma Willis 
invites a fresh group of famous faces 
to move in together and have their 
every word and move recorded for 
the enjoyment of the viewing public. 

They will be entering a house 
transformed into a striking theatrical 
setting that reflects the 
vaudeville theatres. 


WEDNESDAY 
Midsomer Murders 
ITV, 8pm 

When wealthy landowner Gregory Lancaster’s body 
goes missing on the night of his death, a sinister 
web of secrets and lies is exposed in the village of 
Little Malton. As DCI Barnaby, DS Nelson and new 
Forensic Pathologist Kam Karimore investigate 
the mysterious crime, they find themselves 
drawn into a macabre world of body- 
snatching. Detective drama, starring Neil 
Dudgeon, Gwilym Lee, Manjinder Virk and 
Helen Baxendale. 

THURSDAY 

Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

We’re in the cold, dreary 
post-Christmas slump, so 
what better time for this 
detective drama to return 
and inject a little 
sunshine into our lives - 
even if the tropical 
locations do come with 
a side order of murder? 
The run begins 


Humphrey Goodman (Kris Marshall) and the team 
being called in to investigate when millionaire 
environmentalist and scientist Dan Hagen (Julian 
Ovenden, fresh from ITV’s recent live version of The 
Sound of Music) is shot on his boat while out at sea. 

FRIDAY 
Mr Selfridge 
ITV, 9pm 

The lavish period drama returns for a fourth and 
final run, set nine years after the last series. It finds 
Harry Selfridge at the apex of his power, a retail 
giant in the roaring twenties. Rumours of his latest 
romantic dalliances are the talk of the social circuit 
at Victor Colleano’s decadent new nightspot. At 
home, Rosalie’s daughter, Tatiana is the apple of 
Harry’s eye, his mother Lois is as stoic as ever, and 
the vivacious Violette now lives in Paris. 

Royal Wives at War 
BBC2, 9pm 

A revealing look at the abdication crisis of 1936, 
through the eyes of the two women at its very 
heart. In a number of dramatised monologues set in 
1967, Elizabeth the Queen Mother (Emma Davies) 
and Wallis Simpson (Gina McKee) look back at the 
dramatic events that led to King Edward VIII giving 
up the throne for the woman he loved. 



www.designa-blinds. 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 


Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics | Free Measure & quote 
Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 


Visit our Factory Showroom : 

Wolverhampton Road South Quinton Birmingham B32 2AX 

Showrooms also at: 

* 10 Wassell Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4LF * Bearwood Indoor Market 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.358 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

N 

2 

G 

3 

X 

4 M 

5 

P 

6 1 

7 

Q 

8 

F 

9 t 

10 

V 

11 

o 

12 

U 

13 

E 

14 

s 

15 

H 

16 

z 

17 

R 

18 

A 

19 

L 

20 

Y 

21 

K 

22 

c 

23 

J 

24 

D 

25 

B 

26 

w 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Cut 7 with 1 for a 
change(4) 

8. I am to take 
situation involving 
punishment task 
( 10 ) 

9. The era of scarcity 
is not a long one (8) 

10. Harvest rotten fruit 
taken from 4 (4) 

12. Profane oaths wear 
out as weapons (6) 

14. Sucker put in bus to 
London (6) 

15. Vest so made for 
giving warmth (6) 

17. The gambler has 
reformed? (6) 

18. At that time 
contained in 
earthenware jugs 
(4) 

19. No, I’d rise to 
ridicule (8) 

21. A very small 
volume needed for 
meeting records 
(6-4) 

22. Little Edward in a 
whirl in the water 
(4) 


Down 

2. Does it indicate the 
darkest hour when 
they’re on guard? 
(5-5) 

3. Have something to 
eat right on the jetty 
(4) 

4. A passer of 
weapons (6) 

5. Value female 
donkey?(6) 

6. Begin to be tip-top 
tipster? (5,3) 

7. As obtained from 



Sudoku 


a bad-tempered 
photographer? (4) 

Quick Clues: 


11. Honourably open 

Across 

Down 

- but the directors 

1. Rule (4) 

2. Sorcery (10) 

won’t understand 
(5-5) 

8. Improve (10) 

3. Gape (4) 

13. Being very hungry, 

9. Provident (8) 

4. Let (6) 

talk wildly but with 

10. Kind (4) 

5. Zodiac sign (6) 

intelligence (8) 

12. Handwriting (6) 

6. Brothers (8) 

16. Very wet turf on lair 
(6) 

17. Prohibit line on 

14. Strain (6) 

7. Small valley (4) 

15. Hesitated (6) 

11. Afterthought (10) 

handcart (6) 

17. Chastise (6) 

13. Example (8) 

18. Apparently 1 should 

18. Volcano (4) 

16. Make moist (6) 

receive this book (4) 
20. Consideration for 

19. Saucy (8) 

17. Wan (6) 

which one would 

21. Prudence (10) 

18. Purposes (4) 

leave (4) 

22. Entrance (4) 

20. Pain (4) 
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8 
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2 
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9 



8 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Blade; 8 Abashed; 9 Old 
hand; 10 Elect; 12 Stand aside; 15 Improb¬ 
able; 18 Notes; 19 Raffish; 21 Sternly; 22 Nicer. 
Down: 1 Absolution; 2 Cards; 3 Beta; 4 Madden; 
5 Baseball; 6 Cheerio; 11 There there; 13 
Thousand; 14 Spotted; 16 Arrays; 17 Pitch; 20 
Fine. QUICK - Across: 7 Impel; 8 Albumen; 9 
Commons; 10 Trend; 12 Pugnacious; 15 Open- 
handed; 18 Tinge; 19 Migrant; 21 Concede; 22 
Spurn. Down: 1 Discomfort; 2 Spume; 3 Also; 4 
Pass on; 5 Obstacle; 6 Emperor; 11 Discontent; 
13 Unheeded; 14 Meaning; 16 Number; 17 
Gamut; 20 Gasp. 


1. In which European country is the region 6. What is a lava-lava? 
of Aragon? 

2. What were the forenames of W.H. 

Auden? 

3. On which island is the bay of Pigs? 

4. In the film industry, what is a key grip? 

5. Who constructed the labyrinth in Greek 
mythology? 


7. What is the fifth sign of the zodiac? 

8. In what year did rock singer Jim 
Morrison die? 

9. What sort of flower is a naked lady? 

10. Who wrote the play Separate Tables? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Michael Foot; 2 Greece; 

3 Sancho Panza; 4 July and August; 

5 Potato; 6 Wildebeest; 7 Cavy; 8 16 or 18; 
9 Venus; 10 Austria. 

Niner: FULMINATE 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6721 gives a servant, 

32458 gives an airman, 

3746298 gives a fortune-teller. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 


SALE 


FROM 27 DECEMBER 2015-11 JANUARY 2016 
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E500IFREE FUEL 


VIVAR0 I M0VAN0 I C0RSAVAN I COMBO 


IN ADDITION TO OUR OTHER GREAT OFFERS" 


COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES 


Dudley Motor Company 


01384 454100 


Trindle Road 
Dudley 

West Midlands 
DY27AY 


0 ^ 


www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


‘Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel is ind 
re excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected n 


;ive of VAT and will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refertowww.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applied to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and si 
m vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Correct at time of going to press. 


inly). All other customers 

















































































































Property Maintenance 


Plumbing & Heating 


Fencing 


EE 


M 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



Tom Corbett Roofing Services 



Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 


ROOF - FIX 



★ Re-Roofing 

★ Lead Flashings 

★ Tile / Slate Repairs , 

★ Guttering 

★ Fascias / Soffits 

★ Re -Pointing 


Fully Qualified 
Professionals 


CALL 07854 101 782 
07584 254 789 


A1 Little Job Man Q 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) □fff 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
07437569187 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation ^ 

07852150057 


T T T GAS & 

I II PLUMBING 
1 il SERVICES 



:RVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


BSb COsssSag <2> PQniDQflEg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


iWEDNESBURY/HEflTINGl J 


Over 


■WEDNE 

B 


3l 




INSTALL, SERVICE & REP^TIT" 195857 
Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
^Vll Gas and Plumbing work Landlord Safety Certificates 
PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 for free quote 

Boiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 

GasAlobs^Watei^ilters^utsid^Taps^tc^^^^^A 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


Vifr 

550781 


AD! 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damp^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. A 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538118034 or 01902 752161 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 


07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


rf Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, 
Stairways. 

. 0 / 7 , 9 . 66 : 526528 . 



CASH FOR 
FAULTY TV’S 
AND PLAY 
STATIONS 

CALL JAMES 
07404837309 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
, AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL I.OOPM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 


•S 0121-565 4533 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Locksmiths 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


rbckRite 

local Locksmith & Security Services 


Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

Y Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist 

Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 




, Do you 
to promote your 
building services? 
Please call 
01902 319590 
01902 319577 
> 

“TT \ 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


Plastering 


M.GIDMAN 

Plastering & Property Maintenance 

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


FREE 

10% DISCOUNTS 

QUOTATIONS 

FOR OAP’S 


Contact Mark 07947 256939 0121 520 0382 

mgidmanplasterers@yahoo.co.uk 


CA. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


plasterer 1 ? 

Need to promo^y° ur | 

business, please call 

mace 319590 nisoa* 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: — 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 A 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

J v P Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



Freeflds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bobkanad.expressandstarjco.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


© 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


l_: 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 



ACORN CURVED STAIRLIFT 5 

months old, £3,250 ono. 

Phone 01785 662801. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



PING RAPTURE Set, irons, putter, 
woods and bag. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, suitable gift. Superb. £350. 
Stafford 01785 214253 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



A 

clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 



ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 3rd 
January (also Bromsgrove every 
Fri) Stalls available for the 3rd. EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair 
Sun 17th Jan. 0121 550 4123 


I _"TNl 
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Home & 
Services 



BIG DISCOUNTS 


on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ovens and 
hobs. Most c cards accepted. 
24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 
(opp towp hall) 


PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CALI 01902 403770 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 



BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN NOW ON 

OPEH ALL OVER HEW YEAR 10 f 6prn Sunday: 10 till 4pm 



Beds d irect from our factory save £££’s. 

Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. 
Mattresses from £29. Ortho & memory mats from £69. 
Fashion beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from £99. 
Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest selection of beds you 
will find anywhere at lowest factory direct price. Recliner & 
mobility lift and rise choose from 
our unrivalled selection, many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta leather lift and tilt 
Was E699TJALF PRICE £349 1 

Big selection of dual motor models in leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites - 
recliners comer units, wing chairs at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 




<d 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES •COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 0784f 596254 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 

VSJ 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 



orntBrnim 57 


00009 EE© 




building services 


AD 


All building work, Roofing, Damn* 
Problems, Plastering etc. jOk 

FREE QUOTES .ISt. 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Lott Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 
Jl plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


carpet fitters 


> supplie 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

Q uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 



A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering ^ 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 

V___ 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


"\ 

roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


V 


skip hire 





AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


i 


vJU'SJO 
HJZJ M'J -J-JyJ 


A absolute affordable skip 


RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 



Pets & 

L Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland hfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA puppies, 
fully vaccinated and insured, 
parents can be seen. Also older 
spayed bitch, 0121 453 1354. 



THIS SPACE 


FMR 0 M 0 T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 
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Property 





itOT 


d!s.s. 


Vtotoom* 



All E3l>:K Coonftry 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

LORD ST, PALFREY Walsall 1-bed 
flat fully carpeted, unfurnished, 
garden. £90pw. 07973 840082. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


NEED TO 
SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY? 

Want a fast and hassle free 
completion ? 

Then call Jack today on 

□7507 865668 


7 


Jobs 





CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 

MTS HGV training, Willenhall. 
Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


8 

Motoring 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


AUDI A4 2.5, V6, diesel, auto, V reg, 
117,000 miles, MoT, needs some 
attention, £395. 01922 492321. 


IBM A* 


__ Bit. Here- 25 Yfc*rs 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 
07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 




engines 


] 


WANTED MINI Series A engine, 
must be in working order. 

Walsall 01922 636898. 


I-\ 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg 
on 

01902 713146 

or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact 
number for confirmation of receipt) 


3 


highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 2, SANDWELL) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2016 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company Limited 
(Company no. 9346363) intends to make an Order on the M5 Motorway, 
in the Metropolitan Borough of Sandwell, to allow gantry and viaduct 
inspections to be carried out. 


The effect of the Order will be to close the slip road leading from:- 


a) the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 2; and 

b) the slip road leading to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at 
Junction 2. 


The work will be carried out between 21:30 hours and 05:30 hours and is 
expected to start on Monday 25 January 2016 and continue for 3 nights. 
The Order will come into force on 18 January 2016. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and 
vehicles being used in connection with the works, or by a traffic officer, 
will be exempt from the closures. 

A diversion route via an alternative junction of the M5 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Dennis Wheeler on 0121 678 8424. 


Karen Eustace, an officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company no. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, GUI 4LZ. 
A Company registered in England and Wales. 


I_ __TN 
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Personals 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


TRYING TO LOCATE 
J M CALLAHAN 

Maiden name was Hardcastle. 

Last know address was 
Viny Road, Wednesbury. 

Please contact 
Box Number P20170, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


TWO CLEANERS 

required for deep clean ASAP, 
for house in Darlaston area. 
Wage negotiable. 

0121 568 7475. 



£10 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Sign up to an Express & Star PLUS+ subscription today 


The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 

Interactive features /A 

Online subscription manager f 

Accessible worldwide 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY: Freephone 0800146 540 Express & Star 

or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk print i mobile i tablet i online 


Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent 
for festive season, doesn t want 
to be along again. Age/looks 
unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 
ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 



tmmm^ snrss 

*EG send KISS12345 to 80098 




CHLOE pretty single female 
36yrs, dark hair/eyes, slim build, 
very lonely and looking for 
reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420359 | 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

JANE, young 41, very broad¬ 
minded seeks chap any age for 
discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3008 Box: 409715 
ANN,38, very attractive female, 
N/S, positive attitude to life, 
WLTM similar kind male with a 
lot of get up and go for romance 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420355 | 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 | 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, 
outgoing, friendly, WLTM 
passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418609 0 


LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

JENNI. single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 0 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:417341 0 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 
KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195 0 

CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175 0 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 

legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 0 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 515 4345 Box No: 419829 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
HAPPY man 59 looking for a 
lady to share the good times. I 
enjoy cinema, eating out, pubs 
and holidays in hot places. Text 
only to mailbox no: 4618385 

LONELY and broken male seeks 
female to show me what love is. 

Text only to mailbox no: 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 0 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463 0 
COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply 26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


HANDSOME guy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 
53, seeks attractive female for 
daytime fun and exciting times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407915 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 40’s, 
seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 
TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, 
seeks attractive, tactile female 
for fun, excitement and lots of 
attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 


COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 0 
SHROPSHIRE male, 50, talT, 

dark, attractive, fun loving, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 341387 
TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive female 
for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411823 

52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 28/12/15 
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Express & Star Shop 


EXERCISE BIKE 


Only £69.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


This is the perfect beginner’s 
exercise bike to help lose 
weight, burn calories and tone 
up. A built in computer monitor 
measures time, speed, distance 
and calories, so you can 
keep track of your progress. 
Developed from high quality, 
durable materials it is designed 
to allow for comfortable and 
reliable usage. Easy to follow 
instructions are included. 
Features include: 

• Adjustable saddle height of 
76-86cm from seat to pedal 

• Adjustable resistance levels 

• Maximum user weight: 100kg 

• Dimensions: HllOcm x L82cm 
x W51cm 

D6703 


BodyFIT 


•••• 



ROWING MACHINE 


Only £79.99 plus £6.95 P&P 


Get a complete workout 
at home with this fantastic 
hydraulic rowing machine. 

Targeting every major muscle 
group in your body, it allows 
you to efficiently tone up 
and increase your aerobic 
endurance. With a six wheel 
carriage under the saddle for 
a smooth rowing action, the 
adjustable footplates provide 
greater ankle support during 
exercise. 

Featuring a Dial-A-Tension 
hydraulic cylinder with 
12 resistance levels and 
an adjustable incline to 
raise the difficulty as your 
fitness improves. There’s 
a computer monitor that 
measures your total stroke 
count, workout time, calories 
burned and strokes per 
minute. 

.tm Max user weight: 100kg. Measures: LI38.5 x W42.5 x H40cm and the monitor screen requires 1 x 
AA battery (included). 

D7772 

Please note that due to the weight of this product, delivery will take between 5 and 7 days and is charged 
at £6.95. 




Improve your cardiovascular fitness 
and increase mobility from the comfort 
of your own home with this great value 
electric treadmill. The clever design 
can be neatly folded away after use, 
making it ideal for rooms where space 
is limited. The easy-to-read display 
and central control panel gives you the 
option to view speed, time, distance 
and calories so that you can track your 
progress , and there are a choice of 
three automatic programmes lasting 
between 10 and 30 minutes. Maximum 
speed is 6 km/h. Minimum speed is 1 
km/h. 

Dimensions: L106 x 51 x 115cm (folds 
down to 28 x 51 x 115cm). Weighs 17kg. 
175cm power cord. Home assembly 
required. Maximum user weight: 100kg. 

D8829 

•PB Please note that due to the weight of 
this product, delivery will take between 5 
and 7 days and is charged at £9.95. 


BODY FIT FOLDING 
TREADMILL 


Only £129.99 plus £9.95 P&P 




PULSE MONITOR 
WATCH 


Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


BodyFIT 


•••• 


Grey 


Whether running, cycling, or circuit training, this clever watch will monitor your pulse so that you can 
track your workout intensity and help improve your fitness. With an accurate heart rate reading and 
one-finger-touch pulse test, as well as calorie counter and stopwatch, this is a perfect accessory 
to keep your workout on track. Features: one-finger-touch pulse test, accurate heart-rate reading, 
exercise-duration counter, calorie counter, stopwatch with split time, 12-hour digital clock, alarm, 
calendar, unisex design. 


D6512 Red 
D6513 Grey 
D7241 White 


To order call 0871 911 7011 * Quote 57161 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 21st September and 21st December 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (57161), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_Initial_Surname _ 

Address_Postcode. 


Email_Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No, 

My card number is: 



Security 

Number: 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 































Due to courier limitations we are unable to deliver this 

product outside mainland UK, to Scottish Highlands, Isles or TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95/£6.95/£9.95 



BFPO addresses. 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 
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Leaf marks fifth birthday 


By James Parker 


Nissan is celebrating five years 
at the forefront of the electric 
vehicle (EV) market with the re¬ 
cord-breaking 100-percent elec¬ 
tric vehicle Nissan LEAF. Having 
transformed the performance, 
practicality and public percep¬ 
tion of EVs around the world 
since its launch in 2010, Nissan 
remains the undisputed leader in 
EV technology. 

The Nissan LEAF is as advanced 
and innovative today as it was five 
years ago. No other manufacturer has 
produced as many electric vehicles 
or covered as much distance without 
producing any emissions. In fact, Nis¬ 
san LEAF customers just surpassed 
the two billion kilometer mark (1.2 bil¬ 
lion miles), which is equivalent to 2600 
round trips from the Earth to the moon. 
This remarkable feat has helped keep 
328,482 tons of CO from entering the 
air, according to a five year sales-vol- 
ume based assumption. 

Also Nissan will deliver its 200,000th LEAF 
in January, officially making it the world’s 
most popular and successful electric vehi¬ 
cle. The U.S., Japan and Europe have ac¬ 
counted for 90 per cent of total LEAF sales, 
with the U.S. leading the way with more than 
90,000 sales, followed by Japan (50,000) 
and Europe (40,000). 

Ever since the first Nissan LEAF rolled 


off the assembly line, it has been continually 
celebrated around the world, garnering more 
than 92 awards, including being named Car 
of the Year in Japan and Europe, not to men¬ 
tion winning the very prestigious World Car 
of the Year. 

Nissan’s heritage with electric vehicles 
dates back 68 years with the Tama Electric 
Vehicle. Nissan, which has dedicated itself 
to in-house research and development of 
the EV battery, has taken it from zinc and 
nickel hydride to lithium-ion. The company 
successfully marketed the world’s first lithi¬ 
um-ion battery EV in 1996 with the Prairie 
Joy EV. The knowledge and experienced 
gained from this gave Nissan a big advan¬ 
tage over its competitors and resulted in the 
first mass-produced EV in history, the Nissan 
LEAF. 

Nissan has announced that it has invested 
more than 500 billion JPY in EV projects, with 
bold plans to expand further as demand for 
clean, efficient and affordable electric cars 
continues to grow. 

And it’s not just the LEAF that is show¬ 
casing Nissan’s EV engineering expertise 
and investment, as the company has report¬ 
ed that there are nearly 10,000 CFIAdeMO 
Quick Chargers (QC) available worldwide. 
These QC can charge a LEAF from low bat¬ 
tery alert to 80-percent capacity in just 30 
minutes. Japan is taking the lead in devel¬ 
oping this infrastructure with 6000 chargers 
throughout the country, making it the biggest 
QC network in the world. 

The 2016 Nissan LEAF went on sale 
equipped with a new 30kWh battery in the 
U.S. in November that extends the miles per 
charge by more than 20 per cent, followed 
by Japan (December 2015) and Europe 
(January 2016). 



It has been continually 
celebrated around the world, 
garnering more than 92 
awards, including Car of the 
Year in Japan and Europe. 


As the level of electric vehicle technolo¬ 
gy continues to increase, Nissan believes 
that this shift towards cleaner, more effi¬ 
cient zero emission vehicles will contribute 
greatly in improving air quality and lower¬ 
ing noise levels. 

“EV technology will continue to be at the 
heart of Nissan’s product development ef¬ 
forts. 

“By combining our pioneering EV tech¬ 
nologies and other intelligence and inno¬ 
vations, Nissan is moving closer to a ze¬ 


ro-emission future for car transportation. 
With the technologies we are creating, 
mobility is becoming safer, cleaner, more 
connected and more exciting. That’s the 
power of innovation. And that’s what you 
can expect from Nissan, 11 said Nissan Pres¬ 
ident and CEO Carlos Ghosn. 

Nissan will accelerate its endeavors for 
the realization of a zero emission society 
by further developing and popularizing 
EVs as well as innovations utilizing EV-re- 
lated technology and businesss. 




SALE 


THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 


FROM 27 DECEMBER 2015-11 JANUARY 2016 


Visit your local Retailer to 


Dudley Motor Company 
West Midlands 
01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

01215030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km* 


''Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Run Out Astra and cannot be used in conjunction with the Vauxhall Scrappage Allowance. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Mini World Live show dates 


One of the most exciting and 
interactive events dedicat¬ 
ed to the most iconic small 
car in Britain is set to return 
to the calendar in 2016, with 
Mini World Live promising 
to be even bigger and better 
than the show’s debut earlier 
this year. 

The initial event was deemed a 
great success, attracting hundreds 
of beautifully restored classics, 
modified performance cars and 
the UK’s leading Mini specialists 
and experts to Rockingham Motor 
Speedway. 


Thousands of Mini enthusiasts made 
their way to the Northants venue for the 
first ever Mini World Live, and that num¬ 
ber looks set to grow further, with the 
organisers promising even more action 
and more of a festival feel for the show, 
which is backed by three major Mini-re¬ 
lated magazine titles - MiniWorld, Mini 
Magazine and Modern MINI. 

The show will feature attractions 
catering for fans of both classic and 
modern Minis, including a huge retail 
village, show and shine areas, club dis¬ 
plays and on-track action, the details of 
which will be confirmed nearer to the 
date. 

Live music and refreshments will 
also form a core part of the event, with 


camping available the evening before 
to ensure it benefits from a vibrant, fes¬ 
tival feel. 

Event manager Kat Chappell said: 
“Mini owners are renowned for loving a 
good show, so it was great to see Mini 
World Live get such a great reception 
in its first year. We now have a place 
in the calendar and are delighted that 
the event has become one of the major 
‘go-to’ events for fans of both classic 
and modern Minis. We can’t wait to 
grow it further this year.” 

Full details of the show, the cars and 
the various activities will be announced 
nearer the date, on the event website, 
or via the official Facebook page and 
twitter feeds. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


JAH UARY SALE 


ON!! 


£500 OF FREE FUEL 

ON EVERY NEW CAR 

BETWEEN 27TH DECEMBER 2015 - 11TH JANUARY 2016 SALES'SERVICE'RWSI <M 


DY2 7AZ 


III 111 
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Race car 
for road 
setting 
new limits 

By John Griffiths 


Honda celebrated 50 years of sales in Britain 
in 2015 and it’s been a golden year for the 
company in many ways. 

The icing on the cake was first and third places in 
the British Touring Car Championship for the popular 
duo of Gordon Shedden and Wolverhampton’s Matt 
Neal in the new Civic Type-R. 

It’s a case of just desserts for the engineers, too, who pro¬ 
duced a superb handling car which manages to wring a bru¬ 
tal 306bhp out of a mere two-litre capacity engine, setting 
new limits for a front wheel drive car. 

Performance figures of 0 to 62mph in 5.7 seconds and a 
top speed of 167 mph - combined with superior cornering 
ability - had already given it the record for the breed on the 
tough Nurburgring in a time which put it up there with super¬ 
cars costing three or four times as much. 

And that really is another figure to leave you speechless: 
how Honda manages to sell what is billed as ‘a race car for 
the road’ for £30,000, the price of a fairly ordinary family sa¬ 
loon. It’s little wonder that not only is there a full order book 
for the car, but there’s a waiting list. 

You’d expect Honda to produce a good engine: it is 
the world’s biggest manufacturer of engines, powering 
everything from tiny grass strimmers to Formula One cars. 

But conquering the Nurburging is not just about outright 
power, it’s about stability and dynamic handling too with 73 
bends in its 12.93 mile length on what is widely regarded as 
the toughest test in the world. That’s how the Type-R won 
itself a place among the big engined exotica by completing 
its run in a time of seven minutes, 50.63 seconds. 

This breadth of ability is what Honda’s engineers were 
looking for and why enthusiasts had to wait for five years for 
the car, which is no tweaked version of the family-friendly 
Civic or an upgraded version of its predecessor. The engine, 
for example, combines Honda’s thrill-a-minute VTEC varia¬ 
ble valve system with a turbocharger for the first time. 

Power delivery feels, and sounds, very different. Gone 
is the sudden surge of acceleration and change in engine 
note at around 5,500rpm as the VTEC system’s second 
cams and high-lift valve operation comes in and sends you 
screaming towards the 8,000rpm limit. For the Type R the 
engineers turned the system on its head, with the high valve 
lift phase occurring at low to medium revs to eliminate tur¬ 
bo lag and give you more grunt lower down. The result is 
smooth, accessible power right across the rev range. Now 
you get all those 306 horses at 6,500rpm, while maximum 
torque (a huge 400Nm) is there from just 2,500rpm. 

Beast 

In standard mode, the Type-R is still a genuine performer 
on the roads, a comfortable ride by sportng car standards 
and decent economy - up to 38.7mpg and a 170g/km C02 
rating. Press the ‘Plus R’ button and it becomes a very dif¬ 
ferent beast. The instrument dials glow red, the steering and 
throttle responses sharpen up dramatically and the suspen¬ 
sion gets 30 per cent stiffen It’s a car most buyers will want 
to take on a track day. 

The Type-R has a mixture of mechanical, aerodynamic 
and electronic features to ensure you can out the power 
down safety. 

The adaptive damping system works on all four wheels 
together or independently. Its very effective during extreme 
cornering too, keeping the car flat and stable for optimum 
grip and ride comfort. Try hard enough on the track, and 
especially in the wet, and of course the Type R will still want 
to move sideways, but it’s toned down - more of a warning 
than creating any nasty oversteer/understeer surprises. 

The Type R’s natural responsiveness is boosted by a new 
‘agile handling assist’ feature, working with the more familiar 
electronic stability control. In simple terms you get a more 
rapid steering response and ‘turn-in’ because it applies 
a light, imperceptible touch of brake to the inner wheel. 
Handy on the track, it’s a potential lifesaver on the road if 
you have to suddenly make a sharp avoidance manoeuvre. 

The engineers also developed a new limited slip differen¬ 
tial, balanced drive shafts and a unique ‘dual axis’ design 
for the front end which work together to improve traction 
and cut torque steer. It also means you can safely put down 
more power, and earlier, through a corner. 

Inside you get all the features and practicality you’d ex¬ 
pect of the Civic range’s flagship, such as satnav, climate 
control and a sound system with Bluetooth, with added 
touches such as alloy pedals and gear shift. 

It’s interesting to note that the first Honda Civic sold here 
back in 1972 was a classic Mini-sized hatchback with an 
1,169cc engine. Now there is a whole range of Civic hatch¬ 
backs and tourers with the ultra-economical 1.6 diesel 
among the best sellers. But there’s no shortage of buyers 
either for what is, undoubtedly, the ultimate front wheel drive 
performance car at a fraction of the price of some of its ex¬ 
otic rivals. 




ER £5,000 

CR-Vs 


SAVE £5,021 


• 17" alloys 

• CD player 

• DAB radio 

• USB connection 

• Bluetooth® 


• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• front and rear power windows 

• Econ mode 

• Intelligent multi information display (i-MID) 




CR-V 1.6 SE 2WD 


SAVE £5,121 


• 17" alloys 

• 64.2 mpg combined 

• front fog lights 

• front and rear parking sensors 

• rear parking camera 

• Bluetooth® 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 


• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, 
Aha® app integration and internet browsing 

• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• auto lights and wipers 




CR-V 1.6 EX Auto 9 speed 4WD 


SAVE £5,671 


• 18" alloys 

• leather upholstery with 
driver seat memory 

• glass roof 

• privacy glass 

• keyless entry and start 

• front and rear parking sensors 

• rear parking camera 


• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, 
Aha® app integration and internet browsing 

• 8 speakers (320 watt) 

• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• auto lights and wipers 

• power tailgate 



All cars come with the balance of 3 years warranty and AA cover, choice of colours. Pictures for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previous offers. 





BRINDLEY GARAGES 

www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Cannock 

Brindley West Bromwich 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

Walsall Road 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 

West Street, off Stafford Road 

Cannock WSI 1 0JP 

West Bromwich B70 0NR 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01543 406608 

0121 629 0989 

01902 690600 
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<Ga 

sts In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
ice History, Ex Motability Vehicles 



.co.uk 


[ Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Kia Venga 1 1.4 Silver Only 700 Miles £7,995 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Red Oo*y JCtfO £9,495 

62 Corsa 1.2 SE Brown Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

14 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 6000 Miles £6,995 

10 Berlingo 1.6 HDI XTR Grey Only 7000 £7,495 

12 Ka 1.2 Edge Red Only 7000 Miles £5,295 

61 Micra 1.2 Tekna Red Only 8000 Miles £6,495 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £9,995 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £27,995 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto Black Only 12000 Miles £11,495 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 12000 Miles £7,695 

62 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 13000 Miles £7,995 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles £7,795 

12 Aveo 1.3 LS Blue Only 14000 Miles £5,495 

62 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 15000 Miles £7,995 

12 Kia Soul 1.6 GDI 2 Black Only 15000 Miles £7,495 

62 Astra 1.6 SRI 180 Red Only 16000 Miles £8,795 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Black Only 17000 Miles £8,995 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS6 Grey Only 17000 Miles £7,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles £7,295 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Caffe Latte Only 17000 Miles £7,495 

Citroen 


59 Cl 1.0 VTR Black 44k 

10 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Silver 31 k 
12 DS3 1.6 D Style Auto White 34k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k . 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 3H 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS BL .- i * 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS Gr«, U 
10 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 31* 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 35k 
62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Platinum EGS Blue 27k 
62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Platinum Black 20k 

Ford 

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr Silver 72k 

59 Fusion 1.4 Style + Silver 43k 

62 Focus 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 29k 
09 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 40k 

63 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 26k 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 22k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Silver 26k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Gun Metal 29k 
57 Note 1.6 Tekna Orange 44k 
62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 44k 




C 3,995 
€£,795 
€7,995 
IW, 995 
« 6,995 
€7,495 
€6,995 
13,795 
£9,995 
£10,495 
£10,995 

£4,495 

£3,995 

£9,695 

£5,295 

£12,995 

£6,995 

£8,995 

£7,495 

£7,295 

£3,795 

£9,995 


Vauxhall 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Blue 24k 
62 Astra 2.0 CDTI Black 20k 
12 Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k 
62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Auto Blue With Topbox 
62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k 

61 Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI 160 Nav Silver ;:»* 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Bronze 27k 

11 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclsiv Silver 40k 

Other 

12 Audi 2.5T FSI TT RS Quattro Auto E«<- < 

59 Chevrolet Lacetti 1.8 SX Auto Est Silver 30k 

13 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Red 40k 
12 Honda Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Red 20k 

12 Mercedes A160 1.5 Blue SE Classic Grey 43k 
56 Mini Cooper 1.6 Silver 56k 

59 Perodua MYVI 1.3 SXI 5dr Silver 26k 

62 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Shark Grey 44k 
61 Renault Clio 1.6 Dyn TomTom Auto Black 31k 
12 Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 32k 

60 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Beige 23k 
| 62 Suzuki Splash 1.0 SZ3 Blue 18k 

I 09 VW EOS 1.4 TSI Convertable Silver 58k 
“ 62 VW Polo 1.2 TDI Match Grey 
55 VW Passat 1.9 TDI S 105 4dr Blue 97k 




£6,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£6,995 

£6,795 

£9,295 

£8,995 

£7,295 

£29,995 

£2,795 

£7,995 

£7,995 

£6,795 

£4,495 

£2,995 

£8,795 

£5,495 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£5,295 

£6,295 

£6,995 

£2,995 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 




* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

* 12 Months Parts And Labour Warranty 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles a e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 
*1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co. u k 

U#»it I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 IT P 

f Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -I 


New Astra 
works hard 
and is loyal 
companion 

By Matt Kimberley 


It’s the most important Vauxhall arriving this 
year. Has the compact hatch got the magic to 
take on its key rivals? 

The Astra is an underrated, but evergreen com¬ 
pact family hatch, as happy taking the kids on a short 
break away as it is cutting a path through the city. 
There’s no radical departure for 2016, although the 
sharp-eyed will notice a nip here and a tuck there. 

There’s an excellent new colour touch-screen that’s 
standard across the range. It gives the whole product a lift 
and helps it make a better first impression. 

It’s a sharp-looking thing, if a bit on the conservative side. 
Being built in Britain won’t do its appeal this side of Dover 
any harm, either. Whichever model you choose, you end up 
with a pleasantly stylish and definitely inoffensive car. You’ll 
never object to having it on your drive. 

It’s quite sensitive to trim grades, though, so whereas the 
fantastic top-spec cars with all the interior trimmings look 
like they’ve come straight from the top drawer, the fragile 
rubberised handbrake grip and cheap-looking plastics on 
the low-end versions leave a lot to be desired and can start 
to look tatty very quickly. 

Happy 

There’s a handy boot at the back, more than big enough 
for most tasks, but if you’re toting babies, you’ll struggle to 
get much more than a chunky pushchair into it without put¬ 
ting the conveniently split rear seats down. 

Front seaters will be happy enough, especially with the 
uncommonly well-shaped seat backs that give superb lum¬ 
bar support. The glove box is shed-spacious but the door 
pocket shapes and cupholder designs could be better 
thought out. 

Under the bonnet there is a 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
engine. It can’t make the Astra a rocket ship, but if you’re 
gentle, you’ll see fuel economy you’d struggle to better in 
an eco-diesel. I found it no problem to hover around 60mpg 
in relatively traffic-free driving. Alright, you do need to put 
some effort in, but the potential is there. 

The dinky engine is perfect for chopping around urban 
and suburban routes. It’s impressively linear once the turbo 
kicks in, making it smooth, forgiving and easy to get used to. 
It warms up faster than a moth on a sunbed and it’s perfect 
for no-fuss short trips. The five-speed gearbox is light and 
precise, with tall gearing that partly offsets the lack of a sixth, 
but it’s clear this version isn’t meant to cover serious mo¬ 
torway mileage. It’s a nice steer, though, responding quite 
keenly to tugs at the wheel and scampering along winding 
roads with gusto. The brakes on this nearly-new car were 
very grabby, but that should hopefully settle down with mile¬ 
age. 

The Astra is a solid car. You know what you’re getting and, 
although some of the materials on basement models aren’t 
up to scratch, at the very least, the car does a good job of 
providing straight-down-the-line mid-size transport for peo¬ 
ple who don’t want to spend the extra on a slightly more 
spacious compact crossover or SUV. 

Vauxhall dealers are usually open to a little haggling, too, 
so don’t take the retail price as gospel. You should pay less 
than for a broadly equivalent crossover, so there’s good val¬ 
ue to be had here even if the fashion is currently for faux- 
4x4s. 

This is a car for ordinary people. People who want a 
well-rounded car to give them transport, enough space and, 
crucially, the ability to cope with everything from taking the 
in-laws to Sunday lunch to taking the kids to the seaside. 
Parents will appreciate this sort of versatility, while some 
might prefer the lower seating position relative to SUVs, for 
the better outward view it offers during low-speed manoeu¬ 
vres. 

This car summed up in a single word: Studious. 

If this car was a student at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry, it would be in Hufflepuff house. It’s a hard 
worker and a loyal companion. 


TESTED 

Vauxhall Astra, from £15,295 

Engine: 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol producing 
103bhp and 125lb/ft 

Transmission: Five-speed manual driving the 
front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 124mph, 0-62mph in 
10.5 seconds 

Economy: 67.3mpg combined 
Emissions: 96g/km 
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Well-priced 
and quality 
make SUV 
a great buy 



By Sharon Walters 


It’s not all that long ago that marques such as 
Kia were seen as the cheap and not always 
necessarily cheerful option - well at least in 
the likes of my generation! 

Now nothing could be further from the truth. Kia 
produces well-built, stylish, reasonably priced ve¬ 
hicles that have one of the best warranty systems 
around. 

Things started to change for the company in the late 1990s 
and began in earnest in 2006 with a design-led revolution 
following the appointment of Peter Schreyer as chief design 
officer. That was the start of Phase I of Kia’s move away from 
being primarily focused on value. And now we are in Phase 
II which is seeing Kia match and surpass not only customer 
expectations but also the world’s best car marques for engi¬ 
neering, technology, refinement and quality. 

One car that has gone through these changes is the Kia 
Sorento which first appeared in 2002 as the brand’s first full- 
size SUV. Now in its third generation, the 4x4 is bigger and 
better than ever before - as I found out in a week-long road 
test in which I really put it through its paces. 

The entry level at £28,795 comes loaded with standard 
kit although there’s only one engine to choose from, and all 
cars come with standard four-wheel drive with manual and 
automatic gearboxes options. 

The 2.2-litre version of Kia’s R-family turbodiesel engine, 
which meets EU6 emissions requirements, has plenty of pull 
with 197bhp and can get from 0 to 60mph in nine seconds 
with a top speed possible of 124mph. On motorway driving 
it cruises very comfortably at 70mph with the reassurance 
of being aware it has that bit of ‘extra’ if you need to get 
out of any trouble. And although it’s a far-sized car, it copes 
well with winding rural and pot-holed covered roads. By the 
way, those are the conditions of the majority of my 25-mile 
commute to the office each day. 

Anticipates 

Sorento features the Dynamax all-wheel-drive system first 
seen in Kia’s Sportage. This is an intelligent, electronically 
controlled all-wheel-drive system which continuously mon¬ 
itors driving conditions and anticipates when all-wheel drive 
will be needed, rather than simply reacting to changing con¬ 
ditions. Normally it delivers 100 per cent of engine torque to 
the front wheels, but the torque can be redistributed up to 
a maximum of 60:40 front-to-rear to enhance cornering sta¬ 
bility or if road conditions deteriorate. For off-road driving, 
owners can manually select lock mode, which gives a 50:50 
torque split at speeds of up to 25mph. In the Sorento it is 
paired with Advanced Traction Cornering Control (ATCC). 

There are four trim levels, badged KX-1, KX-2, KX-3 and 
KX-4. Depending on model, buyers have the choice of six- 
speed manual or automatic transmission. 

All four trim grades have seven seats, now with a 40:20:40 
split in the middle row and a 50:50 split in the rear. The third 
row of seats fold flush into the boot floor, while the second 
row also folds flat by pulling a handle in the boot and can 
slide back and forth to accommodate larger passengers in 
the third row. And it really is easy to fold and move those 
seats. I loaded my Sorento with friends to gauge the comfort 
level and even those in the very back said the ride was good 
and they didn’t feel packed in like sardines. Equally I did a 
trip to a DIY store (not one of my favourite places), put the 
seats down and found it to be a very good load lugger. 

Depending on model, the Sorento features a number of 
highly advanced new safety and convenience technologies 
including adaptive smart cruise control to maintain a gap 
to the vehicle ahead, speed limit information, around-view 
monitoring, cross traffic alert to prevent the owner from 
backing out of a parking space into the path of an approach¬ 
ing vehicle, a smart park assist system, lane departure warn¬ 
ing with blind spot detection and self-dimming adaptive 
front lighting. 

Extensive standard features include alloy wheels, black 
side sill and wheel-arch mouldings, roof rails and a rear 
spoiler, cornering lights integrated into the foglights, LED 
daytime running lights, front wiper de-icers, electrically-ad- 
justable, folding and heated door mirrors, door sill scuff 
plates, steering wheel-mounted controls, all-round electric 
windows and cruise control with speed limiter. Safety is 
taken care of by electronic stability control, vehicle stability 
management, trailer assist, ABS with electronic brake force 
distribution and brake assist, six airbags, active front head¬ 
rests, front seat belt pre-tensioners and load limiters and an 
active bonnet to protect pedestrians. 

And if you do want to tow a horsebox or a caravan, Sor¬ 
ento can manage 2,500kg in manual format and 2,000kg 
in automatic. Now that is excellent and beats a lot of the 
opposition in its sector. 

Sorento also has Kia’s industry-leading seven-year, 
100,000-mile warranty. 

You can’t do better than the Sorento if you need an SUV. 


•IA Ip Motability 


www.brindleykia.co.uk 


offers you the 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 


3 great motability offers from Brindley 



Venga 1.6 3'Automatic 


- High seating position • Rear parking camera 
• Sat nav • Climate control 


£199 



Advance y 
Payment 


Soul 1.6 CRDi 'Connect' Automatic 


; 


■ High seating position • Bluetooth® 

■ Rear parking camera • Cruise control 


£ A Q Advance 
Payment 



Carens 1.7 CRDi '2' 7 seater 



• 7 individual seats • Reversing sensors 

• High seating position • Climate control 


C 1 OQQ Advance 
t I Payment 





Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX T. 0121 629 0892 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW T. 01902 690634 


The Power to Surprise 


Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Picture for illustration only. 

For 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 31 st March 2016. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 
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Refined but still lots of fun 


By Sharon Walters 


Going along to a Mazda dealer 
for a post Christmas scout for a 
new car is very tempting. 

There are several finance offers 
across Mazda’s award-winning SUV 
line-up - the CX-3 and CX-5. Plus these 
crossover models are offered in both 
front-wheel drive and winter friendly all¬ 
wheel drive. 

Named ‘Best Crossover’ at the 2015 Scot¬ 
tish Car of the Year Awards, the new Mazda 
CX-3 line-up has efficient petrol and diesel 
SKYACTIV engines across 18 models. 

With a choice of 11 petrol and seven die¬ 
sel variants, the car comes with generous 
standard equipment and Mazda’s latest 
i-ACTIVSENSE safety systems. SE models 



feature 16-inch alloy wheels, plus heated 
and power folding mirrors, while SE-L mod¬ 
els add rear privacy glass and front LED fog 
lights. 

At the top of the range, the Sport Nav is 
the first car in the class to come with LED 
headlights. 

With its unique nocturnal appearance fur¬ 
ther enhanced by signature LED rear lights; 
18-inch Gunmetal machined alloy wheels 
and chrome-accent door sills wrap up the 
distinctive look. 

Whichever engine you choose, you get 
the same sharp exterior styling. The CX-3 has 
Mazda’s bold Kodo design treatment, and 
takes its cues from the larger CX-5 and the 
2 supermini. So you get the same bold front 
grille and mix of daring curves and creases. 

I recently spent a week in the 2.0 litre 
120ps 2WD which at £20,495 on-the-road 
proved an excellent package. The cabin is 
premium class and on top of the standard 
specification of seven-inch colour touch¬ 
screen, DAB radio, Bluetooth® and a multi¬ 
function steering wheel also gets navigation 
including three-years free European map up¬ 
dates, Bose® sound system, smart keyless 
entry and, in another first for the sector, Maz¬ 
da’s Active Driving Display head-up display 
system - a real bonus. 

CX-3 has a user-friendly cabin layout with 
high material quality and design. Included 
are heated front seats, automatic climate 
control and rain-sensing wipers. 

Active safety equipment includes a full 
complement of standard airbags, hill hold 
assist, tyre pressure monitoring system and 
dynamic stability control are standard across 
the range. SE-L and Sport Nav models also 
get Mazda’s lane departure warning system 
and smart city brake support. All models get 



You get a good looker, 
quality interior and bags 
of equipment but not at 
the expense of having 
fun behind the wheel 


cruise control, while rear parking sensors 
are standard from SE-L grade onwards, 
and Sport Nav models also have a revers¬ 
ing camera. 

With a flexible cargo board boot floor, 
which can be raised to provide a flat load 
space when the standard 60:40 split fold 
rear seats are tumbled, the 350-litre boot is 
very practical. 

So you get a good looker, quality interior 
and bags of equipment but all that does 
not come at the expense of having fun be¬ 
hind the wheel. Steering is well-weighted 


and is quick and precise, allowing you to 
place the vehicle exactly where you want 
it on the road. The high-riding stance does 
not detract from that driving engagement - 
the car feels composed and stable through 
winding roads. A pleasant drive through 
the Highlands and across to Mallaig clear¬ 
ly showed the car’s ability and how nimble 
it can be to move in and out of those tight 
bends. 

Excellent refinement and upmarket inte¬ 
riors - it’s easy to see why the new Mazda 
CX-3 is so popular with UK car buyers. 



Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhaU.com 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B706AR 




VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km* 

A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Run Out Astra and cannot be used in conjunction with the Vauxhall Scrappage Allowance. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 

























Male takes 
full charge 
of struggling 
Tividale side 

PHIL Male has taken sole charge 
as manager of Evo-Stik Northern 
Premier League Division One 
South basement boys Tividale. 

Ross Thorpe has left the club 
and handed over the reins to his 
co-boss, the duo having only ar¬ 
rived in the summer to replace 
Ian Long. 

Last weekend’s 2-1 defeat at 
home to play-off chasers Daven- 
try Town has left the club eight 
points from safety, in their second 
campaign at the level. 

Tivi finished eighth last season 
but Long left to drop into the Mid¬ 
lands League Premier Division 
with Alvechurch, after his playing 
budget was cut in half. 

Thorpe, a former Alvechurch 
chief himself, came on board 
but has now departed from the 
Beeches although Male, 36, is 
staying on. 

The former Sutton Coldfield 
Town captain and Tivi player will 
be assisted by first-team coach Raj 
Noor, another new recruit in the 
close season. 

A club statement read: “We 
would like to place on record our 
thanks to Ross for his efforts and 
wish him the very best of luck for 
his future endeavours. 

“Phil Male will take charge in a 
sole capacity ahead of our Boxing 
Day fixture at Romulus at Coles 
Lane, working alongside Raj 
Noor. Christmas is a crucial time 
from a fixture perspective. 

“Our immediate attention is 
not only to prepare the team 
for Romulus, but also our home 
fixture just 48 hours later with 
Market Drayton Town on Bank 
Holiday Monday. Tividale Foot¬ 
ball Club will be making no fur¬ 
ther comment on this matter.” 


Clegg has his 
eyes on Elite 
League win 

NEW reserve Max Clegg says 2016 
will be his biggest season to date 
- and believes winning the Elite 
League with Wolverhampton is 
“very possible”. 

The 18-year-old will be taking up 
a rare tripling-up role in the sport 
which will also see him racing for 
Edinburgh in the Premier League 
and Monmore Green co-tenants Cra- 
dley in the National League. 

Clegg impressed Wolves club 
bosses during guest bookings last 
season and says he is boosted by the 
side Peter Adams and Chris Van 
Straaten have assembled. 

“It’s brilliant to be in a team with 
such big riders - and I think we’ve 
got a great chance of winning the 
league. 

“It’s a much bigger league and I 
can only better myself from riding 
in it.” 


toughies at Baggies 


Oldies but 


ALBION have got the oldest squad in the Premier 
League but one of the best injury records. 

The Baggies are operating at 94 per cent availabil¬ 
ity for the season, on a scale of 100 per cent meaning 
every player was fit for every game and every train¬ 
ing session. It’s something director of performance 
Mark Gillett is proud of. 

Thanks to Albion’s head doctor and his team of 15 
staff, players like Gareth McAuley are playing well 
into their 30s. 

The centre-back turned 36 earlier this month, but 
Gillett reckons there is plenty more left in the tank. 

He said: “I don’t see a real difference between him 
now and two or three years ago. We have to be care¬ 


ful with him, as we do with Jonas (Olsson). Some¬ 
times reminding them that they’ve got to be careful 
is a big part of it. 

“McAuley could conceivably go on in the Premier 
League for another two or three years, I’m sure of 
that.” 

Gillett was an NHS consultant in emergency med¬ 
icine before he joined Chelsea as first team doctor. 
He moved to Albion five years ago and is now chair 
of the Premier League Doctors’ Group. 

With the games coming thick and fast, this is tra¬ 
ditionally his busiest time of the year. 

There’s added pressure this Christmas with two 
players suspended and Tony Pulis’s custom for 


making as few changes as possible. “It’s particularly 
pertinent with Tony, but it’s the same with all man¬ 
agers,” admitted Gillett. 

“The players who are not playing, this time of the 
year is suddenly the time they’re going to be called 
upon. And if they’re not match fit, it shows. 

“So there are two groups that give you problems. 
The ones that have done too much are under-recov¬ 
ered and the ones who haven’t played and are per¬ 
haps under-cooked.” 

So how does he tackle such a problem? Facilities 
like underwater treadmills help. Then there are yoga 
teachers, nutritionists, and podiatrists who all play 
a role. 


Howe remembered 
as one of best ever 



A FRIENDLY face off the pitch yet al¬ 
ways deadly serious on it, Don Howe’s 
personality gave Albion team-mates 
enough hints as to his likely future. 

It wasn’t just the dedication to his own posi¬ 
tion, or the fact that he, along with the likes of 
Jimmy Armfield and George Cohen, helped rede¬ 
fine what it meant to be a right-back. 

Instead, it was the way he could analyse every¬ 
one else’s role, giving suggestions on how they 
could improve. 

Paying tribute after Howe’s death at the age of 
80, FA Cup winning skipper Graham Williams, 
who played on the opposite side of the pitch at 
left-back, said: “He was always talking about the 
game, coming up with ideas, things like that. 

“He would sit me down and talk about the play¬ 
ers I was going to be coming up against, how best 
to play them, what I could do. He would come up 
with things which would really amaze you.” 

Wolverhampton-born Howe’s playing career 
was impressive enough, with more than 450 ap¬ 
pearances for both Albion and then Arsenal, with 
23 England caps. 

Mentor 

But it is in coaching where he left a lasting 
legacy and why so many of the poignant tributes 
contained words like ‘visionary’ - and why one 
of the most touching was delivered by current 
England boss and former Albion head coach Roy 
Hodgson. 

Howe remained an inspiration to Hodgson, 
who described him as a “friend, coach and men¬ 
tor”. 

“I found myself privileged to say he befriended 
me and I think it is a great loss and I am very 
sad,” the England boss said. 

“He was absolutely one of the very best coaches 
I have ever come across in my life and, certainly 
in my opinion, one of the very best coaches Eng¬ 
land ever had. 

“He had a fantastic ability to convince you, to 
persuade you to think carefully about that game 
and take on a lot of the things he was putting 
forward. 

“Now, with Don passing along with Bobby 
(Robson) and Dave (Sexton) in recent years, for 
me the trio of people that have had such a big 
effect on my coaching life have now all left us and 
I won’t be able to enjoy their company and learn 


from them any more. He had a fantastic influence on 
so many players and an awful lot of coaches. 

“He was ahead of his time. He wasn’t just a great 
coach, he was a great human being.” 

In addition to his time with Albion, Howe was in¬ 
volved with Arsenal for five decades, joining as a player 
in 1964 and going on to be coach, assistant manager, 
caretaker manager and eventually manager in 1984. 

Although he failed to make an impact as West Brom 
manager, in 2004 he was named as one their 16 great¬ 
est players as part of their 125th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions. He also coached Leeds and managed Turkish 
giants Galatasaray. 

He was a key figure in the England backroom coach¬ 
ing teams of Ron Greenwood, Robson and Venables 


and even in his later years was involved with the Foot¬ 
ball Association of Ireland. 

And, he was part of one of the FA Cup’s greatest 
ever upsets. In 1988, Wimbledon beat Liverpool to lift 
the trophy at a sunny Wembley. Howe was Dons boss 
Bobby Gould’s sidekick. 

Wolves legend Steve Bull has told of his sadness at 
Howe’s death. 

Bull, who was capped 13 times for England, played 
under Howe and boss Sir Bobby Robson as England 
reached the semi-finals in Italia 90. 

He said: “I knew Don first-hand from our time with 
England, I had the pleasure of playing under him in 
the World Cup. He was brilliant. An absolute gentle¬ 
man. Don will be very, very sadly missed.” 


The Baggies 
Bomber 
Langford in 
victory 

WBO Inter-Continental middle¬ 
weight champion, Tommy Lang¬ 
ford extended his unbeaten run 
with a fifth round stoppage of 
Polish national champion, Robert 
Swierzbinski. 

The ardent Albion fans, nick¬ 
named The Baggies Bomber, de¬ 
fended his title for a second time 
over 10 rounds against the wor¬ 
thy challenger from Bialystock, 
resulting in the third stoppage in 
his last four fights, capping off an 
amazing year for the 26-year-old 
prospect that has seen him reach 
the top five in the British and 
WBO World rankings. 

Trained by Tom Chaney at his 
Hall Green Gym in Birmingham, 
Langford vowed to reward his 
travelling fans with a spectacle 
and he certainly delivered on that 
promise. 

The 26-year-old dominated 
from the first bell, using his swift, 
stiff jab to good effect. On the 
minute mark Langford scored 
a sweet uppercut and looked to 
work the body early on in what 
was an incredible opening round 
for the champion. 

A straight right hand through 
the guard landing bang on the 
button in the second round saw 
his European counterpart hit the 
deck but remarkably no knock¬ 
down was given. 

Langford told the BoxNation 
cameras post-fight: “In the first 
round, I was a little bit tense 
but once I settled down I started 
breaking him up.” 

He admitted: “I’m never going 
to be a one-punch knockout artist, 
but I’ve improved on my strength 
and it’s really become an asset.” 

“I’ve had a wicked 2015,” said 
Langford after the fight. 
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Anichebe says 
future is still 
up in the air 

VICTOR Anichebe’s Albion future 
is still up in the air even though he 
inspired the Baggies to victory over 
Newcastle. 

The 27-year-old Nigerian feels fit¬ 
ter than he ever has before, and ex¬ 
pects to shake off his injury in time 
for Saturday’s game against Stoke. 

Anichebe, a shock inclusion as 
Tony Pulis punished Saido Berahino 
for an unknown behind-the-scenes 
incident, limped off three minutes 
before the end to a standing ovation. 

He said: “Whether I stay here or 
go on somewhere else, I thought I 
did myself justice. 

“Honestly it’s the best I’ve felt for 
a couple of years. 

“Unfortunately I haven’t really 
played that much. Even though it’s 
been such a difficult time, we’ve 
worked together and we’ve stayed 
tight the group of us.” 



Final whistle 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Hampered by 
lack of ideas 
in final third 

Swansea City 1 Albion 0 

THIS was by no means a Christmas 
cracker. 

Hamstrung with suspensions to two of 
his most important players, Tony Pulis 
named an uninspiring starting XI that 
appeared to be focused on keeping things 
tight. 

Swansea started the day with no win 
in eight games, and played like a team 
crippled with a lack of confidence. But 
when Ki Sung-Yeung stabbed home in 
the ninth minute it proved to be the 
winner. 

Pulis’s team may have lacked pace and 
creativity but his tactics in the first half 
were spot on. 

James Morrison and Craig Gardner 
put pressure on Leon Britton at the base 
of midfield and made sure Swansea could 
not play out from the back. 

Without Bafetimbi Gomis as a focal 
point up front, the hosts were caught 
in possession all too often. What looked 
like a defensive line-up intended to sit in 
and counter actually pressed high and 
worked hard. 

“We came to have a real go,” said 
Pulis. “We set ourselves up to try and 
get after them and work them as much 
as we possibly could.” 

Some fans derided him for those com¬ 
ments, but he’s right. Albion have the 
worst possession statistics in the league, 
but they had 50 per cent possession away 
at Swansea, because of those tactics. 

The problem came, as it has done all 
season, when Albion had the ball. The 
Baggies may have stolen possession in 
Swansea’s half on several occasions but 
once they had it, they were unsure what 
to do with it. 

This was a match lacking quality, des¬ 
tined to be decided by small margins. 
But what was an unbeaten run of four 
games turned into one win in eight. 

Rider James can't 
wait to get stuck 
into new season 

CRADLEY’S comeback man James Pur¬ 
chase says he can’t wait for the 2016 sea¬ 
son to get under way - and is predicting 
a big season for the Heathens. 

The 28-year-old is returning to the 
sport after a nine-year absence and ad¬ 
mits he feels like a rookie starting up for 
the first time. 

But Purchase is confident it won’t 
take him long to get back in the swing 
of things and is hoping he can play a big 
part in guiding the former Dudley Wood 
outfit to some more National League sil¬ 
verware. 

Said Purchase: “I think our line-up 
rates up there with any other team in 
the league; I think we’ve got a massive 
potential to go and win some trophies. 

“We’ve got two huge firepower riders 
in Max (Clegg) and Ash (Morris) and 
then the rest of us can really build on 
our starting averages. 

“I feel like I’m a 16-year-old kid com¬ 
ing into the National League for the first 
time - it’s mixed emotions but mainly 
I’m really excited. 

“The Cradley fans have made me feel 
really welcome.” 


Free cricket coaching to find girl power 



Coach Stuart Baker with Trisha Patel, aged 17, Subhana 
Abida, 10, Olivia Malek and Kaelyn Patel, both seven 


WEST Bromwich Dartmouth hope girls will 
catch the cricketing bug with the offer of free 
coaching sessions. 

The weekly sessions, for girls aged from six 
to adult, take place at Sandwell Academy and 
have been organised after the club secured 
£4,000 funding through Sport England’s 
small grants scheme. 

Initially, the aim is for the club to run an 
under-10s six-a-side team next season to¬ 
gether with an older, eight-a-side outfit. 
Though, as Dartmouth youth co-ordinator 
Stuart Baker explains, the long-term plans 


are much grander. “We would hope, in time, 
to get a proper women’s section out of it,” he 
said. 

“Our focus will primarily be those aged 
between 14 and 25 but I’m not going to turn 
anybody away. 

“If anyone wants to turn up and try they 
will be most welcome,” added Mr Barker,” 
who has also worked to develop the women’s 
game through his work as a Chance to Shine 
officer with Staffordshire Cricket Board. 

For more information contact Stuart Baker 
on 07805 310108. 


FLETCHER 
HEAD MA! 



Darren Fletcher rises to head home the Baggies winner against Newcastle on Monday 


Albion 1 Newcastle 0 

A DARREN FLETCHER head¬ 
er 12 minutes from time gave 
Albion a much-needed and 
much-deserved win. 

But the Baggies had visiting keeper 
Karl Darlow to thank for a costly error 
as he somehow managed to spill Fletch¬ 
er’s effort into the net when, in truth, it 
was straight at him. 

It was nothing less than Tony Pulis’s side de¬ 
served though, in what was a dominant perfor¬ 
mance inspired by Victor Anichebe on his first 
Premier League start of the season. 

The big Nigerian was superb throughout and 
unlucky not to score himself with a header that 
cannoned against the underside of the crossbar 
just before the goal. 

He left the field with a hamstring injury two 
minutes before the end to a standing ovation. 

But Albion - who had 22 shots to Newcastle’s 
seven - outperformed Steve McClaren’s side to 
a man, with Stephane Sessegnon particularly 
threatening. Newcastle were slow to close the 
Baggies down, but it was still arguably the best 
home performance The Hawthorns has seen all 
season. 

Cleared 

Albion had gone five games without a win be¬ 
fore this match, the longest drought under Tony 
Pulis, who has now won 50 points from 38 Pre¬ 
mier League games in 2015. 

That tally would be enough to put Albion in the 
top 10 for the past six seasons. 

The Baggies had the Magpies’ keeper beaten as 
early as the third minute when James Morrison 
pounced on a loose ball in the box, but his shot 
on the swivel was cleared off the line by Fabricio 
Collocini. 

Anichebe had another shot blocked before Dar¬ 
low tipped Morrison’s long-range rebound effort 
around the post. 

Just before the half-hour-mark Morrison 
twisted and turned on the left wing before bounc¬ 
ing in an inviting cross which Fletcher met at 
speed. Once more the shot found a Newcastle 
body, this time Coloccini putting in an unlikely 
desperate block. Five minutes before half-time, 


Fletcher had two more efforts on goal as the Bag¬ 
gies went into the dressing room wondering how 
they’d not scored with any of the 13 shots they 
had in the first 45 minutes. 

Pulis’s side started the second half the way 
they finished the first, but it was the Magpies 
who nearly took the lead in the 55th minute when 
they hit the woodwork twice in quick succession. 

Berahino was brought on in the 70th minute 
and immediately made an impact, sending An¬ 
ichebe through one-on-one with Darlow. 

The striker touched the ball around the keeper, 
but couldn’t reach the ball before it ran out of 
play. Five minutes later, Anichebe went even 


closer, hitting the woodwork with a downward 
header from a corner that bounced agonisingly 
up to the underside of the crossbar. 

But shortly afterwards, the deadlock was fi¬ 
nally broken. 

Jinking around on the right wing, Sessegnon 
pulled the ball back to Claudio Yacob, who clipped 
in an inviting cross. 

Fletcher was left unmarked and he headed 
downwards, but Darlow had looked shaky all 
game and the keeper should have done better 
with what was a routine save. 

He did deny Berahino at his near post late on 
but by then the damage was done. 


Saido lucky’ 
to be a sub 
raps Pulis 

SAIDO BERAHINO’S future at Albi¬ 
on has been cast into fresh doubt after 
head coach Tony Pulis revealed he was 
‘lucky to be on the bench’ for the win 
over Newcastle United. 

Last season’s top scorer was in line 
for his first start since October, but 
after an unknown incident behind the 
scenes, Pulis opted instead to give Victor 
Anichebe a shock first Premier League 
start of the season on Monday. 

With the January transfer window 
opening on Saturday, speculation that 
Berahino is on his way out of the club 
is mounting. But Pulis has been forced 
to remind the out-of-favour striker of his 
responsibilities to his current club. 

“Sometimes supporters don’t realise 
and understand exactly what goes on be¬ 
hind the scenes,” he said. “I always want 
the team to be a team - the supporters, 
the players, the management side, the 
directors, everyone together. 

“Sometimes Saido does things that 
break away from that. At times you have 
to make him understand it’s about the 
group and about the team.” 

Pulis admitted Berahino was lucky 
to be on the bench, adding: “Sometimes 
things go on at football clubs that you 
people don’t see and don’t realise. He’s 
a smashing kid but he lets himself down 
at times.” 

The 22-year-old came on with 20 min¬ 
utes to go and was denied a goal by Karl 
Darlow. Pulis said: “His reaction coming 
on was absolutely fantastic.” 

But he believes Berahino hasn’t been 
mentally prepared to play in an Albion 
shirt since his transfer saga in the sum¬ 
mer. “Saido’s had almost five months 
where he’s not prepared himself or got 
himself ready and prepared to play in 
the team,” said Pulis. 

Tividale fall short 
in Boxing Day clash 

Romulus 2 Tividale 0 

TIVIDALE never did enough to threat¬ 
en the home side in this Evo-Stik Divi¬ 
sion One South game on Boxing Day. 

The deadlock was broken on 64 min¬ 
utes when Romulus striker Joel Gran- 
dison was presented with a chance five 
yards outside the area and he rounded a 
stranded Turner to slot it into an empty 
net. 

On 72 minutes the home side doubled 
their lead in rather fortuitous fashion 
when Louis Ezewele’s low cross into 
the box came off Tividale skipper Jason 
Chilton’s ankle and completely wrong¬ 
footed Turner. 

Monday’s game at home to Market 
Drayton was called off. 


★★★ 
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ubhi’s 


kitchens & furniture 


0121 557 7222 

Britannia Street, Tividale 
Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 
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